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In the name of Allah and praise be unto Him
Peace and blessings be upon His Messenger
May Allah have mercy on King Faisal
He bequeathed a rich humane legacy
A great global endeavor 
An everlasting development enterprise 
An enlightened guidance
He believed that the Ummah advances with knowledge 
And blossoms by celebrating scholars
By appreciating the efforts of achievers
In the fields of science and humanities
After his passing -May Allah have mercy on his soul- 
His sons sensed the grand mission
They took it upon themselves to embrace the task

A Fleeting 
Glimpse



7

They established the King Faisal Foundation
To serve science and humanity
Prince Abdullah Al-Faisal announced
The idea of King Faisal Prize
They believed in the idea
Blessed the move
Work started off, serving Islam and Arabic
Followed by science and medicine to serve humanity
Decades of effort and achievement
Getting close to miracles
With devotion and dedicated 
The Prize has been awarded
To hundreds of scholars 
From different parts of the world
The Prize has highlighted their works
Recognized their achievements
Never looking at race or color
Nationality or religion
This year, here we are
Celebrating the Prize›s fortieth anniversary
The year of maturity and fulfillment 
Of an enterprise that has lived on for years
Serving humanity, Islam, and Muslims
May Allah have mercy on the soul of the leader Al-Faisal 
The peerless eternal inspirer 
May Allah save Salman the eminent leader
Preserve home of Islam, beacon of guidance. 

KFP, Board Chairman 

Khalid Al-Faisal
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King Faisal Foundation was established in 1976 as yet another embodiment of the magnanimity for 
which King Faisal was widely known. The Foundation indeed fulfils the visions which he believed 
in and nourished, the same visions which he consistently highlighted in his directives and statements. 
King Faisal -May Allah rest his soul in peace- believed in the critical importance of knowledge for the 
progress and advancement of nations. He knew that attentiveness and appreciation of scholars are fun-
damental pillars that empower nations to embrace wider scientific horizons that would serve humanity. 
Within that perspective, King Faisal Foundation created the King Faisal Prize as one of its initial and 
most outstanding scholarly projects.
The Prize was established back in 1977 and started out with three categories, namely “Service to Islam”, 
“Islamic Studies” and “Arabic Language and Literature”. The first prizes were awarded in 1979. Shortly 
afterwards, a Prize in “Medicine” was incepted and first awarded in 1982, followed by a Prize in “Sci-
ence”, which was awarded in 1984.
The Prize for “Service to Islam” is an honorary award granted to those who operate in the Islamic field, 
be they individuals or institutions. Awardees are contributors to noble endeavors slated to project the 
image of Islam as a religion of tolerance, or those that have deployed efforts to promote and provide care 
to Muslims. The scholarly field bearing on the life of Muslims is another domain where the “Service to 
Islam Prize” is allotted.
The “Islamic Studies” Prize, for its part, has an immensely broad thematic dimension. It subsumes all 
humanistic studies related to Islam and Muslims except for those related to the Arabic language and 
literature, which has its own prize. The fields covered by the “Islamic Studies Prize” include all legal, 
educational, social and other relevant studies. Each year, a particular topic is selected and announced.
As for the Prize for “Arabic Language and Literature”, it came into being in recognition of the Holy 
Quran language, Arabic literature, and other related scholarly studies. Each year, a specific theme for 
this category is identified for competition.
The Prize in “Medicine” and the Prize in “Science” have conferred on King Faisal Prize a global di-
mension. Over the decades, these awards have played a major role in publicizing the world’s scientific 
and medical achievements as well as demonstrating a sense of recognition for the tremendous efforts 
deployed by scientists for the greater good of humanity.
Now that, four decades have passed since the inception of King Faisal Prize, the Prize Committee 
chaired by His Royal Highness Prince Khalid Al-Faisal was pondering over the Prize’s evolution and in-
corporating other activities relevant to the Prize’s main objectives. As a result, the Prize’s role has grown 
to include organizing lectures and seminars in both Saudi Arabia and a number of international scientific 

Introduction
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centers with awardees participation. Additionally, a select number of winning works are translated into 
different languages to make them widely accessible to readers across the world.
Setting out from a keen interest in scientists and scholars by spotlighting their efforts and contributions, 
the Prize took the initiative in collaboration with the Paris-based “Arab World Institute” [i.e. Institut du 
Monde Arabe] to publish a scholarly encyclopedia entitled “One hundred Books and One” in a bid to 
introduce one hundred scholars and researchers who have contributed to the mutual introduction of the 
Arab and French cultures. 
Out of the reality that the Prize is indeed global as confirmed by the endeavors of many prestigious in-
ternational institutions, and on this occasion of its 40th anniversary, a decision to designate it simply as 
“King Faisal Prize” has been implemented. 
The 40th anniversary of the Prize offers us as its General Secretariat an occasion to recall the many 
individuals who have contributed to its creation, initiation, development, and upkeep. On top of the list, 
His Royal Highness Prince Abdullah Al-Faisal -May his soul rest in peace- who announced at a press 
conference back in 1977 the establishment of the King Faisal Prize. His approach and guidance were 
embraced by His Royal Highness Prince Khalid Al-Faisal, who sowed the first seed of the Prize and then 
nurtured it by assuming its chairmanship, selecting its officials, following on all the steps leading to its 
establishment and growth into a global prize, and overseeing the celebration of its 40th anniversary in a 
spirit of avid innovation. 
HRH Prince Khalid Al-Faisal designated Professor Ahmad Al-Dhobaib in 1977 to be the first Secre-
tary-General of the Prize. Professor Al-Dhobaib developed the Prize’s rules and regulations as well as 
managed the Secretariat with dedication and vision. He oversaw eight editions of the Prize. He left his 
position after succeeding in consolidating its status and securing its recognition by the scientific and 
scholarly community. In 1986, Professor Abdullah Al-Othaimeen -May Allah have mercy on his soul- 
took over the reins of the General Secretariat. He carried on the efforts of his predecessor and managed, 
thanks to his devotion, to boost the visibility of the Prize across the Arab and Muslim worlds and beyond 
for 30 years. In mid-2015, HRH Prince Khalid Al-Faisal assigned the author of this introduction to head 
the Prize’s Secretariat. 
As we celebrate the 40th anniversary of the Prize, we need to point out that it has been won by two hun-
dred and fifty-eight laureates, both male and female, from forty-three countries, out of whom eighteen 
won the Nobel Prize later on, and dozens more won prestigious awards in their fields of competence.
This book contains information about the laureates of the “Arabic Language and Literature” Prize over the 
years, whom number has reached fifty laureates, both individuals and institutions, from thirteen countries.
Last but not least, we heartily and gratefully pray to Almighty Allah for His assistance and for granting 
us success. We do appreciate the gracious Royal patronage of the Prize throughout its evolution. We 
also highly value the standing of the Prize among their Royal Highnesses the members of the Board of 
Trustees of King Faisal Foundation. We extend our deep gratitude to His Royal Highness Prince Khalid 
Al-Faisal, the Chairman of the Prize Board, for his unstinting follow-up, together with all their Royal 
Highnesses and Excellencies the members of the Prize Board. A genuine note of gratitude goes to His 
Royal Highness Prince Bandar bin Saud bin Khalid, the Secretary General of King Faisal Foundation, 
who has constantly given utmost support to the prize.
I should equally pay tribute to all those who collaborate with the Prize from universities, scientific and 
scholarly institutions and centers, as well as the hundreds of scientists and scholars who have participat-
ed in the Prize’s various committees and have contributed to securing the requisite accuracy of referee-
ing by selecting the best and most deserving among nominees to win the Prize.
I avail this occasion to commend the efforts exerted by all my colleagues, including those who have 
left after decades of work, and others who, like their predecessors, continue to work with efficiency, 
dedication and devotion. 
I pray that Allah grant us ever-lasting assistance and success.

Secretary General

Abdulaziz Alsebail  
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1979 Studies on Contemporary Arabic Poetry

1980 Studies on Contemporary Arabic Poetry

1981 Editing Literary Manuscripts from the 2nd and 3rd Centuries AH

1982 Studies on Ancient Arabic Literature from the Pre-Islamic Era to the End of the 
1st Century AH

1983 Studies on Ancient Arabic Literature During the 2nd and 3rd Centuries AH

1984 General Theory in Islamic Jurisprudence

1985 Studies on Ancient Arabic Literary Criticism

1986 Studies on Arabic Literature During the 5th and 6th Centuries AH

1987 Literary Studies on Modern Arabic Prose

1988 Studies on Arabic Literature in Andalusia

1989 Studies Dealing with Prominent Arab Writers and Poets to the end of the 
3rd Century AH

1990 Short Novels

1991 Children’s Literature

1992 Translations of Literary and Critical Studies into Arabic

1993 Plays Written in Metrical or Prose Arabic

1994 Studies Dealing with Ancient Arabic Prose

1995 Studies Dealing with Prominent Arab Writers

1996 Literature Analyzing the Writings of Early Arab Travelers

1997 Studies on the Modern Arabic Novel

1998 Autobiographies by Contemporary Arab Writers

Year

(Withheld)

(Withheld)

(Withheld)

(Withheld)

(Withheld)

(Withheld)

Topic

1979 - 2018  
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1999 Comparative Studies between Arabic and Other Literatures (Theoretical and 
Applied Aspects)

2000 Studies Pertaining to Early Arab Literary Critics

2001 Studies dealing with Modern Arabic Prose

2002 Studies of Modern Palestinian Literature

2003 Studies on the Definitions of Literary and Critical Terms of Arabic 
Literature

2004 Preservation of Classical Arabic to the End of the 5th Century A.H.

2005 Studies on Arabic Prose in the 4th and 5th Centuries A.H.: its genres, 
authors, and books

2006 The Arabic Language in Modern Linguistics

2007 Ancient Arabic Rhetoric

2008 Terminology issues of The Arabic Language

2009 Verification of Poetry, Prose and Anthology through 300 H – 700 H

2010 Studies Dealing with Arabic Grammatical Thought

2011  Studies on Renovation Trends in Arabic Poetry up to the end of the 7th 
Century A.H.

2012 Computer Processing of the Arabic Language: Individual and Institutional En-
deavors

2013  Individual and Institutional Efforts In Writing Arabic Dictionaries

2014 Studies on Modern Arabic Novel

2015 Venture Towards Arabisation of Scientific and Medical Matters

2016 Analysis of the Arabic Poetic Text

2017 Efforts of Individuals and Institutions to Arabicize Science and Technology for 
Transfer: Research and Educational Purposes

2018 Studies Dealing with Autobiography in Arabic Literature

(Withheld)

(Withheld)

(Withheld)

(Withheld)
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1980 Professor Ihsan Abbas 12
1980 Professor Abdulqadir Al-Qit 14
1981 Abdulsalam Haroon 16
1982 Professor Nasir Al-Din Al-Asad 18
1983 Professor Ahmed Shawqi Daif 20
1984 Mahmoud M. Shaker 22
1986 Mohammad B. Al-Athari 24
1988 Professor Mohammad Y. Makki 26
1988 Professor Mohammad bin Sharifah 28
1989 Professor Shaker Al-Fahham 30
1989 Professor Yousef A. Khulaif 32
1990 Mr. Yahia Haqqi 34
1991 Ahmed M. Najeeb 36
1991 Abdultawwab Yousef 38
1991 Ali Abdulqadir Al-Siqilli 40
1992 Professor Mohammad M. Badawi 42
1992 Professor Shukri Ayyad 44
1992 Professor Mohammad Y. Najm 46
1994 Professor Aisha Abd Al-Rahman 48
1994 Professor Wedad Kadi 50
1995 Professor Hamdi S. A. El-Sakkout 52
1995 Professor Mohammad A. M. Ali 54
1995  Salma L. Al-Kowzbari 56
1996 Shaikh Hamad M. Al-Jasir 58
1999 Professor Makarim A. Al-Ghamri 60
1999 Professor Said A. Allouche 62
2000 Professor Abdullah At-Tayyeb 64
2000 Professor Izz Ad-Din Ismail 66
2001 Professor Ibrahim A. Al-Saafin 68

1979 - 2018  

LAUREATES OF KING FAISAL PRIZE 
ARABIC LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE
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2001 Professor Mansour I. Al-Hazmi 70
2002 Professor Husam Al-Din Amin Khatib 72
2002 Professor Husni Mahmud Husain 74
2004 Professor Hussain Muhammad Nassar 76
2006 Professor Tammam Hassan Omar 78
2006 Professor Abdelkader Fassi Fehri 80
2007 Professor Muhammad A. Al-Omri 82
2007 Professor Mustafa A. Nasif 84
2008 Professor Ahmed Matloob Al-Nasiri 86
2008 Professor Muhammad Rachad Hamzaoui 88
2009 Professor Abdulaziz Bin Nasir Al-Manie 90
2010 Professor Abderahman El-Houari Hadj-Saleh 92
2010 Professor Ramzi Mounir Baalbaki 94
2012 Professor Ali Helmy Ahmed Moussa 96
2012 Professor Nabil Ali Mohamed 98
2013 Arabic Language Academy In Cairo 100
2014 Dr. Abdullah Ibrahim 102
2016 Professor Mohamed Abdalmotaleb Mostafa 104
2016 Professor Mohammed El-Ghazouani Miftah 106
2017 Arabic Language Academy of Jordan 108
2018 Professor Chokri Mabkhout 110
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(Studies on Contemporary Arabic Poetry)

PalestineKing Faisal Prize 
Arabic Language and 

Literature 
 1980

Born in Ain Ghazal village in Palestine, Abbas received 
his BA, MA and Ph.D. degrees in Arabic Literature 
from Fuad Al-Awal (now Cairo) University. 

In addition to his numerous scholarly articles and re-
views, Abbas authored 75 books covering not only a 
wide range of modern and ancient Arabic literature 
but also history, geography, law, science and political 
thought. His work included seminal contributions to 
the founding principles of the modern edited texts and 
groundbreaking work on the Arabic literary legacy of 
Muslim Spain. Among his books on modern Arabic 
poetry are Modern Trends in Contemporary Arabic 
Poetry, Badr Shakir Al-Sai’ab and Abd Al-Wahhab 
Al-Bay’ati. Abbas also translated and co-translated 12 
books, including The Poetics of Aristotle by Samuel 
Butcher, The Achievements of T.S. Eliot by Matthies-
sen The Writer as Artist by Carlos Baker, The Arab 
Awakening by George Antonius, The Armed Vision by 

Stanley Hyman, and Moby Dick by Herman Melville. 
Some of the books and articles written by Ihsan Abbas 
have become standard readings of Arabic literature in 
many universities around the world.

Professor Ihsan Abbas was a Professor Emeritus at the 
American University in Beirut (AUB). He had served 
earlier as Chair of Arabic Language and Director of the 
Center for Middle Eastern Studies at AUB, Professor 
of Arabic Literature at Khartoum University and the 
Jordanian University and Visiting Professor at Princ-
eton University. He was also a member of the Royal 
Jordanian Academy, the Arabic language academies in 
Cairo and Damascus, the German Oriental Society. He 
received numerous honors, including an honorary doc-
torate from the University of Chicago. 

Professor Ihsan Abbas passed away in 2003. 

Professor Ihsan Abbas

Co-Laureate
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   (Studies on Contemporary Arabic Poetry)

EgyptKing Faisal Prize 
Arabic Language 

and Literature 
 1980

Born in Sharqiyya Province, Egypt, in 1916, Professor 
Al-Qit obtained a BA in Arabic Language (with Distinc-
tion) from the College of Arts at Fuad Al-Awal Universi-
ty in Cairo and a Ph.D. from London University in 1950. 
Following graduation, he was appointed Chief Librari-
an of King Fuad University, then joined the faculty of 
Ain Shams University, where he became Professor of 
Arabic Language for several decades. During his tenure 
at Ain Shams, he served as Chair of the Department of 
Arabic Language and Dean of the College of Arts. He 
was a board member of the Egyptian Writers’ Union, the 
Egyptian Literary Society, and the Egyptian Supreme 
Council for Arts and Literature. He was also chief editor 
of several, widely circulated Arabic literary magazines. 

Professor Abdulqadir Al-Qit was an erudite Arab intel-
lectual and literary critic, who had enriched the Ara-
bic library with numerous scholarly books and articles 
covering a wide range of Arabic literature, classic and 

contemporary Arabic prose, poetry and translations. 
His contributions included books dealing with reform 
trends in the poetry during the Abassid era, spiritual as-
pects of contemporary Arabic poetry, modern Egyptian 
literature and modern Arabic literature. His translations 
included several world classics by Shakespeare, Wild-
er, Richardson and others.

Professor Al-Qit received the Egyptian State Prize in 
Literature and the Egyptian Order of Merit (First Class) 
for his many intellectual contributions. He was also 
awarded President Mubarak Prize for Literzture.

Professor Abdulqadir Al-Qit passed away in 2002. 

Professor Abdulqadir Al-Qit

Co-Laureate
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(Editing Literary Manuscripts from the Second And Third Centuries A. H.)

Egypt

Abdulsalam Haroun was born in Alexandria, Egypt, 
in 1908 to a family of renowned Islamic scholars. He 
memorized the Holy Quran and learned elementary 
reading and writing during his childhood. He then pur-
sued formal education in Arabic and Islamic studies in 
Al-Azhar institute in Cairo. Thereafter, he joined Dar 
al-Ulum for higher education, graduating with a degree 
in Arabic in 1932. 
Haroun began his career as a faculty member of the 
College of Arts in Alexandria University, moving, in 
1950, to Dar Al Ulum in Cairo where he became profes-
sor and Chair of the Department of Arabic Language. 
He assisted in designing curricula for the College of 
Arts in the -then newly established- Kuwait University, 
and chaired its Departments of Arabic Language and 
Graduate Studies for more than a decade.
Professor Harun published his first edition, Matn ibn 
Shuja’a in 1925, when he was only 16. Two years later 
he published the first volume of his edition of Khizanat 

al-Adab by al-Baghdadi and completed four other vol-
umes while he was a student in Dar al-Ulum. His profun-
dity was exceptional and through the years, he produced 
around 115 books and editions, many of which consist-
ing of several volumes. His publications covered a wide 
range of Arabic language and literary arts, history, reli-
gion and heritage. Among his major works are: Kitab 
Al-Hayawan (8 volumes) and Kitab Al-Bayan wa’l-Ta-
byin, (4 volumes), both by Al-Jahiz; Rules of Gram-
mar (6 volumes) by Ibn Faris, Diwan Al-Hamasa by 
Al-Marzuqi (4 volumes), Kitab Seebawaih (4 volumes) 
and Tahqiq al-Nusus. He also wrote numerous seminal 
articles in Arabic literary journals and supervised and 
examined more than 80 MA and Ph.D. students.
His contributions were recognized by his election to the 
prestigious Arabic Language Academies of Egypt and 
Jordan, and his selection as Secretary General of the 
former and recipient of its award. 
Professor Harun passed away in 1988.

Professor Abdulsalam Harun
King Faisal Prize 

Arabic Language and 
Literature 
 1981
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(Ancient Arabic Literature from the Pre-Islamic Era to the End of the 
1st Century AH)

Jordan

Nasir Al-Din Al-Asad was born in Aqaba, Jordan, in 
1922. He obtained BA and Ph.D. degrees in Arabic 
Language from Fuad Al-Awal University in Cairo 
and lectured at the Arab University and Institute for 
Research and Studies in Cairo before returning to his 
country to assist establish the Jordanian University. 
He was Professor of Arabic Language and Literature, 
Dean of the College of Arts and twice President of that 
University. He was also the President of Ahlia (Private) 
University in Jordan. 

Professor Al-Asad was a distinguished intellectual 
who has made significant contributions to the study of 
Arabic literature during pre-Islamic and early Islamic 
eras. This is best illustrated in his book The Sources 
of Pre-Islamic Arabic Poetry and their Historical Im-
portance. He has also written extensively on modern 
literary arts in Jordan and Palestine and on various as-
pects of Arabic language, history and Islamic studies. 

In addition, he has edited five books and translated An-
tonius’s The Arab Awakening jointly with Ihsan Abbas. 
Aside from his diverse cultural and intellectual pur-
suits, Professor Al-Asad has held several prestigious 
offices in the Jordanian Government including his ap-
pointment as President of the Royal Jordanian Acade-
my for Research on the Islamic Civilization, Jordan’s 
Ambassador to Saudi Arabia and Minister of Higher 
Education. He also served as Chairman of the Board 
of Trustees of the Isra’a University and Abdul Hameed 
Shoman Prize. 
He has received numerous awards, decorations and 
memberships of learned institutions including Arabic 
Language academies in Cairo, Amman, Damascus and 
Morocco, the Aligarth Islamic Academy in India and 
the International Advisory Council of Al-Furqan Islam-
ic Heritage Foundation in London.   
Professor Nasir Al-Din Al-Asad passed away in 2015.

Professor Nasir Al-Din Al-Asad
King Faisal Prize 

Arabic Language and 
Literature 
 1982
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(Ancient Arabic Literature During the 2nd and  3rd Centuries AH)

Egypt

Ahmad Daif was born in 1910 in a small village in 
northern Egypt called Um Hamam. He completed his 
BA and Ph.D. in Fuad Al-Awal University in Cairo and 
was the Professor of Arabic Literature at Cairo Univer-
sity for several decades.

Professor Daif authored more than 50 books dealing 
with a wide range of aspects of Arabic language, lit-
erature and arts. One example of his seminal contribu-
tions to the study of ancient Arabic literature is his book 
on the development and renovations in Arabic poetry 
during the Umayyad era, which is regarded as the most 
important reference so far written in Arabic on that sub-
ject. Another example is his extensive series, History 
of Arabic Literature, which covers poetry, anthology, 
literary criticism, rhetoric and other aspects of litera-
ture during pre-Islamic, early Islamic, Abassid, and lat-

er eras. Daif had spent more than 30 years working on 
this mammoth series, which consisted of 100 volumes. 
An indispensable reference for students and scholars of 
Arabic literature, some volumes of this series were re-
printed more than twenty times. 

Professor Daif’s profundity and intellect gained him re-
spect and wide admiration throughout the Arab world. 
He received several honors, including two State Prizes 
from Egypt, as well as President Mubarak’s Prize for 
Literature and the Egyptian Arabic Language Acade-
my Prize. He was a member of the Egyptian Academy 
of Sciences and the President of the Arabic Language 
Academy for several years. 

Professor Daif passed away in 2005.  

Rofessor Ahmad Shawqi Daif
King Faisal Prize 

Arabic Language and 
Literature 
 1983
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(Arabic Literature During the 4th Century AH)

Egypt

Mahmoud M. Shaker was born in Jarja, Egypt, in 1909. 
He completed his general education in Cairo. Initially, 
he was attracted to mathematics and English classes, 
but later became more inclined towards Arabic lan-
guage and literature. He was admitted to the College of 
Arts in Cairo only to leave it two years later. Then, he 
traveled to Saudi Arabia where he founded a primary 
school in Jeddah and served as its headmaster for some 
years, then became a full-time writer and researcher. 

Shakir was one the most influential scholars of ancient 
Arabic literature. His prolific writings on this subject 
include classical editions of many important early texts 
and selected anthologies, such as the works of Maqrizi, 
Ahmad al-Katib, Al-Tobari, Al-Zubair ibn Bakkar, Abu 
Tammam and others. Of particular importance are his 
books Abatil wa Asmar (2 volumes) and Al Mutanab-

bi. The latter book is still one of the most authoritative 
studies on the works of this great Arab poet and was 
re-published several times. Shaker also reviewed and 
verified several other ancient Arabic transcripts and 
published hundreds of literary articles. He co-founded 
Dar-al-Uruba, which specialized in publishing Arabic 
classics.

Shaker was awarded Egypt’s State Prize for Arabic Lit-
erature and elected to Arabic Language academies in 
Cairo and Damascus. He was also elected for the Inter-
national Advisory Council of Al Furqan Islamic Heri-
tage Foundation in London.      

Mr. Mahmoud Shaker passed away in 1997.   

Mahmoud M. Shaker
King Faisal Prize 

Arabic Language and 
Literature 
 1984
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(Arabic Literature During the 5th and 6th Centuries AH)

Iraq

Mohammad Al-Athari was born in Baghdad in 1902. 
He memorized the Holy Quran at the age of 6. In addi-
tion to studying Arabic language, literature and Islam-
ic Shari’a in formal Iraqi schools, he privately studied 
French, English and Turkish languages. He was men-
tored in religious and Arabic language studies by re-
nowned local scholars, including the legendary Shaikh 
Mahmoud Shukri Al-Alousi, the Mufti of Baghdad. 
Al-Athari became a teacher of Arabic, then Inspector 
of Arabic in the Iraqi Ministry of Education and Ad-
ministrative Director of the Ministry of Endowments. 
In 1951, he was appointed professor of Arabic literature 
and Ethics in the Police College in Baghdad, beside his 
responsibilities in the Ministry of Education. 

Shaikh Al-Athari retired in 1963 to become a full-time 
author and scholar of Arabic. He authored numerous 
books and edited many others on different aspects of 
Arabic language and arts, including analyses of several 

early Arabic texts and anthologies, particularly an edi-
tion of Imad Ed-Din Al-Asfahani’s Kharidat al-Qasr 
wa Jaridat al-Asr; a landmark of ancient Arabic prose, 
poetry, and literary criticism. Al-Athari had also pub-
lished hundreds of articles and made numerous other 
contributions not only to the study of Arabic literature 
but also to history and Islamic studies.

In 1949, he co-founded the Iraqi Science Academy 
and became its Vice-President and chief editor of its 
journal. He was also elected to the Arabic Language 
Academies of Cairo, Damascus and Amman, the Roy-
al Moroccan Academy and the International Advisory 
Council of Al-Furqan Islamic Heritage Foundation. His 
life and works have been subjects of graduate degrees 
and a compilation of his major literary contributions 
was published by the Iraqi Science Academy. 

Al-Athari passed away in 1996.       

Professor Mohammad Bahjat Al-Athari
King Faisal Prize 

Arabic Language and 
Literature 
 1986
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(Arabic Literature in Andalusia)

Egypt

Mahamoud Yusuf Makki was born in Qina, Egypt, in 
1929. He obtained his BA in Arabic Language from 
Cairo University in 1949 and Ph.D. in Spanish Liter-
ature from Madrid Central University in 1955. After 
graduation, he joined the Cultural Relations Admin-
istration of the Egyptian Ministry of Education and 
was Egypt’s Cultural Attaché in Spain, Director of 
the Institute of Islamic Studies in Madrid and pro-
fessor of Arabic Language and Literature in Madrid 
Central University. He has also served as Director of 
the Translation Department of the Egyptian Ministry 
of Culture, professor in Kuwait University and visit-
ing professor in several Arab universities as well as 
the Center for Oriental Studies in Mexico. In 1977, 
he became professor of Andalusian literature in Cai-
ro University, where he established and chaired the 
Department of Spanish Language and Literature un-
til his retirement in 1997. 

Professor Makki is a leading scholar of Andalusian lit-
erature and the author of numerous books and articles 
dealing with Arabic, Spanish and Latin American liter-
ature. Of particular importance are his books on the in-
fluence of Islam and Arabs in the European civilization, 
his groundbreaking text on the Andalusian historian Ibn 
Hayyan, his edition of Diwan ibn Darrag Al-Ghastali 
and his translations of several works of Spanish and 
Latin American literature and poetry. 

Makki has been awarded Alfonso medal and Order 
of Excellence from Spain, and the Literature and Arts 
Prize and Republican Order from Egypt. He is a mem-
ber of the Arabic Language Academy in Cairo, the 
Royal Academy of History in Madrid and the Royal 
Academy of Arts in Barcelona and Cordoba. He is also 
Chairman of the Egyptian Society for Spanish Studies.  

Professor Makki passed away in 2013.

Professor Mahmoud Y. Makki
King Faisal Prize 

Arabic Language and 
Literature 
 1988

Co-Laureate
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(Arabic Literature in Andalusia)

Morocco

Mohammad bin Sharifah was born in al-Walidiyya vil-
lage in Morocco in 1930. After completing his general 
education in Ibn Yusuf College, he obtained a BA from 
Mohammed V University in Morocco, master’s and 
Ph.D. degrees in Literature from Cairo University. He 
taught Andalusian Literature at Mohammed V University 
in Morocco and became Dean of the College of Arts and 
President of Mohammed the 1st University in Annaba. 

Bin Sharifah is a leading authority in Andalusian liter-
ature, particularly during the era of the Islamic State in 
Granada. His prolific writings on the role of Arab and 
Muslim literary figures in Andalusia are exemplified by 
his books: The Life and Works of Abul Matraf Ahmed 
Ibn Omaira al-Makhzoumi, Popular Sayings in Anda-
lusia, Al-Basti, Last of Andalusian Poets, Abu Marwan 
al-Baji and His Journey to the East, Adib Al-Andalus: 
Abu Bahr Al-Tujibi and many other books. He has also 
verified several texts including the 8-volume book Al-

thail wa Takmilah Kitabai Al Mausul wul Sela by Ibn 
Abdul Malik al-Marrakishi (jointly with Ihsan Abbas), 
Ibn Rushd Al-Hafid: Sira Wathaiqiyah by Averroes,  al-
Zaman wul Makan  by Ibn Al-Zubair and Rawdat al-Adib 
by Ibn Lial al-Shraishi. Bin Sharifah has also published 
numerous articles and research papers and participated 
in many conferences in his field of specialization. 

He is a member of the Royal Moroccan Academy, the 
Royal History Academy in Madrid, the Arabic Lan-
guage Academy in Cairo, the Royal Academy for Is-
lamic Civilization and the Al-AlBait Foundation for Is-
lamic Thought in Jordan. A biography of Bin Sharifah’s 
life and works has also been recently published. 

Bin Sharifah has been awarded several prizes and dec-
orations by his country, including the Grand Prize for 
his book: Abu Tamman and Abu Al-Taib in Moroccan 
Literature, the Merit Award, Knight Order and Officer 
Order of the Moroccan Kingdom.

Professor Mohammad Bin Sharifah
King Faisal Prize 

Arabic Language and 
Literature 
 1988

Co-Laureate
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(Prominent Arab Writers and Poets Until the End of the 3rd 
Century AH)

Syria

Shaker Al-Fahham was born to an elite and religious 
family in Hums, Syria, in 1921. He was educated in 
Fuad Al-Awal University from which he received his 
BA in 1946, MA in 1960 and Ph.D. in 1963 in Arabic 
Language and Literature. 

Professor Al-Fahham was appointed to several presti-
gious academic and political positions in Syria. He was 
a member of the Peoples Assembly, Minister of Educa-
tion- twice, Minister of Higher Education-twice, Am-
bassador to Algiers and President of Damascus Univer-
sity. Despite his enormous administrative and political 
responsibilities, he continued teaching in Damascus 
University as a professor of Arabic Language and Lit-
erature at the College of Arts. He has also participated 
significantly in conferences, symposia, committees and 
a range of national, Arab and international cultural and 
educational institutions.

Professor Al-Fahham’s deep knowledge of the ingre-

dients of Arabic Literature is reflected in his numer-
ous books, editions, verifications and articles. Among 
his books on ancient Arab poets are: Nazarat Fi Shi’r 
Bashar ibn Burd (Views on the Poetry of Bashar 
ibn Burd), Mukhtart min Shi’r Al-Andalus (Selec-
tions from Andalusian Poetry) and Al-Farzdag. The 
last-mentioned book remains one of the best-known 
critiques available on the life and works of this ancient 
Arab poet. Al-Fahham has been a key figure in the Arab 
cultural life for many decades and a symbol of contem-
porary Arabic culture. 

Professor Al-Fahham passed away in 2008.       

Professor Shaker Al-Fahham
King Faisal Prize 

Arabic Language and 
Literature 
  1989

Co-Laureate
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Egypt

Yusuf Khulaif was born in Alexandria, Egypt, in 1922. 
He obtained his BA, MA and Ph.D. Degrees in Ara-
bic Language and Literature from the College of Arts 
in Fuad Al-Awal University in Cairo. Following his 
graduation in 1956, he was appointed Lecturer in the 
Department of Arabic Language and became full pro-
fessor of Arabic Language and Literature in 1972, and 
Chairman of the Department from 1975 to his retire-
ment in 1981. Thereafter, he was appointed Professor 
Emeritus at Cairo University. He had also served as 
Convener of the Supreme Council of Culture’s Prize 
Committee in Arabic Literature in Egypt, editor in the 
Arabic Language Academy in Cairo and Professor of 
Arabic Literature in Kuwait (for three years).

Professor Khulaif’s distinguished contributions are 
embodied in several books, reviews, anthologies and 
research articles. Some of his best-known books are: 
Al Sa’alik Poets in Pre-Islamic Literature, Zur Rimma: 

The Poet of Love and Desert, Ideal Love in Arabic Lit-
erature, Poetry in Kufa to the End of the Second Cen-
tury A.D., History of Arabic Poetry in the Abbasid Era 
and Research Methods in Literature . A poet himself, 
Khulaif had published two collections of his poems.

Professor Khulaif was awarded the Cairo University 
Prize for Research and the State Prize in Literature 
from the Egyptian Supreme Council of Culture. 

Professor Yusuf Khulaif passed away in 1995.

Professor Yousef Khulaif
King Faisal Prize 

Arabic Language and 
Literature 
  1989 (Prominent Arab Writers and Poets Until the End of the 3rd 

Century AH)Co-Laureate
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(Short Novels)

Egypt

The renowned Egyptian writer and novelist Yahia 
Haqqi was born in a modest area of Cairo in 1905 to a 
middle-class family of Turkish roots. He was original-
ly trained as a lawyer and served as a diplomat in his 
country’s missions in Turkey, Italy, France, and else-
where, but it was not long before he realized that he 
was born to be a writer.  He resigned his job to become 
a full-time novelist.

Haqqi published his first novel in 1926 at the age of 20. 
For the next 60 years, he wrote a superb collection of 
novels and short stories that placed him at the forefront 
of modern Arab short story writers. His belief in the 
role of literature as a driving force of life and an en-
hancer of the values of   society, was strikingly evident 
in his writings. Some of his greatest works are Qandil 
Um Hashim (The Saint’s Lamp), Sah al-naum (Wake 
Up), Dimaa wa Tair (Blood and Birds) and Al-Bostaji 
(The Postman), which reflected social changes in Egypt 

since the first quarter of the 20th century. In these nov-
els, as in all his other works, he maintained a richly 
poetic style and imagery without losing track of his her-
itage. He also wrote an autobiography entitled Kalliha 
ala Allah (Leave it to God) and some books of literary 
criticism.  

Yahia Haqqi was a prominent figure in the cultural 
life of Egypt. He had contributed significantly to the 
creation of art institutes, theatres, and folklore troupes 
in his country. His numerous awards include honorary 
doctoral degrees, the Egyptian State Prize for Liter-
ature, Egyptian Order of Merit, and French Order of 
Knight. His books were translated into different lan-
guages and his life and works are still the subject of 
extensive study both in the Arab world and the West. 

Yahia Haqqi passed away in Cairo in 1992.

Mr. Yahia Haqqi
King Faisal Prize 

Arabic Language and 
Literature 
  1990
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(Children’s Literature)

EgyptKing Faisal Prize 
Arabic Language 

and Literature 
 1991

Mr. Ahmed Mahmoud Najeeb was born in Giza in 
1928. He obtained BA and MA degrees in Arts from 
Cairo University. He also obtained a degree from the 
Teachers’ Institute for Higher Studies in Cairo, and cer-
tificates from the Egyptian National Planning Institute, 
the German Academy of Educational Sciences in Ber-
lin and the International Institute of Educational Plan-
ning in France. He held several important educational 
and administrative responsibilities in his country.

Mr. Najeeb, a popular writer of children’s fiction; wrote 
more than 200 books for children, one of which sold 
over 9 million copies. His writings combined great tal-
ent with a profound knowledge of the psychological 
and emotional needs of children and of their linguistic 
and mental limits. He edited an international series of 
children stories which was published simultaneously in 
Cairo, Beirut, Casablanca, Madrid, Geneva and Paris. 
He also edited Al-Mukhtar children’s magazine, pub-

lished by the Arab Council for Children. At least eleven 
of academic books on children’s literature are currently 
used for teaching in Arab universities.

Najeeb was a member of the Egyptian Supreme Coun-
cil for Culture, and the Egyptian Writers Union. He had 
received many awards including the Egyptian State 
Prize for Children’s Literature, the Science and Arts 
Medal (First Class), the First Prize in Arts from the Ku-
waiti Research Institute, the Children’s Day Prize and 
Plaques of the Egyptian Radio and Television Union 
and the Governorate of Aswan. 

Mr. Najeeb passed away in 2003.    

Mr. Ahmad M. Najeeb

Co-Laureate
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(Children’s Literature)

Egypt

Abdultawwab Ahmad Yousef was born in Baheira 
province in Egypt in 1928. He obtained a BA in po-
litical sciences from the College of Commerce in Cai-
ro University in 1949. He held several administrative 
responsibilities and headed the Department of Culture 
in the Public Relations Administration of the Arab So-
cialist Union until 1975, when he resigned to devote his 
time entirely for writing.

Yusuf is a giant of children literature. An admired and 
prolific writer, he has authored close to 400 books and 
tales written especially for children, of which more 
than 20 million copies have been printed. He also ed-
ited fascinating children magazines and presents radio 
and television programs that attract a large audience of 
children. His books typically combine the pleasures of 
a stimulating imagination with a subtle moral message. 
Some of his stories have been translated into English, 
French, German, Spanish, Chinese, Persian and Urdu. 
He has also written around 30 academic books relating 

to children educational and cultural guidance. 

He founded Al-Fardus, the first monthly Islamic maga-
zine for children, and the Society for Child Literature in 
the 1960’s and organized the first conference on Child 
Literature in the Arab world in 1970. He has been a 
member of the Children’s Committee of the Egyptian 
Supreme Council for Culture since its inception, and 
had been a member of the Board of the Egyptian Writ-
ers’ Union for 8 years. 

Mr. Abdultawwab Yousef was awarded the Egyptian 
State Prizes for Children’s Literature (with First Class 
Medal), and Children’s Culture (with Second Class 
Medal), as well as prizes from the UNESCO, ALES-
CO, Union of Arab Radio Stations, the International 
Council for Children Books (Switzerland) and the In-
ternational Exhibition for Children Books in Italy.

Mr. Abdultawwab passed away in 2015.    

Mr. Abdultawwab Yousef
King Faisal Prize 

Arabic Language and 
Literature 
  1991

Co-Laureate
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(Children’s Literature)

Morocco

Born in Fez, Morocco, in 1932, Ali Al-Siqilli was ed-
ucated in Al-Qaraween University in Fez. He was the 
first Director of the Publications Department in the 
Moroccan Royal Court in 1956. He served for many 
years as a cultural counselor in the Moroccan Minis-
try of Foreign Affairs and as cultural attaché to several 
countries. He has also been teaching Arabic literature 
and language in the College of Arts and Humanities in 
Rabat for about 50 years and was the Inspector General 
of Education in Morocco. 

Al-Siqilli is a remarkable educator, poet, and writer of 
children’s literature. He uses poetry as a medium for 
writing tales and rural plays for children. His writing 
incorporates fascinating limericks and ballads designed 
to suit children of different ages, stimulating their 
imagination while providing them with experience. He 
also writes for adults and translates poems from French 
to Arabic. The complete collection of his own poems 

has been published in a 7-volume book. Notably, he is 
the author of the Moroccan national anthem.

He is a member of the Moroccan Writers Union since 
1967 and has participated in educational conferences 
and cultural festivals in his country and in several sym-
posia in Arab and European countries. He was awarded 
Morocco’s Grand Prize in 1981 for his play “The Great 
War”, and he was awarded an honorary doctorate from 
the International Poetry Festival in Marrakech in 1984.

Ali Al-Siqilli passed away in 2007.

Mr. Ali Abdulqadir Al-Siqilli
King Faisal Prize 

Arabic Language and 
Literature 
  1991

Co-Laureate
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(Translations of Literary and Critical Studies into Arabic)

Egypt

Mohammad Mustafa Badawi was born in Alexandria, 
Egypt, in 1925. He obtained BA from Alexandria Uni-
versity and Ph.D. from London University.    

 He was a Fellow of St. Anthony’s College, Oxford; 
former Professor of Modern Arabic Literature and 
Director of Middle Eastern Studies Center at Oxford. 
He has served for many years as editor-in-chief and 
member of editorial boards of international journals 
of Middle Eastern studies. He was also a member 
of the editorial board of the Cambridge History of 
Arabic Literature.

 Professor Badawi has published some 30 books, edi-
tions and translations, and numerous scholarly articles 
and reviews in Arabic and English. His translations of 
literary classics into Arabic have been invaluable to 
Arab scholars, especially the translation of I. A. Rich-
ard’s Principles of Literary Criticism, a landmark of 
literary criticism. Professor Badawi overcame the diffi-

culties of this translation and presented the text in sim-
ple, easy-to-understand Arabic. 

Among his many other contributions are his books: An 
Anthology of Modern Arabic Verse, A Short History of 
Modern Arabic Literature, A Critical Introduction to 
Modern Arabic Poetry, Modern Arabic Drama in Egyp, 
Selected Works of Phillip Larken and Shakespeare’s 
Macbeth and a translation into Arabic of Prophetic In-
vocations by Imam Al-Haddad. Badawi has also trans-
lated modern Arabic classics into English, including 
Sara, by Abbas Mahmud Aqqad, The Thief and The 
Dogs by Naguib Mahfouz (translated jointly with Trev-
or Le Gassick), The Sultan’s Dilemma and The Song of 
Death by Tewfik Al-Hakim and The Saint’s Lamp and 
Other Stories by Yahia Haqqi. His books in Arabic, on 
the other hand, include: Dirasat Fi Al-Shir Wa Al-Mas-
rah and Atlal Wa Rasail Min Landan.

Professor Badawi passed away in 2012.    

King Faisal Prize 
Arabic Language and 

Literature 
  1992

Professor Mohammad Mustafa Badawi

Co-Laureate
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(Translations of Literary and Critical Studies into Arabic)

Egypt

Shukri Ayyad was born in the village of Kafr Shanwan 
in Shebin Al-Koum, Menoufiya, Egypt. He studied Ar-
abic Literature at Fuad Al-Awal University in Cairo, 
earning his BA in 1940, MA in 1948 and Ph.D. in 1953.  

Ayyad was a professor of modern Arabic literature at 
Cairo, Khartoum and King Saud Universities he was 
also Dean of the Theater Institute in Cairo, Chairman of 
the Department of Arabic Literature, Vice-Dean of the 
College of Arts at Cairo University. Moreover, he was 
Cultural Attaché at the Egyptian Embassy in Brazil. 

Professor Ayyad was a distinguished writer, literary 
critic and scholar who combined profound knowl-
edge of Arabic heritage and Islamic thought with 
open-mindedness towards western literary and artistic 
achievements. He authored numerous articles, books, 
reviews, editions, translations and short stories. One 
of his best-known translations is Aristotle on Poetics, 
which surpasses most other translations by its resource-

fulness and clarity. Ayyad had also published many 
other books, including The Protagonist in Novels and 
Fairy Tales, Taghur, The Poet of Peace and Love, The 
Art of Literature in a Changing World, Limited Vision 
and The Arab Diwan from Tribal Unity to One Nation 
Unity. In addition, he published six series of short sto-
ries and numerous popular articles and wrote a chapter 
on Arabic literature in Islamic Egypt in the Cambridge 
History of Arabic Literature.

Professor Ayyad passed away in 1999.  

Professor Shukri Ayyad
King Faisal Prize 

Arabic Language and 
Literature 
  1992

Co-Laureate
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(Translations of Literary and Critical Studies into Arabic)

Lebanon

Mohammad Yusuf Najm was born in Al-Majdal, Pales-
tine, in 1925, and grew up in Beirut. He obtained a BA 
from the Department of Arabic at the American Univer-
sity in Beirut (AUB), an MA from AUB and an MA and 
a Ph.D. degree from Fuad Al-Awal University in Cairo. 
Following his graduation in 1954, he worked at AUB 
until his retirement in 1998. 
Professor Najm was a distinguished scholar, educator 
and literary critic. He has authored or co-authored nu-
merous books, editions, reviews and articles dealing 
with different ingredients of Arabic literature; poetry, 
theater, modern literature and literary criticism. One 
of his most important contributions in terms of trans-
lating classic books of literary criticism is an articulate 
translation of D. Daiches’s Critical Approaches to Lit-
erature, which became a vital reference to students and 
scholars of Arabic literature. Najm has also translated 
and co-translated several other books, including Stanley 

Hyman’s The Armed Vision jointly with Ihsan Abbas 
and others, and Hamilton Gibb’s Studies on the Civili-
zation of Islam with Ihsan Abbas and Mahmud Zayed.
Professor Najm was a Visiting Professor to Kuwait and 
Harvard universities and invited lecturer at the univer-
sities of Indiana, California, New York, Berlin, Frank-
furt, Gottingen, and Tübingen. He was also Chairman 
of the Permanent Committee of Arabic Culture, and 
member of the Theater Committee and the Institute of 
Arabic Manuscripts in the Arab League Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organization (ALESCO). 
He was a member of Arabic language academies in Da-
mascus and Cairo, the Royal Jordanian Academy for 
Islamic Civilization Research in Amman and the Tu-
nisian Academy of Arts and Sciences. He has received 
prizes from the Arab League of Nations and the Kuwait 
Foundation for the Advancement of Science.  
Professor Najm passed away in 2009.  

Professor  Mohammad Yousef Najm
King Faisal Prize 

Arabic Language and 
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Co-Laureate
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(Ancient Arabic Prose)

Egypt

Aisha Abd Al-Rahman was born in 1913 in Dumyat, 
close to the Mediterranean shores. She was better 
known in the Arab world by her pen nickname “Bint 
Ash-Shati” (Daughter of the Shore). She completed her 
general education at home, in defiance of the prevailing 
tradition at that time, which discouraged females from 
receiving education. In the national examinations, she 
consistently came first on the whole of Egypt. Her fam-
ily was convinced to allow her to proceed to College 
and once again her BA, M.A. and Ph.D. degrees were 
all of the highest distinction.
 Her subsequent career as a professor of Arabic lan-
guage and literature spanned over 50 years, and took 
her to Sudan, Lebanon, Saudi Arabia, United Arab 
Emirates, Morocco, and Egypt. She was always ad-
mired by her students and peers for her unique style in 
combining Islamic and Arabic studies. She employed 
Quranic eloquence as the basis for teaching language 
arts, Quranic verses as the basis for teaching linguis-

tics and grammar, and authentication techniques of the 
Prophet’s sayings (Hadith) as the basis for verifying 
and authenticating literary citations. Her brilliant ma-
nipulation of ancient Arabic prose helped to unravel 
many obscurities and inaccurate citations in the materi-
al and has brought it closer to the reader and researcher. 
This is best seen in her groundbreaking study of the 
10th Century “Risalat Al-Ghufran” (The Mission of 
Remission).
 Professor Aisha Abd Al-Rahman was also a strong 
women’s rights advocate who had adhered strictly to 
Islamic teachings. Her legacy of more than 40 books on 
Islamic teachings, dozens of books on Arabic literature, 
novels, hundreds of research papers, and innumerable 
articles in daily and weekly newspapers over a span of 
60 years gained her wide recognition throughout the 
Arab and Islamic worlds. She received numerous priz-
es, decorations and other honors.
Professor Aisha passed away in 1998.   

Professor Aisha Abd Al-Rahman 
“Bint-Ash-Shati”King Faisal Prize 

Arabic Language and 
Literature 
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(Ancient Arabic Prose)

USA

 Wadad Kadi was born in Beirut, Lebanon, in 1943. She 
received her BA and master’s degrees in Arabic Litera-
ture, and her Ph.D. in Arabic Literature and Islamic Stud-
ies, from the American University in Beirut (AUB). She 
taught for three years at AUB and one year as a fellow/
lecturer at Harvard University, then returned to AUB as an 
associate professor in the Department of Arabic and Near 
Eastern Langauges. She was a visiting professor at Co-
lumbia University in 1985 and associate professor of Near 
Eastern Studies at Yale University for the following two 
years. In 1988, she was appointed Professor at the Uni-
versity of Chicago and was Chair the Department of Near 
Eastern Languages and Civilization in Chicago for several 
years. In 1997, she was named the Avalon Foundation Dis-
tinguished Service Professor of Islamic Studies and Near 
Eastern Languages at the University of Chicago. 
An erudite scholar of Arabic literature, Kadi has published 
widely in Arabic and English, including exemplary editions 
and anthologies of many important early texts. Her major 
research, which covers a broad area of ancient Arabic prose, 

examines texts not only as literary works but also as the ex-
pression of Medieval Islamic civilization and thought. Her 
work has reintroduced many important texts from the great 
tradition of Arabic prose, making them available to students 
and scholars. She has authored ten books and numerous ar-
ticles, reviews and chapters. She also participated in more 
than 50 scholarly conferences and symposia. One of her 
greatest accomplishments is Ibn Hayyan’s Al-Basa’ir wul 
Zakha’ir (9 volumes), which embodies a superb selection 
of ancient anthologies and classic prose. 
Kadi is an associate editor of E. J. Brill’s Encyclopedia 
of the Qu’ran, co-editor of Brill’s series: Islamic Historty 
and Civilization and member of editorial boards of several 
academic journals including: Arabica, Journal of Islamic 
Studies and Al-Abhath.
Her honors include academic prizes, visiting prtofessor-
ships at prestigious universities in the US, Europe and the 
Middle East and memberships of several professional or-
ganizations. 

Professor Wadad Afif Kadi
King Faisal Prize 
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Co-Laureate
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(Prominent Contemporary Arab Writers)

Egypt

Hamdi El-Sakkout was born in Gharbiyya Governorate 
in Egypt in 1930. He received a bachelor’s degree in 
Arabic Language and Literature from Cairo University, 
a Diploma of Education from Ain Shams University and 
a Ph.D. from Cambridge University in the U. K.  He 
is a distinguished scholar, Professor of Modern Arabic 
Literature and Director of Research and Arabic Studies 
Centers at the American University in Cairo (AUC). 

Al-Sakkout’s publications cover a wide range of liter-
ary issues, including editions and translations of Ara-
bic documents of the Ottoman period, studies of the 
Egyptian novel and short story, and current trends in 
literary criticism. He is credited for his detailed bib-
liographic study of the life and works of Abbas Mah-
mud Al-Aqqad, one of the most celebrated modern 
Arab writers. The book is part of a series of exhaustive 
bibliographic studies entitled Leaders of Contemporary 
Arab Literature in Egypt. Five other volumes, com-
prising bibliographies of Taha Hussayn, Ibrahim Abd 

al-Gadir al-Mazini, Abd al-Rahman Shukri, Muham-
mad Hussayn Haikal and Tawfiq al-Hakim, were co-au-
thored with the late Professor Marsden Jones. In 2001, 
Al-Sakkout added a volume on Salah Abd al-Sabur to 
the series. He has also edited The Modern Arabic Nov-
el: Bibliography and Critical Introduction, an immense 
6-volume text covering more than 4,600 individual 
novels written in Arabic from 1865 to 1995.  

He is a member of leading cultural organizations in Egypt, 
a life member of Claire Hall at Cambridge University, a 
former Visiting Professor to the Universities of Califor-
nia in Berkley and Washington in Seattle and organizer of 
the AUB Arabic Cultural Program. He has received Toma 
Prize for African Writers, Modern Languages Foundation 
Prize (USA) and Al-Ahram Club Prize.  

Professor Al-Sakkout is a member of the National 
Council for Culture and Information and a part-time 
advisor to Sultan Qaboos University in Amman.

Professor Hamdi El-Sakkout
King Faisal Prize 

Arabic Language and 
Literature 
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Co-Laureate
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(Prominent Contemporary Arab Writers)

Egypt

Mohammed Abu Al-Anwar was born in Faqus, Egypt, 
in 1932. He obtained his BA in Arabic language and lit-
erature in 1960, then proceeded with graduate research, 
completing an MA in literary studies and a Ph.D. in the 
history of Arabic literature from Dar Al-Ulum in Cairo 
University. Following his graduation in 1971, he pur-
sued an acadmic career and rose to the rank of professor 
of Arabic literature since 1980. He then became Chair-
man of the Department of Literary Studies in Dar Al 
Ulum in 1985. He was seconded for various periods to 
teach Arabic Literature in the Sudan and Saudi Arabia.     

Professor Mohammed has published numerous re-
search articles and literary essays and authored more 
than 10 books. He focused primarily on the develop-
ment of Arabic poetry through different phases of his-
tory, from the pre-Islamic era to the present. One of 
his most important contributions on contemporary 
Arab writers is his book Mustafa Lutfi Al-Manfalouti, 

a carefully researched 3-volume documentation of the 
life and works of this influential writer, which had an 
impact on modern Arabic literature. His work has made 
a serious contribution characterized by objectivity, in-
quiry and accuracy in the documentation and study of 
texts. Among his books: Literary Dialogue on Poetry, 
his thesis on the literary battles of poetry and artistic 
issues in Egypt (1900-1950), the book discusses all the 
battles that took place in newspapers (Or in books), in-
cluding the battles of Akkad and Mazni with the con-
servatives such as Ahmed Shawki and Hafez Ibrahim.

Dr. Mohammed was an passionate participant in Egypt’s 
cultural life and has served on prestigious committees 
and councils in his country, including memberships 
of Egypt’s Supreme Council for Culture and Supreme 
Council for Islamic Affairs. He was also a founding 
member of the Union of Egyptian Writers.

Professor Abu Al-Anwar passed away in 2009.

Professor Mohammad Abu Al-Anwar 
King Faisal Prize 

Arabic Language and 
Literature 
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Co-Laureate
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(Prominent Contemporary Arab Writers)

Syria

Born in 1923 to a prominent Damascene family, Salma 
Al-Haffar Al-Kowzbari was one of the foremost Arab 
woman novelists and defenders of women’s rights and 
equality. Her father, Lutfi al-Haffar, was a Syrian prime 
minister during the French Mandate, and subsequently 
an avid supporter of Syrian independence. Although she 
was born during a time when it was against social norms 
for women to attend school, she was able, with her fa-
ther’s support, to receive excellent education in French 
and English at an elite Franciscan school in Damascus. 
Meanwhile, she studied and commanded Arabic under 
a distinguished Lebanese publisher, Mary Ajami, who 
encouraged her to write. 

Al-Kowzbari published her first article at the age of 
17 and had since written novels, short stories, and bi-
ographies in Arabic, and poetry in French. Following 
extensive travel in Latin America and Spain, she had 
also gained interest in Spanish studies, particularly the 

Andalusian legacy. Her first book, an autobiography 
titled “Hala’s Diaries” (1950) was translated to French 
and was eventually followed by another autobiography, 
Amber and Ashes. In 2000, she wrote: “Spanish and 
Andalusian Memories with Nizar Kabbani and his Let-
ters” in which she described her encounters with the 
late Arab poet. Her greatest passion, however, was to 
study the early 20th Century women’s rights heroine 
and literary figure, Mai Ziadeh. She spent 17 years 
researching Miss Ziadeh. She discovered previously 
unpublished documents, letters, and manuscripts from 
Ziadeh, including her two-decade correspondence with 
Kahlil Gibran. Her works on Ziadeh include “Mai 
Ziadeh and the Tragedy of Genius” (1961), “Accom-
plished Women” (1961) and “Blue Spark: Gibran’s 
Love Letters to Mai Ziadeh” (2004).

Salma Al-Haffar Al-Kowzbari passed away in Beirut in 
2006.

Salma Lutfi Al-Haffar Al-Kowzbari
King Faisal Prize 

Arabic Language and 
Literature 
  1995

Co-Laureate
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 (Writings of Early Arab Travelers)

Saudi Arabia

Hamad Al-Jasir was born in Al-Burud village in Qua-
sim, Central Saudi Arabia. He was educated in Saudi 
Arabia and Egypt. His remarkable career spanned more 
than 60 years, during which he had authored more than 
1,200 articles and numerous books dealing with dif-
ferent aspects of the Arabian society and including de-
tailed analyses of more than 30 works written by early 
Arab travelers and pilgrims. Among his most important 
contributions in that respect are his scholastic 3-volume 
study of Al-Durar al-Farida, by Abd al-Gadir al-Jaziri 
(16th century A.H.), and Kitab al-Manasik, attributed 
to Al-Harbi, an Arab traveler of the 8th century A.H.  

For more than 30 years, Shaikh Al-Jasir was the pub-
lisher of Al Yamama, the first newspaper published 
in Riyadh, and Al-Arab magazine, a popular and rich 
source of information on the life and culture of Saudi 
Arabia. He also founded Al-Riyadh Printing Press, the 
first press in the Saudi capital, and Dar Al-Yamama, a 

research, publishing and translating center that focuses 
on the history and geography of the Arabian Peninsula. 
One of the major publications that emerged from Dar 
Al-Yamama was Al-Jasir’s own Geographic Encyclo-
pedia of Saudi Arabian Lands.  

Shaikh Al-Jasir’s impact as a writer and publisher 
had earned him prestige among his peers. He had re-
ceived several awards including Saudi Arabian State 
Prize in Arts and King Abdulaziz Order, Babtain Prize 
from UAE, Kuwait Foundation for the Advancement 
of Science Prize and an Honorary Doctorate Degree 
from King Saud University. He was elected mem-
ber of the Arabic Language academies of Damascus, 
Baghdad and Cairo, the Islamic Academy in Aligarth 
and the Royal Jordanian Academy for Research in Is-
lamic Civilization. 

Shaikh Al-Jasir’s passed away in 2001. 

King Faisal Prize 
Arabic Language and 
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 (Comparative Studies Between Arabic and Other Literatures)

Egypt

Makarim Al-Ghamri was born in Fayyoum, Egyp, in 
1947. She obtained her BA from the College of Lin-
guistics at Ain Shams University in Cairo and Ph.D. in 
comparative literature at Moscow University. Her aca-
demic career extends over 30 years during which she 
has served as Professor of Comparative Russian Liter-
ature at the College of Linguistics in Ain Shams Uni-
versity, Chair of the Department of Slavic Languages 
and Director of the Translation Department, Vice-Dean 
and currently Dean of the College of Linguistics. She 
helped in developing the latter College and adding new 
departments and a center for Chinese Studies. She is a 
member of the Translation Committee of the Supreme 
Council for Culture in Egypt, the Egyptian Chapter of 
the International Pen Club and the Egyptian Society of 
Comparative Literature. 

Professor Al-Ghamri is a specialist in Russian lan-
guage and literature. She has written many papers 

and books on different genres of Arabic and Russian 
languages and literature, including poetry, novels, 
literary criticism and translations. One of her best-
known contributions is her book The Influence of Ar-
abic and Islamic cultures on Russian literature during 
the 19th century which is considered to be one of the 
most thoroughly documented Arabic texts on the sub-
ject. Her other works include: Russian Novel in the 
19th Century, Pushkin at the Fountain of Tears, and 
the Eternal Blower. She also translated several Rus-
sian articles, novels and plays such as War and Peace 
by Bulgakov, Alive Forever by Remizov and several 
works of the 19th Century Russian playwright Alek-
sandr Ostrvskii (1823-1886).   

Professor Al-Ghamri was awarded Poshkin’s Medal 
on the 100th anniversary of the birth of this renowned 
Russian poet.  

Professor Makarim Ahmed Al-Ghamri
King Faisal Prize 

Arabic Language and 
Literature 
  1999

Co-Laureate
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 (Comparative Studies Between Arabic and Other Literatures)

Morocco

Said Allouche was born in Maknas, Morocco, in 1946 
and received his college degree from Mohammad 
V University in 1970, and a Doctorate Degree of the 
Third Cycle and a State Doctorate from the Sorbonne 
in Paris in 1982. 

After completing of his higher studies, Allouche joined 
Mohammad V University where he has been teach-
ing Comparative Literature at the College of Arts for 
more than 25 years, during which he rose to the status 
of professor. He chaired the Department of Arabic at 
the College of Arts in Rabat from 1986 to 1988, and 
was seconded, between 1992-1998, to teach at Sultan 
Qabus University in Masqat, Oman. He has also served 
as President of the Moroccan Society of Comparative 
Literature, and member of the International Society of 
Comparative Literature, and the Comparative Litera-
ture Association.

Professor Allouche is a specialist in theoretical and 

applied aspects of comparative literature, and his re-
search focuses mainly on studying the mutual influence 
of Arabic and French literatures. He is a prolific writer 
and an active participant in the Moroccan cultural life. 
Apart from his comparative literary studies, as exem-
plified by his book, Components of Comparative Ara-
bic Literature, Allouche has translated several import-
ant works from French to Arabic and has authored a 
dictionary of contemporary literary terms. 

Professor Said Abdulsalam Allouche
King Faisal Prize 

Arabic Language and 
Literature 
  1999

Co-Laureate
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 (Early Arab Literary Critics)

Sudan

Abdullah Al-Tayyeb was born in a village near Damer, 
Sudan, in 1921. He was educated at Cambridge Univer-
sity in the UK and had a remarkable academic career of 
more than half a century. 
Al-Tayyeb was a prominent academician and adminis-
trator. He was Dean of the College of Arts at Khartoum 
University and subsequently Vice-Chancellor of Khar-
toum and Juba Universities in the Sudan. After his re-
tirement, he was appointed Professor Emeritus at Khar-
toum University. He had also served as President of the 
Arab Language Academy in Khartoum and member of 
the Arab Language Academy in Cairo, and was profes-
sor, visiting professor and invited lecturer at several 
African and Arab universities and learned institutions.
The versatility of Al-Tayyib’s works is best exempli-
fied by his groundbreaking book: A Guide to the Un-
derstanding of Arabic Poetry, an enormous Arabic text, 
written over a 35-year period. The first three volumes 
are regarded as the most thorough analysis known of 

the composition, rhythm, unity and other features of 
Arabic poetry since pre-Islamic eras. The fourth vol-
ume - a landmark text of over 1,500 pages - includes 
exhaustive details of the role of both ancient and mod-
ern Arab literary critics, the development of the Arabic 
poem through the centuries and its impact on European 
poets from Dante to Andrew Marvel, Blake and the Ro-
mantic poets. Al-Tayyeb wrote hundreds of other books 
and scholarly and literary articles in Arabic and English 
covering Arabic poetry, prose, anthology and literary 
criticism, in addition to his own poems, novels, plays 
and children stories. He has also contributed several en-
tries to the British Encyclopedia on prominent modern 
Arab writers and poets. His other English texts include 
Heroes of Arabia and Stories from the Sands of Arabia. 
His radio program on the interpretation and linguistic 
wonders of the Holy Qur’an continued for 35 years. 
Professor Al-Tayyeb passed away in 2003. 

Professor Abdullah Al-Tayyeb
King Faisal Prize 

Arabic Language and 
Literature 
  2000

Co-Laureate
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(Early Arab Literary Critics)

Egypt

Izz Ad-Din Ismail was born in Cairo in 1929. He re-
ceived his BA from Fuad Al-Awal University, and his 
master’s and Ph.D. degrees from Ain Shams University. 
His academic journey at Ain Shams University started 
in 1951 and extended for nearly 50 years. During these 
years, he became Professor of Arabic Literature, Dean 
of the College of Arts and Vice-President of the Univer-
sity. He had also served as Director of the Arab Cultur-
al Center in Bonn, Germany, Secretary General of the 
Egyptian Supreme Council for Culture, President of the 
Egyptian Academy of Arts, Chairman of the Egyptian 
Book Organization and professor and visiting professor 
at different universities throughout the Arab World.   
Professor Ismail’s books - totaling 20 - and numerous 
seminal articles bear witness to his prominence as an 
intellectual and literary critic. He had insightfully as-
sociated modern literary concepts with classical views 
and was characterized in his writings by profundity 
and vision, as well as moderation. This allowed him 

to make significant contributions to both contempo-
rary and traditional schools of Arabic literary criticism. 
His impact as a critic and thinker is best exemplified 
by his pioneering research embodied in his book: The 
Aesthetic Foundations of Arabic Literary Criticism. 
His other literary texts include: Abbasid Poetry; Con-
temporary Arabic Poetry; Psychology of Literature and 
Literary and Linguistic Sources of Arabic Heritage. He 
translated several novels from world literature, includ-
ing Forster’s 1924 novel: A Passage to India.   
Ismail was the founder of the Egyptian Association of 
Literary Criticism, the Mobile Library and four liter-
ary journals. He was a keen participant in the Egyp-
tian cultural life, and was widely known and respected 
in academic and cultural circles throughout the Arab 
world. His contributions were recognized by the Egyp-
tian State Prize for Literature and the Order of Sciences 
and Arts (First Class). 
Professor Ismail passed away in 2007.     

Professor Izz Ad-Din Ismail
King Faisal Prize 

Arabic Language and 
Literature 
  2000

Co-Laureate
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(Studies Dealing with Modern Arabic Prose)

Jordan

Ibrahim Al-Saafin was born in Falluja, Palestine, in 
1943. He obtained his BA in Arabic language and 
arts, and MA and Ph.D. in modern Arabic literature 
from Cairo University, and a diploma of Education 
from Kuwait University. Over the past 25 years, he 
has made significant contributions to the study of var-
ious genres of modern Arabic prose. He has written 
extensively on the Arabic novel, short story and play 
and has studied ancient Arabic narrative tradition; its 
expression across different historic periods and its im-
pact on modern literary works.   

Professor Al-Saafin taught modern Arabic literature 
at the College of Arts in the Jordanian University in 
Amman, and has been Vice-Dean of the College of 
Post Graduate Studies at that University. Prior to join-
ing the Jordanian University, he was a professor at 
Al-Yarmuk University for more than a decade.  He 
has also served as a visiting professor at the Universi-

ty of Tennessee in Knoxville, the University of Sharja 
in the UAE and the United Arab Emirates University 
in Al-Ain. He spent a sabbatical year at King Saud 
University in Riyadh (1985-1986). 

Al-Saafin a founding member of the Union of Arab 
Folklore Researchers, and a member of the Jordanian 
Writers League and the board of trustees of Abdulaziz 
Al-Babtain Prize for Arabic Poetry. He is also a cor-
responding member of Aligarth Islamic Academy, In-
dia, and contributing editor to the Encyclopedia of Is-
lamic Civilization (Language and Literature Section) 
and several Jordanian literary and research journals.  
He has received several awards, such as, the Jarash 
Festival Award and the Jordanian State Prize for Lit-
erature in 1993.

Professor Ibrahim Abdulrahim Al-Saafin

King Faisal Prize 
Arabic Language and 

Literature 
  2001

Co-Laureate
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(Studies Dealing with Modern Arabic Prose)

Saudi Arabia

Mansour Al-Hazmi is one of Saudi Arabia’s fore-
most literary critics. He was born in 1935 in Makkah 
Al-Mukarramah. He received his general education. 
He obtained a BA from Cairo University and a Ph.D. 
in modern Arabic literature from the School of African 
and Oriental Studies in London University. He became 
professor of Arabic Literature at King Saud University 
in Riyadh since 1978.  

Professor Al-Hazmi’s research interests focus on the 
Arabic historical novel in general and novels and short 
stories in Saudi Arabia in particular. He has authored 
and co-authored several books and articles in both ar-
eas. His academic career spans more than 35 years, 
during which he has held different offices at King Saud 
University and the University Studies Center for Wom-
en Students. He was also an appointed member of the 
Saudi Consultative Council. 

He is a dynamic participant in cultural and intellectual 

activities in his country and abroad. He was the first 
editor-in-chief of Al-Adab, the official College of Arts 
Journal at King Saud University, and a member of the 
editorial board of Al-Dara, a popular cultural magazine 
printed in Riyadh. He is also a member of the Riyadh 
Cultural Club, the Board of Trustees of Abdulaziz Al-
Babtain Prize for Arabic Poetry, Kuwait, and Saudi 
Arabia’s Supreme Committee for State Prizes in Arabic 
Literature. 

Al-Hazmi’s contributions have been recognized by 
Saudi Arabia’s Order of Merit (First Class), Gold Med-
al of the Arab League Scientific, Educational and Cul-
tural Organization (ALESCO) and Medal of the Gulf 
States Cooperation Council.

King Faisal Prize 
Arabic Language and 

Literature 
  2001

Professor Mansour Ibrahim Al-Hazmi

Co-Laureate
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(Studies on Modern Palestinian Literature)

Syria

Husam Al-Khatib was born in Tabariyya, Palestine, 
in 1932. He obtained a Diploma in Education and BA 
in English Literature from Damascus University, and 
Ph.D. in Comparative Literature from Cambridge Uni-
versity. He became a full professor at Damascus Univer-
sity since 1970, and was Chairman of the Department of 
Arabic Language and Vice Dean of the College of Arts. 
He helped establish the Educational and Cultural Affairs 
Office of the Palestinian Liberation Organization. He 
was also an assistant to the Syrian Minister of Higher 
Education, Cultural Advisor in the Syrian Government 
and Consultant to the People’s Assembly. He founded 
the College of Arts in Ta’iz University in Yemen and 
served as its first Dean. He was also a Fullbright Fellow 
at Indiana University and a visiting researcher at Port-
land State University in Portland, Oregon. 

Al-Khatib is an erudite Arab writer, with diverse inter-
ests in Arabic and comparative literatures. His discern-

ing analyses of the works of several Palestinian writers 
and poets, and his insights of the impact of the Pales-
tinian tragedy on these works, have established him as 
one of the leading scholars of contemporary Palestinian 
literature. His books and articles dealing with the con-
tributions of Palestinian literary critics at home and in 
diaspora are of considerable importance in this field.

Al-Khatib is a member of the Arab Writers Union, the 
Palestinian Writers Union and national and interna-
tional associations of comparative literature. He is the 
founder and editor of two Arabic journals, Arab Parlia-
ment and Roots, and chief and associate editor of other 
Arab literary journals. 

Professor Husam Al-Khatib
King Faisal Prize 

Arabic Language and 
Literature 
  2002

Co-Laureate
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(Studies on Modern Palestinian Literature)

PalestineKing Faisal Prize 
Arabic Language 

and Literature 
 2002

Husni Mahmoud was born in 1936 in Irak Borin in 
Naples, Palestine. After completing college education, 
he received a Diploma of Arabic Language and Liter-
ature from the Institute of Arabic Studies in Cairo and 
master’s and Ph.D. degrees in modern Arabic literature 
from Cairo University, Egypt. He worked for 40 years 
in the field of education, first as a teacher at the United 
Nations Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA) schools 
and the Teachers’ Institute in Palestine, then as a teach-
ing staff at different Arab universities in Algiers, Saudi 
Arabia, United Arab Emirates and Jordan.

Professor Hussein was a prolific writer with varied in-
terests in Arabic literature; he was also a leading schol-
ar and historian of Palestinian literature. He published 
8 books and numerous scholarly articles specifically 
dealing with contemporary Palestinian literature, in-
cluding his widely cited 4-volume book, Poetry of the 
Palestinian Resistance. The latter book is an important 

study of the Palestinian literary movement during the 
British mandate and the subsequent Israeli occupation 
of Palestine. It analyzes the works of Palestinian poets 
in diaspora and the role of popular poetry in the Pal-
estinian struggle for independence. Hussein had also 
published critical reviews and biographies of Palestin-
ian novelists and poets, such as Rashid Hussein, Hus-
sein Al-Bihairi and Emile Habibi. He also contributed 
extensively to other more general aspects of literature, 
both in Arabic and English. His other books included: 
Readings in International Resistance Poetry and Arab 
Travel Literature, in addition to translations of several 
classic literary and educational books. 

He was a passionate defender of Palestinian liberation 
and regular participant in related conferences, sympo-
sia and official and Popular Palestinian festivities. 

Professor Mahmoud passed away in 2002.

Professor Husni Mahmoud

Co-Laureate
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 (Preservation of Classical Arabic to the End of the 5th Century A.H.)

EgyptKing Faisal Prize 
Arabic Language 

and Literature 
 2004

Hussein Nassar was born in Assiut in 1925 and edu-
cated at Fuad Al-Awal University. After graduation, 
he pursued a distinguished career, spanning nearly 
half a century, in that University, which was re-named 
Cairo University.  He became a university professor 
in 1969 and was the Dean of the College of Arts and 
Director of the Arabic Manuscripts Institute and the 
Egyptian Academy of Arts.

In addition to his numerous scholarly articles, Professor 
Nassar has written over 50 books dealing with different 
genres of Arabic literature, language arts, history and 
Islamic thought. His works include analyses and edi-
tions of ancient manuscripts, selections of poems, stud-
ies of the language riches of the Holy Qur’an. He also 
translated (from English to Arabic) several important 
texts, such as D.S. Margoliouth’s Lectures on Arabic 
Historians, B. Lewis’s Land of the Enchanters, Egyp-
tian Short Stories from the Earliest Times to the Pres-

ent Day; J. Horovitz’s The Earliest biographies of the 
Prophet and their authors and three of Henry G. Farm-
er’s books: Sources of Arabic Music, History of Arabic 
Music and Music and Songs of the Arabian Nights. 

His authoritative book in Arabic: The Arabic Dictio-
nary; its Evolution and Development is one of the hall-
marks of modern Arabic lexicography, first published 
in 1956, and reprinted several times. This classic text 
continues to be a major reference for students and re-
searchers in this field. It is, however, only one of sever-
al examples of Nassar’s erudition and scholarship. 

Professor Nassar’s seminal contributions have earned 
him one of the highest recognitions in Egypt; the State 
Award of Appreciation. His other honors include invit-
ed lectureships and membership of learned societies. 

Professor Nassar passed away in 2006.

Professor Hussain Nassar
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(The Arabic Language in Modern Linguistics)

Egypt

Tammam Hassan was born in a rural village in Up-
per Egypt in 1918. He memorized the Holy Quran at 
the age of 10 and completed his general and College 
education in Egypt, earning a Diploma and License 
in Education from Dar Al-Ulum College in Cairo. In 
1946, he traveled to the U.K. to study phonetics and 
phonology at London University, from which he re-
ceived a master’s degree in 1949 and a Ph.D. degree in 
1952Omar became a professor in Dar Al Uulm College 
in Cairo University since 1964 and was the Dean of 
that College in 1972. He had also served as Egypt’s 
Cultural Counsel in Nigeria, and as a Member of the 
Arabic Language Academy in Cairo, Secretary Gener-
al of the Permanent Arabic Language Committee of the 
Egyptian Supreme Council of Universities and Found-
ing President of the Egyptian Society of Linguistics. 
In addition to Cairo University, he taught at Khartoum 
University, Muhammad V University in Morocco and 
Umm Al-Qura University in Saudi Arabia.       

Professor Omar’s contributions to the advancement 
of Arabic Linguistics (phonetics; syntax; semantics; 
lexicon etc) and grammar appeared in 8 books and 
numerous scholarly articles. He is best known for 
his book “The Arabic Language: its Form and Mean-
ings” which incorporates most of his original ideas 
and theories, especially his theory of “Tadafur al-Qa-
ra’en” (conjunctional synergism), a standard text in 
many Arab universities. He has supervised more than 
60 post-graduate students and translated 5 important 
books, namely: De Lacy O’Leary’s “How Greek Sci-
ence Passed to Arabs” and “Islamic Thought and Its 
Place in History”, Bertrand Russell’s “The Impact of 
Science in Society”, Lewis’s “Language in Society” 
and Norwood’s “Discourse and Process: Toward a 
Multidisciplinary Science.”  

Professor Hassan passed away in 2011. 

Professor Tammam Hassan
King Faisal Prize 

Arabic Language and 
Literature 
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Co-Laureate
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(The Arabic Language in Modern Linguistics)

Morocco

Abdulkader Fassi Fehri was born in Fez, Morocco in 
1947. Professor Fehri received a State Doctorate in Ar-
abic Linguistics from the Sorbonne. He is the founding 
President of the Moroccan Linguistics Society and Lin-
guistic Research in Rabat, chief editor of the Linguistic 
Knowledge series, Casablanca, and member of the edi-
torial boards of several other journals. 

Professor Fehri has authored 9 books and numerous 
publications in Arabic, English and French, dealing 
with different aspects of Arabic and comparative lin-
guistics. His book, Issues in the Structure of Arabic 
Clauses and Words, lays out the fundamental aspects 
of standard Arabic syntax, morphology and lexicon, 
and is as an important reference for researchers of Ar-
abic linguistics. He has also edited close to 20 other 
books and proceedings. Many of his publications had 
a deep impact on current research on modern Arabic 
linguistics, particularly his contributions to the theory 

of clausal and nominal structures, and more recently his 
studies into temporal and nominal reference, plurality 
and genericity in Arabic language, and the interactions 
of morpho-syntax, semantics and lexicon. 

Fehri’s profundity and creativity have earned him 
worldwide recognition. He had received Morocco’s 
Highest Merit Award of Science and Culture and the 
Chevalier Medal. His other honors include numerous 
invited professorships and lectureships at major uni-
versities in the West and the Arab and Islamic worlds, 
as well as memberships of learned institutions and lin-
guistics societies worldwide. 

He is currently Professor of Arabic and Comparative 
Linguistics at the Faculty of Letters and Human Sci-
ences and Director of the Institute for Study and Re-
search on Arabization at Mohammad V University in 
Rabat, Morocco.

Prpfessor Abdulkader Fassi Fehri
King Faisal Prize 

Arabic Language and 
Literature 
  2006

Co-Laureate
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(Ancient Arabic Rhetroic)

Morocco

Mohamed Al Omari was born in Morocco in 1945. He re-
ceived his Ph.D. at Mohamed V University in Rabat, where 
he worked as a Professor Emeritus of Arabic rhetoric, com-
munication and discourse analysis and literary criticism. He 
is also a member of the Moroccan Writers’ Union and editor 
of several journals. 

Al-Omari’s research is primarily focused on examining 
classical Arabic rhetoric from a modern perspective. Real-
izing the difficulty of fully comprehending Ancient Arabic 
rhetoric without due consideration of contemporary rhet-
oric concepts, he first verified Mohamed El Ifrani’s book 
“The Easy Way to Explaining Ibn Sahl’s Tawshih,” a major 
text of applied Arabic rhetoric, then translated Jan Cohen’s: 
“The Poetic Language Structure” (jointly with M. El Wali) 
and Henrich Plet’s:”Rhetoric and Stylistics”; both of which 
strongly emphasize the resourcefulness of classical rhetoric 
in developing a modern insight into the subject. 

He sought to revive long forgotten aspects of Arabic 

King Faisal Prize 
Arabic Language and 

Literature 
  2007

Professor Muhammad Al-Omri

culture, namely the phonetic structure of Arabic poetry 
and the pragmatic argumentative dimensions of Arabic 
rhetoric. His work on poetry phonetics was published in 
a series of three books: Poetic Discourse Analysis, Pho-
netic Equivalences in the Rhetorical Vision and Trends of 
Phonetic Equivalences in Ancient Arabic poetry. In 2001, 
he published a second edition incorporating both of these 
texts under the title “Phonetic Equivalences in the Rheto-
ric Vision and Poetic Practice.” 

Al Omari’s second focus of research was on the systemati-
zation and essence of Arabic rhetoric. His work on system-
atization was published in a book titled: “Arabic Rhetoric: 
Origins and Extensions”. His 2005 book: “New Rhetoric: 
Fictional and Pragmatic,” emphasizes the complex identity 
of Arabic rhetoric, defines sources from which it derived 
its strengths and weaknesses and elucidates many elements 
of Ancient rhetoric that could be utilized for constructing a 
contemporary view of Arabic rhetoric. 

Co-Laureate
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(Ancient Arabic Rhetroic)

Egypt

Mustafa A. Nasif was born in Egypt in 1922. He was 
educated at Fuad Al-Awal and Ain Shams Universities. 
Then he joined the latter university as a lecturer in 1952 
and became full professor in 1966. He taught ancient 
Arabic rhetoric and literature for several decades and 
chaired the Department of Arabic Language more than 
once. Upon his retirement in 1980, he was appointed 
Professor Emeritus of Arabic. He was known to aca-
demic circles throughout the Arab world, having taught 
in many Arab Universities and the American Univer-
sity in Cairo, In the 1950’s he was invited to lecture 
on his “New Horizons in Metaphores” at London Uni-
versity and “The Theory of Meaning in Modern Arabic 
Literary Criticism” at Harvard.
Professor Nasif’s scholastic contributions had pro-
foundly impacted the current understanding and inter-
pretation of classical Arabic rhetoric. He had examined 
the subject in the light of modern concepts, exploring 
previously unknown aspects and raising intriguing 
questions about the history, development and unique-

ness of Arabic rhetoric and its association with other 
components of Arabic culture. He suggested that it was 
an Islamic, rather than a pre-Islamic, phenomenon that 
grew within the broader context of culture and was in-
fluenced by the spiritual and political atmosphere of the 
time. Through his intellectual pursuits and research for 
more than 60 years, he was able to redefine classical 
Arabic rhetoric, de-marginalize it and make it a cor-
nerstone for understanding both classical and modern 
Arabic culture. He also made significant contributions 
to other genres of classical and contemporary Arabic 
literature and language. He authored and co-authored 
around 25 books and book chapters, and numerous arti-
cles. Many of his publications are used widely as stan-
dard textbooks and references in Arabic universities.
Nasif’s scholarship was recognized by several awards 
and honors including the Egyptian Order of distinction 
(First Class) and the State Prize in Literature, as well 
as Prizes from Kuwait and the United Arab Emirates.
Professor Mustafa Nasif passed away in 2008.

King Faisal Prize 
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(Terminology Issues of The Arabic Language)

Iraq

Ahmad Matloob Al-Nasiri was born in Tikrit, Iraq, in 
1939. He obtained his BA in Arabic Language at the 
College of Arts and Sciences in Baghdad University, 
and his MA and Ph.D. degrees in Arabic Literary Crit-
icism and Rhetoric at Cairo University. After his grad-
uation, he joined the College of Arts in Baghdad Uni-
versity as assistant professor in 1963 rising to the rank 
of full professor nine years later. He became the Dean 
of the College of Arts and member of the University 
Council. He has also served as professor of Arabic at 
Kuwait University, the Cairo-based Arab Research In-
stitute in Cairo and Wahran University in Algiers, and 
as a visiting professor at Martin Luther University in 
Germany. Apart from these academic positions, Al-Na-
siri has held several offices in the Iraqi government. He 
was Director of the Departments of Extension, Press 
and Culture, and subsequently Minister of Culture and 
Extension. He is the Secretary General of the Iraqi Sci-
ence Academy, a member of the Iraqi Writers Union, 

and chief editor and member of the editorial boards of 
numerous literary and cultural journals in his country. 

Professor Al-Nasiri authored and co-authored more 
than 50 books and editions, as well as hundreds of re-
search papers and popular articles, and participated in 
over 100 national and international conferences. His 
scholarly studies of the evolution, organization and 
context of terminology in Arabic rhetoric and literary 
criticism have been of fundamental importance for 
research into this subject. His contributions include a 
3-volumed dictionary of the terminology and devel-
opment of Arabic rhetoric, a 2-volumed dictionary of 
ancient Arabic literary criticism, and a compilation of 
researches in Arabic linguistics. 

Al-Nasiri’s scholarship has been recognized by many 
prizes, medals, memberships of Arabic Language 
Academies, and lectureships in many Arab, African 
and Western universities.  

King Faisal Prize 
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(Terminology Issues of The Arabic Language)

Tunisia

Mohammad Hamzawi was born in Thala, Tunisia, in 
1934. He obtained his BA in Arabic Language, a Diplo-
ma of Higher Studies in Islamic Civilization and a State 
Doctorate in Arabic Language and Literature from the 
Sorbonne University in Paris. He has also studied He-
brew, Aramaic and Syriac languages at Leiden Univer-
sity in the Netherlands.
Following his graduation in 1972, Hamzawi joined the 
Faculty of Arts in the Tunisian University where he 
rose to the rank of professor of higher studies in Arabic 
Language. In addition, he was assigned several admin-
istrative, academic and cultural responsibilities in his 
country, including the posts of Director of Bourguiba 
Institute of Live Languages, Director of the Depart-
ment of Higher Education of the Tunisian Ministry of 
Education and Director of the International Cultural 
Center in Hammamat, Tunisia. He has also served as 
professor of Arabic language at the United Arab Emir-
ates University, Annaba University in Algiers, and Qa-

bus University in Oman. He was also a consultant to 
the Arab Organization for Education, Culture and Sci-
ences (ALESCO) and a member of the Arab League 
delegation to the Arab-European Dialogue in Florence. 
He is the founder of the Arab Society of Lexicography, 
founder and chief editor of the Arabic Journal of Lex-
icology and a founding member of the Association of 
Arab Research Councils.
Professor Al-Hamzawi’s pioneering contributions to 
the field of terminology in classical and modern Ara-
bic, and his effort to develop this aspect as an integral 
part of the Arabic language scholarship are widely ac-
claimed. He has authored numerous articles and close 
to 25 books in Arabic, English and French. Among his 
important books on Arabic language terminology are: 
The Arabic Theory of Naht, Theoretical and Applied 
Lexicolography: Terms and Concepts, and A Dictio-
nary of Modern Arabic Language Terminology. His 
distinguished contributions have been recognized by 
medals from Tunisia and France.

King Faisal Prize 
Arabic Language and 
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(Verification of Poetry, Prose and Anthology Through 300-700H)

Saudi Arabia

Abdulaziz Al-Manie was born on July 3rd 1943, in 
Shagra, Saudi Arabia. He received his bachelor’s de-
gree at the College of Arabic Language in Riyadh in 
1966 and Ph.D. from Exeter University in the United 
Kingdom in 1976. A specialist in the verification of an-
cient Arabic manuscripts, Professor Al-Manie pursued 
an academic career, first as a lecturer in the Depart-
ment of Arabic Language at Um Al-Qura University in 
Makkah. Then, in 1977, as lecture in the Department 
of Arabic Language at the College of Arts, King Saud 
University, Riyadh. 

In addition to teaching and research, Al-Manie has 
shouldered many academic and administrative respon-
sibilities during his career. He was the Director of the 
College of Arts Research Council, Chairman of the 
Department of Arabic, College of Arts’ representative 
in the Board of the Post-Graduate Studies College and 
editor-in-chief of the College of Arts Journal in King 

Saud University. He, then, became the Director of the 
Saudi Arabian Educational Office in Los Angeles, Cal-
ifornia, USA.

Al-Manie has authored more than fifteen books dealing 
with the verification of ancient Arabic literary works, 
published numerous articles locally and internationally 
and participated in many conferences and symposia in 
many countries worldwide.  

Professor Al-Manie is an erudite and scrupulous schol-
ar whose works have contributed significantly to the 
revival and preservation of ancient Arabic literature 
during the third to the 7th century Hejira (1400-1700 
A.D.). Thus, the King Saud University has decided to 
honor him by establishing a chair in his name and by 
awarding him its golden medal and a monetary prize.

He is currently an Emeritus Professor of ancient Arabic 
literature in King Saud University.   

King Faisal Prize 
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(Studies Dealing with Arabic Grammatical Thought)

Algeria

 Abdulrahman El-Houari Hadj-Saleh was born in 1927 in 
Wahran, Algeria. He attended regular schools, and at the 
age of 15, he was forced to leave his country, so he moved 
to Cairo, Egypt, where he attended Arabic classes at Al-
Azhar Mosque and College of Arabic Language. Thus, 
he became profoundly interested in studying Arabic lan-
guage tradition and the difference between ancient and 
contemporary Arabic grammatical thought. He traveled 
to France where he earned a Bachelor’s Degree in Arabic 
Language and Literature in 1958 and a Post-Graduate Di-
ploma in French Philology in 1960 from the University 
of Bordeaux. In 1979, he earned a State Doctorate in Lin-
guistics from the University of Paris-Sorbonne. 
Professor Hadj-Saleh joined the University of Algiers 
in 1962 and served as a Professor and scholar of Arabic 
Language, as well as Director of Linguistics and Head 
of the Department of Arabic Language at the College 
of Arts in 1962 and became Dean of the College. He 
also served as and Director of the National Center for 

the Advancement of Arabic Language Research from 
1992 to 2006. In 2000, he was appointed Chairman of 
the Algerian Arabic Language Academy. 
El-Houari was Chairman of the Arab League’s Interna-
tional Committee and High Commission for the Arabic 
Language Heritage Project, and the Algerian National 
Committee for Educational Reform. He also served as 
an expert in the United Nations Educational, Scientific 
and Cultural Organization and as Member of Adviso-
ry Councils of ALESCO’s Arabicization Coordination 
Office in Rabat.
Professor Hadj-Saleh is the author of many articles and 
books in Arabic, English and French; including: Linguis-
tique arabe et linguistique generale: essai de methodol-
ogie et d’episternologie du ilm al-arabiyya and Buhuth 
wa dirasat fi ulum al-lisan (Researches and Studies in 
Linguistics). Of particular importance is his work on 
modern concepts of al-Khalil’s linguistic theory.
Professor Hadj-Saleh passed away in 2017.
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Islamic World: The Early Islamic Grammatical Tradition 
(2007; 336 pp).
 Professor Baalabaki’s publications on Arabic grammar, its 
origins, its centrality within the wider Arab culture and its 
relationships and contributions to several areas of Islamic 
studies have brought new dimensions to the study of Arabic 
grammatical heritage and analytical methods of early gram-
marians, and significantly enhanced knowledge of early Ara-
bic grammatical thought among Western scholars, particular-
ly with regards to the Kitab of Sibawayh. Professor Baalbaki 
was chosen by the prestigious series The Formation of the 
Classical Islamic World to produce its volume “The Early 
Islamic Grammatical Tradition” (2007) while the Varorium 
Collected Studies Series reprinted eighteen of his articles un-
der one title “Grammarians and Grammatical Theory in the 
Medieval Arabic Tradition” (2004). 
He is currently the Margret Weyerhaeuser Jewett Professor 
and Chairman of the Department of Arabic and Near Eastern 
Languages at AUB.

(Studies Dealing with Arabic Grammatical Thought)

Lebanon

Ramzi Baalbaki was born in Beirut, Lebanon in 1951. He 
earned his BA with high distinction and Penrose Award in 
1973 and MA in Arabic Language and Literature in 1975 
from the American University of Beirut (AUB), and Ph.D. in 
Arabic Grammar and Comparative Semitics from the School 
of Oriental and African Studies at the University of London 
in 1978. He quickly progressed from Assistant Professor in 
1978 to full Professor in 1989. He also served as Director of 
the Center for Arab and Middle East Studies from 1985 to 
1990 and Associate Dean of the College of Arts and Sciences 
from 1997 to 2004 at AUB. 

His books include: alKitaba al-Arabiyya wa-l Samiyya: 
Dirasat fi Tarikh al-Kitaba ind al-samiyyin (Studies in Ara-
bic and Semitic Epigraphy) (1981); and The Legacy of the 
Kitab: Sibawayhi’s Analytical Methods Within the Con-
text of the Arabic Grammatical Theory (2008). Professor 
Baalbaki’s editions include: Das Biografische Lexikon des 
Salahaddin Halil ibn Aibak asSafadi vol. 22, Bibliotika Isla-
mika vol. 5 (1983; 568 pp); The Formation of the Classical 
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(Computer Processing of the Arabic Language:  Individual and 
Institutional Endeavors)

Egypt

Ali Hilmi Moussa was born in 1933 in the city of Alexan-
dria, Egypt. He received his bachelor’s degree (First Class 
Honors) in mathematics from Ain Shams University in Cai-
ro, and Ph.D. in mathematical physics from London Uni-
versity. He was also awarded D.Sc. degree from Ain Shams 
University. Professor Moussa’s academic career span nearly 
50 years during which he rose from the status of Lecturer in 
Applied Mathematics in 1959 to Professor of Mathematical 
Physics in 1973. Moussa taught theoretical physics at Ain 
Shams and the American University in Cairo, Kuwait Uni-
versity and King Abdulaziz University in Saudi Arabia. He 
was the Principal Investigator in a UNESCO project entitled: 
“Use of Visualization Techniques in Teaching Introducto-
ry Physics Courses in Arab Universities” and leader of the 
computer group in a UNESCO project entitled “Modernizing 
Physics and Mathematics Education in Arab Universities.” 

Professor Moussa published around 70 papers and several 
books in physics and participated in numerous local and in-

King Faisal Prize 
Arabic Language and 

Literature 
  2012

Professor Ali Helmy Ahmed Moussa

ternational conferences and symposia. In addition to his re-
search in physics, he is credited for having realized, since the 
1970’s, the importance of computer applications in Arabic 
language studies. His contributions to the computerization of 
studies into the Arabic language roots have established him 
as a pioneer in this field. He published 5 books on the subject.  
His contributions in international meetings included many 
important studies such as: “Entropy of Arabic Language,” 
“Corpus for Modern Standard Arabic: Preliminary Design 
and Analysis,” “Computer Applications in Linguistics” and 
“A Mathematical Model for the Automatic Prediction of Di-
acritics in Arabic Language: Algorithm of Model.” 

Professor Moussa was the President of the “International Asso-
ciation of Arabic Computing,” Elected Fellow of the Institute 
of Physics (U.K.). His contributions have been recognized by 
a number of awards, namely the Egyptian Amin Lutfi Award in 
Physics and the Egyptian State National Award in Physics by 
the Egyptian Academy of Science and Technology.

Co-Laureate
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(Computer Processing of the Arabic Language:
  Individual and Institutional Endeavors)

Egypt

Nabil Ali Mohammed was born in 1938 in Cairo. He re-
ceived his B.Sc., M.Sc. and Ph.D. degrees in Aeronautical 
Engineering from the Faculty of Engineering at Cairo Uni-
versity. He started his professional career in 1960 as aero-
nautical engineer in the Egyptian Air Force and joined Egypt 
Air as Data Processing Manager where he established the 
first Airline Reservation System in the Arab region. He be-
came Group Vice-President for Operations in the Pan Arab 
Computer Center in Kuwait City, Vice-President for Re-
search and Development (R&D) in World Electronics in 
Athens, Greece. Between 1981-1983, he was contracted by 
Georgia Institute of Technology to manage the USAID Proj-
ect for establishing the Egyptian Network for Scientific and 
Technological Information (STI) in Cairo. Professor Nabil 
was appointed Project Manager, launching Sakhr Computers 
and Arabic Software Company in Kuwait and subsequently 
became Vice-Chairman for R&D in Sakhr Software, Cairo, 
then Director of Advanced Multilingual Systems (AMLS) in 
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Cairo, specializing in Arabic Language technologies. 
He has also developed numerous programs in the field of 
edu-ware and culture-ware (Arabic and bilingual) includ-
ing the first Holy Quran software. He also designed and 
developed a prototype language laboratory for teaching 
Arabic using information and communication technology 
and designed the first knowledge-based prototype for Ar-
abic poetry. Professor Nabil Ali also served as part-time 
lecturer in the Faculty of Engineering at Cairo University 
and the American University in Cairo. 

Professor Ali remarkable ability to analyze and present his 
findings in the form of practical programs that benefit schol-
ars of both linguistics and computerization fields have earned 
him important awards. In 1996, he received the Award of Ex-
cellence for developing the Arabic Linguistic Engine, Sakhr 
software; and 2007 Creativity Award in Information Tech-
nology by the Arab Thought Foundation, Lebanon. 
Professor Ali passed away in 2016.     

Co-Laureate
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(Individual and Institutional Efforts In Writing Arabic Dictionaries)

Egypt

The Academy was established when a Royal Decree was 
issued on December 13, 1932, endorsing the establishment 
of an Arabic Language Academy in Cairo. Its purpose is 
to maintain the integrity of the Arabic language, fulfill the 
needs of sciences, arts and modern civilization, produce 
comprehensive linguistic and historical dictionaries, study 
modern Arabic dialects in Egypt and other Arab countries, 
publish a journal of linguistic research and verify the Ara-
bic cultural heritage. 

The Academy was formed of an elite international group of 
Arabic language scholars renowned for their profundity and 
deep knowledge of Arabic language, grammar, dialects and 
terminology. They comprised Egyptian and non-Egyptian 
scholars, including honorary and corresponding members. 
The Academy issued several resolutions with far-reaching 
impact on the development of scientific terminology, Arabi-
zation, phonetics, enunciation and morphology of the Arabic 
language. The Academy holds an annual conference during 
which its members review the works of the Academy’s com-
mittees as well as the member’s research, studies and lec-
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tures on a wide range of important subjects. The conference 
resolutions and recommendations are conveyed to universi-
ties and relevant ministries in the Arab world. 

The Academy also established a library holding more than 
40,000 titles in different fields of knowledge, viz Arabic lan-
guage, literature, ancient and modern sciences and applied 
arts, in addition to a wealth of rare ancient manuscripts, 
encyclopedias and hundreds of classic texts and referenc-
es dealing with interpretation (of the Holy Quran, Quranic 
studies, Hadith, fiqh, philosophy and logic. The Cairo Arabic 
Language Academy has produced a large collection of gen-
eral and specialized Arabic Language dictionaries, including 
the Grand Dictionary and the Intermediate Dictionary. These 
illustrious dictionaries cover linguistics, literature, grammar, 
eloquence, morphology, philosophy, history, geography, psy-
chology, sciences, arts, medicine, mathematics and civiliza-
tion. They are characterized by linking contemporary Arabic 
language with its past and by utilizing modern techniques 
and methodologies in dictionary production.                        
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(Studies on Modern Arabic Novel)

Iraq

Abdullah Ibrahim was born in Kirkuk, Iraq, in 1957. 
He obtained his Bachelor of Arts degree in Arabic Lan-
guage and Literature from the College of Education, 
Baghdad University, in 1981. Followed by Master’s 
degree in Arabic Literature (Novel) and Ph.D. in Ar-
abic Literature (Discourse) from the College of Arts, 
Baghdad University, in 1987 and 1991, respectively. 
Between 1991-2003, he lectured in a number of Arab 
Universities, teaching Arabic Literature and Literary 
Criticism in al-Mustansariyya University in Baghdad 
from 1992 to 1993, University in Libya from 1993 to 
1999 and Qatar University from 1999 to 2003.  He also 
taught courses on research methodology in literary 
studies and the discourse theory and its applications to 
postgraduate students in Iraq and Libya. In 2003, he 
was appointed by the Ministry of Culture in Qatar as 
coordinator for Qatar’s International Prize. As of 2010, 
he became Cultural Advisor in the Emir’s Court in Qa-
tar. 

Dr. Abdullah Ibrahim has authored more than 20 books 
and co-authored 10 others, as well as numerous schol-
arly and general articles, dealing with different aspects 
of the Arabic novel exposition.  In his studies, he was 
able to refine and deeply analyze the modern Arabic 
discourse entry and to elucidate the relationship be-
tween Arabic narrative and main stream narrative in 
world literature. He combined research on Arabic nar-
rative with different cultural trends and established a 
solid and broad basis for his studies on Arabic literary 
criticism. 

Dr. Ibrahim participated in numerous national and in-
ternational conferences and seminars in his field of 
specialization. In 1997, he was awarded Shoman’s 
Prize for Young Arab Researchers and in 2013, he was 
awarded Shaikh Zayed’s Book Prize for Literary Stud-
ies. He is also a contributing researcher for Cambridge 
Encyclopedia of the History of Arabic Literature. 
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(Analysis of the Arabic Poetic Text)

Egypt

Mohamed Abdulmotaleb was born in Mansoura city in 
Egypt in 1937. He obtained his Licentiate of Arts from 
Dar Al-Uloum College, Cairo University, in 1964 Mas-
ter’s degree in Literary Criticism and Eloquence from 
Dar Al-Uloum in 1973 and Ph.D. in Literary Criticism 
and Eloquence from Ain Shams University in Cairo.

Professor Abdulmotaleb pursued an uninterrupted ac-
ademic career, which he progressed from Instructor 
in the Department of Arabic Language and Arts at the 
Faculty of Arts, Ain Shams University in 1979 to full 
professor of Literary Criticism and Eloquence in 1990. 
He then became a Chairman of the Department of Ara-
bic Language in 2000, and an Emeritus Professor at the 
Faculty of Arts, Ain Shams University.

Professor Abdulmotaleb’s rich academic career wit-
nessed his authorship of about thirty books and numer-
ous publications in Arabic journals and participation in 
most literary and cultural conferences in Egypt and the 
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Arab World. He is noted for his accomplishments in 
applied analysis of Arabic poetry and for competently 
and skillfully coining his analysis of poetic texts with 
deep knowledge of Arabic culture and insight of con-
temporary literary and stylistic concepts. He has partic-
ipated and continues to participate actively in his coun-
try’s cultural and literary life, being Chief Editor of the 
“Literary Studies” series published by the Egyptian 
Ministry of Culture’s General Commission for Books, 
“Karmat ibn Hani” journal, “Literateurs” periodical 
published by the Literateurs Club and “Literary Voic-
es” published by the Egyptian Ministry of Culture. He 
also serves as Convener of the poetry committee in the 
Supreme Council for Culture and member of the Secre-
tarial Committee of Bait al-Shi’r (Home of Poetry), as 
well as the Egyptian Union of Writers.

Co-Laureate
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(Analysis of the Arabic Poetic Text)

Morocco

Professor Mohammad Miftah was born in Casablanca, Mo-
rocco, in 1942. He obtained his Licentiate in Arabic Liter-
ature in 1966, Certificate of Comparative Linguistics and 
Literary Studies and Certificate of Competence in Education 
and Psychology in 1967. He completed his Doctorate Degree 
(Third Cycle) in 1974 and State Doctorate of Arts in 1981, 
specializing in Islamic Moroccan Thought and both early and 
modern concepts of literary criticism. 

Professor Miftah joined Rabat University in 1971 and be-
came full Professor in 1981. During his career, he taught 
“Methods of Writing in Islamic Morocco” and “Arabic Lit-
erary Criticism and Modern Eloquence”. He has also given 
many lectures in Arts colleges in Sfax University in Tunisia, 
King Saud University in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, and Nouak-
chott University in Mauritania and was Visiting Professor 
at Princeton University in the USA. He is also an Honorary 
member of the Moroccan University for Integration of Sci-
ences and former member of the Executive Office of Andalu-
sian Studies and Cultural Dialogue and the Editorial Boards 
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of “Arts and Humanities Journal” in Rabat and “Al-Manahil” 
and “Moroccan Culture” journals published by the Moroccan 
Ministry of Culture and Communication.

Professor Miftah’s insightful publications and research, 
have led him to develop a pioneering intellectual perception 
of Arabic poetry based on applied analysis of poetic texts 
and its relation to other arts, and the combination between 
comprehensive knowledge of Arabic heritage and modern 
literary concepts, thereby revealing the noble human values 
expressed in different poetic styles through different eras. 
Professor Miftah was awarded the Royal Moroccan Order of 
Officer in 2008. He was also awarded several other prizes 
including Moroccan Grand Prize for the Best Book in Liter-
ature and Arts in 1987, Sultan Al-Owais Prize for Arabic Lit-
erary Criticism in 2004 and both Shaikh Zayed’s Book Prize 
and the Arab Network for Tolerance Prize in 2010. 

Professor Miftah is currently Emeritus Professor at Rabat 
University.

Co-Laureate
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(Efforts of individuals and institutions to Arabicize science and 
technology for transfer, research and educational purposes)

Jordan

The establishment of an Arabic Language Academy in 
Jordan was envisaged as early as the 1960s when the 
Jordanian Ministry of Education formed the Jordanian 
Committee for Arabization, Translation and Publication, 
which embraced the idea of establishing the Academy. 
After visiting Arabic language academies in Damascus, 
Cairo and Baghdad and reviewing their activities, regula-
tions, systems and procedures, the Jordanian Council of 
Ministers in 1973 approved, in principle, the establish-
ment of the Academy. In 1976, a Royal decree was issued 
ordering the inception of the Jordanian Arabic Language 
Academy which commenced its activities since that time. 

The primary objectives of the Academy are to sus-
tain the integrity of the Arabic language, ensure that it 
keeps pace with modern literary, scientific and artistic 
requirements, fulfills the needs of knowledge commu-
nity and revive Arabic and Islamic heritage. It is also 
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the Academy’s objective to publish unified glossaries 
of terms in literature, science and arts in collaboration 
with educational, scientific, linguistic and cultural in-
stitutions in Jordan and abroad. 

To achieve these objectives, the Jordanian Arabic 
Language Academy has exerted inexorable efforts in 
translating sciences and technology, transferring terms 
and introducing Arabization in higher education as a 
prelude towards implementing Arabized science and 
technology in education throughout the Arab World. In 
addition, the Academy issues the periodical, “Journal 
of the Jordanican Arabic Language Academy”. In addi-
tion, the Academy publishes new terminologies, holds 
conferences and collaborates with universities and oth-
er scientific and educational institutions in Jordan and 
abroad. The Academy also contributed to the initiative 
of the “Protection of Arabic Language Legislation”. 

Co-Laureate
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(Efforts of individuals and institutions to Arabicize science and 
technology for transfer, research and educational purposes)

Tunisia

Chokri Mabkhout was born in 1962 in Tunisia. He 
earned in 1986 the Certificate for the Completion of 
Studies from the Department of Arabic Language and 
Literature at the Teachers’ Institute in Soussa. A year 
later, he obtained the Certificate of Research Aptitude 
from the Arts College in Manouba. He earned the Cer-
tificate of Aggregation in Arabic Language and Liter-
ature from the same college in 1988. In 2001, he re-
ceived his PhD in Arabic Language and Literature from 
the College of Arts, Manouba University.

He founded, supervised, and edited the magazine “Ac-
ademia”, which was published by Manouba Universi-
ty. He also edited and supervised the quarterly cultural 
magazine “The New Thought” (Al-Fikr Al-Jadid). He 
is the Director of the refereed Journal “Annals of the 
Tunisian University” that is issued by Manouba Uni-
versity. Besides, he is a member of a number of schol-
arly committees and rights organizations.

King Faisal Prize 
Arabic Language and 

Literature 
  2018

Professor Chokri Mabkhout

Professor Mabkhout has published a number of schol-
arly works, including “The Biography of the Absent, 
the Biography of the Coming: Biography in the Book 
of Al-Ayyâm of Tâhâ Hussayn”, “Aesthetics: The Text 
and its Readers in Classical Arabic Poetics”, “The con-
struction of Negation”, “Rhetorical Induction”, “The 
Circle of Linguistic Works”, “The Progeny of the Thief 
of Fire: The Intellectual Biography”, and “The Leader 
and his Shadows: Biography in Tunisia”. He then pub-
lished a collection of stories, “Madame President” and 
a second novel title “Baganda”.  

He received a number of awards, including the Tu-
nisian Ministry of Culture’s award for his book “The 
Aesthetics of Intimacy”, King Abdullah Bin Abdulaziz 
International Award for Translation (Honorary Award) 
for his book “The Encyclopedic Dictionary of Prag-
matics”, and the International Prize for Arabic Fiction 
(IPAF) for his novel “Etalyenni (The Italian)”. 
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