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In the name of Allah and praise be unto Him
Peace and blessings be upon His Messenger
May Allah have mercy on King Faisal
He bequeathed a rich humane legacy
A great global endeavor 
An everlasting development enterprise 
An enlightened guidance
He believed that the Ummah advances with knowledge 
And blossoms by celebrating scholars
By appreciating the efforts of achievers
In the fields of science and humanities
After his passing -May Allah have mercy on his soul- 
His sons sensed the grand mission
They took it upon themselves to embrace the task

A Fleeting 
Glimpse
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They established the King Faisal Foundation
To serve science and humanity
Prince Abdullah Al-Faisal announced
The idea of King Faisal Prize
They believed in the idea
Blessed the move
Work started off, serving Islam and Arabic
Followed by science and medicine to serve humanity
Decades of effort and achievement
Getting close to miracles
With devotion and dedicated 
The Prize has been awarded
To hundreds of scholars 
From different parts of the world
The Prize has highlighted their works
Recognized their achievements
Never looking at race or color
Nationality or religion
This year, here we are
Celebrating the Prize›s fortieth anniversary
The year of maturity and fulfillment 
Of an enterprise that has lived on for years
Serving humanity, Islam, and Muslims
May Allah have mercy on the soul of the leader Al-Faisal 
The peerless eternal inspirer 
May Allah save Salman the eminent leader
Preserve home of Islam, beacon of guidance. 

KFP, Board Chairman 

Khalid Al-Faisal
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King Faisal Foundation was established in 1976 as yet another embodiment of the magnanimity for which 
King Faisal was widely known. The Foundation indeed fulfils the visions which he believed in and nourished, 
the same visions which he consistently highlighted in his directives and statements. King Faisal -May Allah 
rest his soul in peace- believed in the critical importance of knowledge for the progress and advancement 
of nations. He knew that attentiveness and appreciation of scholars are fundamental pillars that empower 
nations to embrace wider scientific horizons that would serve humanity. Within that perspective, King Faisal 
Foundation created the King Faisal Prize as one of its initial and most outstanding scholarly projects.
The Prize was established back in 1977 and started out with three categories, namely   «Service to Islam», 
«Islamic Studies» and «Arabic Language and Literature». The first prizes were awarded in 1979. Shortly 
afterwards, a Prize in “Medicine» was incepted and first awarded in 1982, followed by a Prize in “Science», 
which was awarded in 1984.
The Prize for “Service to Islam» is an honorary award granted to those who operate in the Islamic field, be 
they individuals or institutions. Awardees are contributors to noble endeavors slated to project the image of 
Islam as a religion of tolerance, or those that have deployed efforts to promote and provide care to Muslims. 
The scholarly field bearing on the life of Muslims is another domain where the «Service to Islam Prize» is 
allotted.
The «Islamic Studies” Prize, for its part, has an immensely broad thematic dimension. It subsumes all human-
istic studies related to Islam and Muslims except for those related to the Arabic language and literature, which 
has its own prize. The fields covered by the «Islamic Studies Prize» include all legal, educational, social and 
other relevant studies. Each year, a particular topic is selected and announced.
As for the Prize for “Arabic Language and Literature», it came into being in recognition of the Holy Quran 
language, Arabic literature, and other related scholarly studies. Each year, a specific theme for this category 
is identified for competition.
The Prize in “Medicine» and the Prize in “Science» have conferred on King Faisal Prize a global dimension. 
Over the decades, these awards have played a major role in publicizing the world›s scientific and medical 
achievements as well as demonstrating a sense of recognition for the tremendous efforts deployed by scien-
tists for the greater good of humanity.
Now that, four decades have passed since the inception of King Faisal Prize, the Prize Committee chaired by 
His Royal Highness Prince Khalid Al-Faisal was pondering over the Prize›s evolution and incorporating oth-
er activities relevant to the Prize›s main objectives. As a result, the Prize›s role has grown to include organiz-
ing lectures and seminars in both Saudi Arabia and a number of international scientific centers with awardees 
participation. Additionally, a select number of winning works are translated into different languages to make 
them widely accessible to readers across the world.

Introduction
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Setting out from a keen interest in scientists and scholars by spotlighting their efforts and contributions, the 
Prize took the initiative in collaboration with the Paris-based «Arab World Institute» [i.e. Institut du Monde 
Arabe] to publish a scholarly encyclopedia entitled «One hundred Books and One» in a bid to introduce one 
hundred scholars and researchers who have contributed to the mutual introduction of the Arab and French 
cultures. 
Out of the reality that the Prize is indeed global as confirmed by the endeavors of many prestigious inter-
national institutions, and on this occasion of its 40th anniversary, a decision to designate it simply as «King 
Faisal Prize» has been implemented. 
The 40th anniversary of the Prize offers us as its General Secretariat an occasion to recall the many individ-
uals who have contributed to its creation, initiation, development, and upkeep. On top of the list, His Royal 
Highness Prince Abdullah Al-Faisal -May his soul rest in peace- who announced at a press conference back 
in 1977 the establishment of the King Faisal Prize. His approach and guidance were embraced by His Royal 
Highness Prince Khalid Al-Faisal, who sowed the first seed of the Prize and then nurtured it by assuming its 
chairmanship, selecting its officials, following on all the steps leading to its establishment and growth into a 
global prize, and overseeing the celebration of its 40th anniversary in a spirit of avid innovation. 
HRH Prince Khalid Al-Faisal designated Professor Ahmad Al-Dhobaib in 1977 to be the first Secretary-General 
of the Prize. Professor Al-Dhobaib developed the Prize›s rules and regulations as well as managed the Secretariat 
with dedication and vision. He oversaw eight editions of the Prize. He left his position after succeeding in con-
solidating its status and securing its recognition by the scientific and scholarly community. In 1986, Professor 
Abdullah Al-Othaimeen -May Allah have mercy on his soul- took over the reins of the General Secretariat. He 
carried on the efforts of his predecessor and managed, thanks to his devotion, to boost the visibility of the Prize 
across the Arab and Muslim worlds and beyond for 30 years. In mid-2015, HRH Prince Khalid Al-Faisal as-
signed the author of this introduction to head the Prize›s Secretariat. 
As we celebrate the 40th anniversary of the Prize, we need to point out that it has been won by two hundred 
and fifty-eight laureates, both male and female, from forty-three countries, out of whom eighteen won the 
Nobel Prize later on, and dozens more won prestigious awards in their fields of competence.
This book contains information about the laureates of the «Islamic Studies” Prize over the years, whom num-
ber has reached thirty-eight, both individuals and institutions, from sixteen countries.
Last but not least, we heartily and gratefully pray to Almighty Allah for His assistance and for granting 
us success. We do appreciate the gracious Royal patronage of the Prize throughout its evolution. We also 
highly value the standing of the Prize among their Royal Highnesses the members of the Board of Trustees 
of King Faisal Foundation. We extend our deep gratitude to His Royal Highness Prince Khalid Al-Faisal, 
the Chairman of the Prize Board, for his unstinting follow-up, together with all their Royal Highnesses and 
Excellencies the members of the Prize Board. A genuine note of gratitude goes to His Royal Highness Prince 
Bandar bin Saud bin Khalid, the Secretary General of King Faisal Foundation, who has constantly given 
utmost support to the prize.
I should equally pay tribute to all those who collaborate with the Prize from universities, scientific and schol-
arly institutions and centers, as well as the hundreds of scientists and scholars who have participated in the 
Prize›s various committees and have contributed to securing the requisite accuracy of refereeing by selecting 
the best and most deserving among nominees to win the Prize.
I avail this occasion to commend the efforts exerted by all of my colleagues, including those who have left 
after decades of work, and others who, like their predecessors, continue to work with efficiency, dedication, 
and devotion. 
I pray that Allah grant us ever-lasting assistance and success.

Secretary General

Abdulaziz Alsebail  
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1979 Studies Dealing with the Influence of Muslim Scholars on European Civilization

1980 Studies of the Prophet’s Hadith

1981 Studies on the Role of Shari’a in the Restoration of the Society

1982 Contemporary Economic Problems from an Islamic Perspective

1983 Studies on the Holy Qur’an

1984 General Theory in Islamic Jurisprudence

1985 Studies Dealing with Islamic History

1986 Studies Dealing with Islamic History

1987 Principles and Practices of International Relations in Islam

1988 Studies Dealing with Islamic Education

1989 Studies Dealing with the Islamic City

1990 Financial Dealings in Islamic Shari’a

1991 Studies Dealing with the Spread of Islam into an Area Outside the Pres-
ent Boundaries of the Islamic World

1992 Origins of Research Methodologies in Contemporary

1993 Muslim Achievements in Sociology

1994 Studies Dealing with Islamic Law

1995 Studies Dealing with thematic Commentary of the holy Qur’an 

1996 The Life of the Prophet Mohammad

1997 Women in Islam

1998 Studies on Libraries or the Evolution of Islamic Book Craft

1999 Contributions to the Study, Verification and Authentication of the Hadith

1979 - 2018  

Year

(Withheld)

(Withheld)

(Withheld)

(Withheld)

(Withheld)

Topic

ISLAMIC STUDIES
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2000 Studies Dealing with the Spread and Cultural Impact of Islam Outside the Arab Worl

2001 Studies on Islamic Legal Rulings with no Precedent

2002 Studies on the Objectives of Islamic Legislation

2003 History of Islamic Economics

2004 Basis of Islamic Jurisprudence

2005 Muslims’ Defense of their Homeland During the 5th and 6th Centuries A.H.

2006 Studies on The Origins of Islamic Gurisprudence 

2007 Muslims’ Contribution to Pure or Applied Sciences

2008 Rules Governing International Relations During Peace and War in Islam

2009 Studies by Muslim Scholars on the Concept of “Imran” (Civilization Cycles)

2010 Studies Dealing with Religious Endowments “waqf” in Islam

2011 Socioeconomic Aspects in the Islamic World through 10th – 13th Century A.H/ 16th 
– 19th Century A.D.

2012 Human Rights in Islam

2013 Studies on Islamic Criminal Law

2014 Cultural Heritage of Makkah Al-Mukarrama

2015 Cultural Heritage of Al-Madinah Al-Munawwarah

2016 Muslim Geography Heritage

2017 Muslim Political Thought Up to the 9th Century H./15th Century G.

2018 Critical Editions of Islamic Historical and Biographical Texts

(Withheld)

(Withheld)

(Withheld)

(Withheld)

(Withheld)

(Withheld)
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1979 Dr. Fuat Sezgin 12
1980 Dr. Mohammad M. Al-A’azami 14
1982 Professor Mohammad Najatullah Siddiqui 16
1983 Professor Mohammad A. Odaimah 18
1984 Shaikh Mustafa Al-Zarka’a 20
1985 Dr. Mohammad R. Salim 22
1985 Dr. Farouk A. Desouki 24
1985 Dr. Mustafa M. Suliman 26
1986 Professor Abdulaziz A. Al-Duri 28
1988 Dr. Miqdad Yalçin 30
1988 Mohammad Kotb 32
1989 Professor Saleh Ahmed Al-Ali 34
1990 Professor Al-Seddiq M. Al-Darir 36
1990 Dr. Mohammad O. Shabra 38
1993 Professor Hasan As-Sa’ati Abdulaziz 40
1994 Shaikh Sabiq At-Tihami 42
1994 Dr. Yousef A. Al-Qaradawi 44
1996 Professor Akram Dia’a Al-Umari 46
1997 Professor Abdulkarim Zedan Biej 48

1979 - 2018  

LAUREATES OF KING FAISAL PRIZE 
ISLAMIC STUDIES
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1998 Professor Yahia Mahmoud bin Junaid 50
1998 Professor Abdulsattar Al-Halwaji 52
1999 Shaikh Mohammad Nasir Ad-Din Al-Albani 54
2000 Professor Mohammad Muhar Ali 56
2003 Professor Izz El-Din Omer Mousa 58
2003 Professor Ibrahim Abu Bakr Harakat 60
2004 Dr. Yacoub Abdulwahab Al-Bahussain 62
2004 Dr. Ali Ahmad Ghulam Muhammad Nadvi 64
2005 Professor Carole Hillenbrand 66
2007 Professor Roshdi Hifni Rashed 68
2009 Professor Abdessalam M. Cheddadi 70
2011 Professor Muhammad Adnan Bakhit Al-Sheyyab 72
2011 Professor Halil Ibrahim Inalcik 74
2012 H.E. Professor Adnaan Mohammed Al-Wazzan 76
2014 H.E. Professor Abdulwahab Abou Sulaiman 78
2015 Dr. Abdulaziz Bin Abdulrahman Kaki 80
2016 H.E. Professor Abdullah bin Yousif Al-Ghunaim 82
2017 Professor Ridwan Al-Sayyid 84
2018 Professor Bashar Awad 86
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 (Influence of Muslim Scholars  on European Civilization)

GermanyKing Faisal Prize 
Islamic Studies 

1979

Fuat Sezgin was born in Bitlis, Turkey, in 1924, 
Sezgin. He obtained his master’s degree in Oriental 
Studies and Ph.D. in Islamic Studies and Philoso-
phy at Istanbul University, where he also studied and 
commanded Arabic. He became Professor of Islamic 
Studies at the Institute of Islamic Studies in Istanbul, 
before moving to Germany in 1961. In 1965, he was 
appointed Professor of Islamic Natural Sciences at the 
University of Frankfurt. His research focused on Is-
lam’s Golden Age of Science. In 1983, he founded and 
directed the Institute of Arab-Islamic Science History 
at the University of Frankfurt, which currently holds 
the world’s most comprehensive collection of texts on 
the history of Arab and Islamic science, and houses a 
unique museum containing more than 800 replicas of 
historic scientific instruments, tools and maps belong-
ing to Islamic Sciences; and he became its honorary 
director ever since.

One of Professor Sezgin greatest achievements is The 
History of Arabic and Islamic Heritage, a mammoth, 
(13-volume) text that projects the role of Muslims in the 
advancement of human civilization in virtually all as-
pects of knowledge. He has spent 40 years collecting ma-
terial for the book, which is recognized as the finest and 
most thoroughly documented work of its kind. Sezgin 
also publishes the Journal of Arab and Islamic Studies 
and the Institute of Islamic Studies Series, of which more 
than 1,000 publications have been issued so far. 

Professor Sezgin has been awarded the Federal Service 
and the Grand Cross for Distinguished Services of the 
Federal Republic of Germany, Goethe Medal from the 
City of Frankfurt and Honorary Science Doctorate. 
Moreover, a Chair was established in his name, from 
the Technological University of Malaysia.

Professor Fuat Sezgin
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 (Studies of the Prophet’s Hadith)

Saudi ArabiaKing Faisal Prize 
Islamic Studies 

1980

Mohammad Mustafa Al-A’azami was born in Mau, In-
dia, in 1932. He was educated at Dar al-Ulum College 
in Deoband, India, and Al-Azhar University in Cai-
ro; he obtained his Ph.D. from Cambridge University 
(UK). A’azami started his career as a teacher of Arabic 
for non-Arabic speakers and Curator of the National 
Public Library in Qatar. After receiving his Ph.D., he 
moved to Saudi Arabia, teaching first at the Shari’a 
College in Makkah, then at King Saud University at 
College of Education in Riyadh. He was granted Saudi 
citizenship for his distinguished scholarship.

Professor Al-A’azami has authored numerous keynote 
books, editions, book chapters and scholarly articles in 
Arabic and English. One of his books, Studies in Ear-
ly Hadith Literature, is a classic; originally written in 
English and then translated into other languages and 
has been used as a teaching text in many universities 
worldwide. Al-A’azami’s list of major books includes: 

Kuttab An-Nabi, Manhaj an-Naqd ind al-Muhaddithĩn, 
Hadĩth Methodology and Literature; On Schacht’s Ori-
gins of Mohammadan Jurisprudence, Al-Muhaddithun 
Min al-Yamamah, Dirasat fi al-Hadith an-Nabawi wa 
Tarikh Tadwini, and al-ilal of Ibn al-Madini. His criti-
cal editing includes: Kitāb al-Tāmĩz of Imām Muslim, 
Maghazi Rasulullah of Urwah ibn Zubayr, Muwatta 
Ibn Malik (8 volumes), Sunan Ibn Maja (5 volumes) 
and Sunan Sahih Ibn Khuzaimah. His latest work is 
The History of Qura’nic Text from Revelation to Writ-
ing and The Qur’anic Challenge: A Promise Fulfilled. 
Al-A’azami has also discovered and reviewed authentic 
ancient manuscripts of Hadith, such as Şahih Ibn Khu-
zaima (4 volumes) and As-Sunnan al-Kobra of an-Na-
sa’i.

Professor Al-A’azami passed away in 2017.

Professor Mohammad Mustafa Al-A’azami





18

 (Contemporary Economic Problems from an Islamic Perspective)

IndiaKing Faisal Prize 
Islamic Studies 

1982 

Mohammad Najatullah Siddiqui was born in 1931 in 
Utar Pradesh, India. He was educated at Aligarh Mus-
lim University for M.A. and Ph.D. His academic career 
extended over 45 years, during which he has served as 
Professor of Islamic Studies at Aligarh University, then 
joined King Abd Al-Aziz University in Jeddah, Saudi 
Arabia, as Professor of Economics for 22 years from 
1978 to 2000. Thereafter, taking short-term fellowships 
and Visiting Professorships in the U.S.A., Saudi Arabia 
and Malaysia.

Professor Siddiqui’s dual qualification in economics and 
Islamic studies enabled him to contribute significantly to 
the development of modern Islamic economic thought. 
He has authored 14 books in English, 13 books in Urdu 
and 7 books in Arabic, in addition to numerous research 
articles and conference papers. Some of his books, 
originally written in English, have been translated into 
Persian, Turkish, Malaysian, Hindi and Indonesian lan-

guages. Of particular importance are his books Banking 
Without Interest, The Theory of Ownership in Islam, 
Role of the State in the Economy: An Islamic Perspec-
tive, Dialogue in Islamic Economics and Modern Writ-
ings in Islamic Economics: Selected Essays. These and 
other of Siddiqui’s works reflect his vast knowledge and 
originality of thought that place him among leading con-
temporary scholars of Islamic economics. 

Professor Siddiqui has received several awards and 
honors. He has been awarded the American Finance 
House Award, the New Delhi Institute of Objective 
Studies Award (Shah Waliullah Award) and Prize of 
the Takaful Forum in New York for Life-long Con-
tributions to Islamic Insurance and Banking. He is a 
member of the International Association for Islamic 
Economics and its president from 2001 to 2003 and 
member of editorial boards or advisory editor to a num-
ber of economic journals.

Professor Mohammad Najatullah Siddiqui
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 (Studies on the Holy Qur’an)

Egypt

Mohammad Odaimah was born in Khayyata village 
near Tanta, Egypt, in 1910. After memorizing the Holy 
Qur’an and completing primary school education, he 
joined Al-Azhar Institute in Tanta, graduating in 1930, 
then the Al-Azhar College of Arabic Language in Cairo, 
graduating in 1934. Then he continued his higher stud-
ies, obtaining a Certificate of Specialization (equivalent 
to M.A.) in 1940 and the High Aalimiyya Certificate 
(equivalent to Ph.D.) in 1943 from Al-Azhar.  

In 1947, Professor Odaimah was seconded to teach in 
Makkah, Saudi Arabia and then transferred to Jaghboob 
Oasis in Lybia until 1969. In 1972, he was appointed 
Professor of Qur’anic Studies at Imam Mohammed Bin 
Saud University in Riyadh, where he remained for the 
rest of his life. It was during his time in Makkah that he 
started working on his groundbreaking text “Linguistic 
Style of the Qur’an.” This mammoth book consisting 
of 11-volumes each comprising at least 600 pages, took 

35 years to complete. It is a highly authoritative work 
on the linguistic treasures and grammatical structure of 
the Holy Qur’an. It has benefited countless numbers of 
students and scholars in this field. 

Odaimah was awarded the First Class Medal of Arts 
and Sciences by the Arab Republic of Egypt.     

Professor Mohammad Odaimah passed away in 1984.

Professor Mohammad A. Odaimah
King Faisal Prize 
Islamic Studies 

1983 
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 (General Theory in Islamic Jurisprudence)

Syria

Mustafa Al-Zarka’a was born in Aleppo, Syria, in 1904. 
He received formal education, alongside private tute-
lage in Islamic Shari’a and Fiqh under prominent Syrian 
religious scholars, including his father. He obtained two 
high school certificates, one in mathematics and philos-
ophy and the other in Arts, and attained the first place in 
both, countrywide. Thereafter, he received Bachelor of 
Law and Bachelor of Arts degrees at Damascus Univer-
sity, with distinction in both, and a Diploma in Islamic 
Sharia from Fuad Al-Awal University in Egypt. 

In his youth, Al-Zarka’a taught in local mosques and 
schools, then practiced law for 10 years in Aleppo, be-
fore joining Damascus University where he taught civil 
law at the College of Law, Shari’a law at the College of 
Shari’a and Arabic language at the College of Arts for 
over 20 years. He had also held several other important 
positions; he was a member of the Syrian parliament 
Minister of Justice and Endowment in Syria, Chairman 
of the Fiqh Encycopedia Project in the College of Sha-

ria in Damascus, advisor to the Fiqh Encyclopedia in 
Kuwait. He was also a professor at Shari’a College in 
Amman and the Institute of Arabic studies in Cairo and 
member of the Islamic Fiqh Academy of the Organi-
zation of the Islamic Conference in Makkah. He also 
assisted in developing family laws in Syria and Sharia 
curricula in many Arab universities. 

Shaikh Al-Zarka’a was one of the foremost scholars of 
Islamic jurisprudence and comparative law in the Islam-
ic world. He had authored 12 seminal books as well as 
numerous articles dealing with both general and specific 
issues of Islamic jurisprudence, such as laws of endow-
ments, insurance contracts, trading, and bartering. He 
also published a series of comparative studies of Islamic 
versus civil laws. His ground-breaking book Madakhil 
ila Nazariy’yat al-Iltizam fil Fiqh al-Islami (Introduc-
tion to the Theory of Liability in Islamic Law), is an 
important reference on this subject in modern times.

Shaikh Mustafa Al-Zarka’a passed away in 1999.

Shaikh Mustafa Al-Zarka’a
King Faisal Prize 
Islamic Studies 

1984 
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 (Studies and Editions on Islamic Doctrine)

Saudi Arabia

Salim was born in 1927 in Cairo, Egypt. He completed 
his general education and took a bachelor’s degree in 
philosophy from Fuad Al-Awal University. He pursued 
higher education in the U.K. and obtained his Ph.D. 
in the Islamic Doctrine at Cambridge University. He 
taught for many years At Ain Shams University in Cai-
ro, then traveled to Saudi Arabia where he taught at 
King Saud University, then at Imam Mohammad bin 
Saud Islamic University in Riyadh and was granted 
Saudi citizenship.

Professor Mohammad Salim authored or edited a num-
ber of keynote books on Islamic doctrine, including 
his illustrious, 11-volume edition of Ibn Taimiyya’s  
Dara’ Ta’ârudil-’Aql ma’an-Naql (Avoiding Clashes 
of Thought and Tradition), which remains one of the 
most influential texts on the Islamic doctrine. Most of 
his other editions were also focused on the thought and 
works of Ibn Taimiyya e.g., his editions of: The Path 

of the Prophet’s Sunna  (8 volumes), Al-Safadiyya (2 
volumes) and Righteousness (2 volumes).

Professor Salim supervised many masters and doctor-
ate dissertations in Cairo and Riyadh and participated 
in the discussion of numerous lectures. He also super-
vised the cultural activities of the Department of Is-
lamic culture and the Hajj mission of the University of 
Riyadh more than once. Moreover, he participated in 
the work of the Heritage Centre in the Egyptian Book 
House in Cairo.

He was a recipient of the Egyptian State Prize for Is-
lamic Philosophy and the Order of Sciences, Literature 
and Arts.  

Professor Mohammad Salim passed away in 1987. 

Professor Mohammad R. Salim
King Faisal Prize 
Islamic Studies 

1985 

Co-Laureate
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 (Studies and Editions on Islamic Doctrine)

Egypt

Farouk Ahmed Al-Desouki was born in Alexandria, 
Egypt, in 1938. He received his general education in 
local schools and obtained a bachelor’s degree from 
the College of Arts at Alexandria University in 1959. 
He obtained his master and Ph.D. degrees at Dar Al-
Ulum College in Cairo University in 1978. He was 
taught Islamic doctrine by the late Sheikh Abdul Aziz 
bin Rashid al-Najdi, President of “Ansar al-Sunnah 
al-Mohamadiyah” group in Alexandria. He worked for 
several years in the Department of Islamic Studies at 
King Saud University in Riyadh, rising through aca-
demic ranks to full professorship. 

Professor Al-Desouki has made significant contribu-
tions to the study of the Islamic Doctrine. He has au-
thored several articles and books in this field; includ-
ing his widely known book Destiny in Islam. This is a 
comprehensive and thoroughly documented, 3-volume 
text: the first part, “In the Quran and Sun’ah”; second 

part “Between the Salaf and the Speakers”; and the 
third part “On the philosophy of Islamic civilization”. 
This book reflects its author’s articulation of the subject 
and his ability to communicate his ideas in a direct and 
easy-to-apprehend manner. 

Three of Disouki’s other books, namely: Man and Sa-
tan, Man’s Inheritence of the Land and Foundations of 
the Islamic Society are further examples of his insight-
fulness and deep knowledge of the fundamental princi-
ples of Islam.  

Professor Farouk A. Desouki
King Faisal Prize 
Islamic Studies 

1985 

Co-Laureate
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 (Studies and Editions on Islamic Doctrine)

Egypt

Mustafa Hilmi Suliman was born in Egypt in 1932. He 
obtained his bachelor’s degree in 1960 and Ph.D. degree 
in 1971 from the Department of Philosophy and Social 
Studies at Alexandria University. After graduation, he 
was recruited by the Department of Islamic Philosophy 
at Dar Al-Ulum College in Cairo University where he 
was a professor of Islamic Philosophy and Theology 
for several decades. He was seconded for some years to 
teach at the Department of Islamic Studies in the Col-
lege of Education at King Saud University in Riyadh, 
then moved to the Islamic University in Pakistan, then 
Om Algura University. Finally, he went back to teach-
ing in Dar AlOloum college in Cairo university. 

Throughout his career, Professor Suliman has been 
rigorously examining important aspects of the Islam-
ic doctrine and thought, such as the Islamic system 
of governance, Sufism, and different perspectives of 
fundamentalism and so-called radicalism in Islam. 

His work, which was published in about 15 books 
and editions, and several articles and conference pa-
pers, is characterized by its profundity and thorough 
documentation. Some of his best-known books are 
Fundamentalism between Islamic Faith and Western 
Thought, Ibn Taimiyya and Sufism, Sufism and Islam-
ic Fundamentalism in Modern Times, the Principles 
of Fundamentalism in Islamic Thought, The Concept 
of Ethics between Philosophers and Islamic Scholars, 
and The Caliphate in Islam. One of his best editions 
(jointly with F. Abdel Moniem) is: Ghiyath al-Umam 
fi Iltiyath az-Zulam by Dhia ul-Din Al-Juwayni, a re-
nowned scholar of the Sunni Asharite school theolog-
ical thought in 11th Century G. 

Dr. Mustafa M. Hilmi Suliman
King Faisal Prize 
Islamic Studies 

1985 

Co-Laureate
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 (Studies on Islamic History)

Iraq

Born in Baghdad in 1919 and educated in London, 
Al-Duri has been teaching Islamic history in Iraq and 
Jordan for more than half a century. During his tenure in 
Iraq he became the Dean of the College of Arts and Sci-
ences at Baghdad University, President of the Univer-
sity and subsequently President of the Higher Council 
of Iraqi Universities. He was also the President of the 
Iraqi Association of Writers and Authors and a visiting 
professor at the American University in Beirut. He was 
a member of the Iraqi Academy of Science, the Royal 
Jordanian Academy for Islamic Civilization Research 
(Al-Albait Foundation for Islamic Thought) and the 
Council of Custodians of the Library of Alexandria. He 
was also an honorary member of the Jordanian Arabic 
Language Academy and a corresponding member of 
the Arab Language Academies in Cairo and Damascus.

Professor Abdulaziz Al-Duri has authored or co-au-
thored around 20 books and numerous scholarly articles 

dealing with various economic, cultural and historic 
aspects of the Islamic civilization. His erudition, orig-
inality and clarity of thought have gained him wide rec-
ognition throughout the Arab and Islamic worlds. Some 
of his keynote books, such as his illustrious book: The 
Economic History of Iraq During the 7th Century A.H., 

For his distinguished contributions to Islamic econom-
ic history, professor Al-Duri has been recognized by 
a number of prestigious awards and honors. He was 
awarded both the Order of Independence (First Class) 
and the Distinguished Order of Education in Jordan, as 
well as an Honorary Doctorate degree from Halle-Wit-
tenburg University in Germany; and prizes from the 
Iraqi Academy of Science, the Center of Islamic His-
tory, Arts and Culture and the Arab League Education, 
Science and Culture (ALESCO). 

Professor Al-Duri passed away in 2010. 

Professor Abdulaziz A. Al-Duri
King Faisal Prize 
Islamic Studies 

1986 
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(Islamic Education)

Turkey

Miqdad Yalçin was born in a village in Antakya, Tur-
key, in 1937. He started his education in Turkey, contin-
ued it in Syria and completed it in Al-Azhar University 
and Dar Al-Ulum College in Cairo. After receiving his 
doctorate degree and general and special diplomas in 
education from Egypt, he returned to Turkey to teach at 
the College of Theology in Ankara University. In 1980, 
he was recruited by the Department of Education in 
the College of Social Studies at Imam Mohammad bin 
Saud Islamic University in Riyadh where he became 
professor of Islamic studies.

Professor Yalçin has published numerous research arti-
cles, conference papers and nearly 60 books in Arabic 
and Turkish, dealing predominantly with Islamic edu-
cation and related topics. Yalçin most important work is 
his participation in editing an Encyclopedia of Islamic 
Education. 

His major works in education include: Aspects of Is-
lamic Education, Objectives and Purposes of Islamic 
Education, The Role of Islamic Education in Building 
the Individual, the Society and Civilization, Educa-
tional Psychology in Islam (jointly with Yusuf Al-Ka-
di) and Foundations of the Islamic Education Theory. 
These texts illustrate Yalçin deep knowledge of funda-
mental principles of Islamic education and their impact 
on the Muslim’s personality and ideals, which are the 
foundation of an Islamic nation. His books also discuss 
Islamic education as it compares to modern educational 
concepts based on contemporary western thought.

Professor Miqdad Yalçin
King Faisal Prize 
Islamic Studies 

1988 

Co-Laureate
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(Islamic Education)

Egypt

Mohammad Kotb was born in Mosha village in Assiut 
Governorate in Egypt. After completing his general 
education, he obtained a degree in English Language 
at Fuad Al-Awwal University in 1940 and a Diploma 
from the High Institute for Education and Psycholo-
gy in Cairo in 1941. He worked for some time as an 
English language teacher, then joined the Egyptian 
National Library (Dar al-Kutub al-Misriyya) and was 
subsequently appointed translator in the Egyptian Min-
istry of Education. Afterwards, he was transferred to 
the Department of Culture in the Ministry of Higher 
Education as a supervisor of the 1000-book project, 
which was launched to produced books at affordable 
prices. In 1972, he moved to Saudi Arabia as a teacher 
in the Shari’a College in Makkah.    

In addition to hundreds of articles and popular lectures, 
Kotb has authored close to 35 books dealing with a 
wide range of educational, social, psychological, his-

torical, theological and contemporary issues concern-
ing Muslims. His two-volume book, The Methodology 
of Islamic Education, is an insightful account of pres-
ent-day concepts of education from an Islamic perspec-
tive. One of his most important books: “Al-Muslimun 
wa Al-Awlama” (Muslims and Globalization) deals 
with negative effects of globalization on Muslim coun-
tries as a part of the third world.   

Mohammad Kotb passed away in 2014.

Mohammad Kotb 
King Faisal Prize 
Islamic Studies 

1988 

Co-Laureate
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(The Islamic City)

Iraq

Born in Musul, Iraq, in 1918 and educated at Oxford 
University, Professor Saleh Ahmed Al-Ali was an ac-
complished scholar of Islamic history. Al-Ali received 
his Ph.D. from Oxford University in 1945 and was a 
research fellow at Harvard in 1950. 

For several decades he was Professor and Professor 
Emeritus of Islamic History at the College of Arts and 
Sciences in Baghdad University. He was also Dean of 
the Institute for Higher Islamic Studies, member of 
Baghdad University Council and Acting President of 
the Center for Revival of Arab Scientific Heritage.

He had authored, edited and translated more than 25 
books in addition to 170 articles, research papers and 
review articles dealing with different aspects of Islamic 
history and thought. His authoritative texts: The Social 
and Economic Structure of Basra During the First Cen-
tury AH and Plans of Basra Region encompass a de-
tailed characterization of Islamic cities during the early 

post-Islamic era and are examples of Al-Ali’s distinc-
tion. Other major books by Al-Ali, include: Baghdad 
Layout of the 5th Hejira Century; Architectural Fea-
tures of Baghdad; Baghdad, City of Peace; al-Kufa at 
the Outset of Islam and Samera’a and its Population 
During the Caliphate. Al-Ali also wrote on governance 
and affairs of the Islamic State and translated Rosen-
thal’s: “A History of Muslim Historiography”.

Professor Al-Ali was recognized by numerous awards 
and honors for his pioneering studies of the Islamic 
city. These include: State Medal by the Iraqi Govern-
ment, Aristotle’s Medal from the UNESCO, Gold Med-
al of the Association of Arab Historians, Iraqi Science 
Academy Prize, Al-Owais Cultural Prize, UAE and 
Bait al-Hikma Prize.

Professor Al-Ali passed away in 2003. 

 Professor Saleh Ahmed Al-Ali
King Faisal Prize 
Islamic Studies 

1989 
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(Financial Dealings in Islamic Shari’a) 

Sudan

Professor Al-Seddiq Al-Darir was born in 1918 in Om-
durman, Sudan. He graduated from the Law School and 
obtained his Ph.D. in Islamic religious law (Shari’a) at 
Cairo University in Egypt. He was a Professor Emer-
itus in Khartoum University and member of Arabic 
Language Academy in Khartoum, the Islamic Fiqh 
Academy in Jeddah and the Islamic Fiqh Academy of 
the Organization of the Islamic Conference in Makkah 
and was an honorary member of the Indian Islamic 
Academy. He was also a member of the Supervisory 
Commission of Islamic Financial Institutions in Bah-
rain and Chairman of the Supervisory Commission of 
Islamic Banks, Financing and Insurance Institutions in 
the Sudan and is considered the pioneer of that field in 
the Sudan.  

Al-Darir has authored several books on Islamic finan-
cial dealings such as terms of contracts, insurance, 
banking, equities and loans. These books include: In-

surance Contracts in Islam; Family Law System in 
Shari’a Courts in the Sudan and Al Gharar (Deceit) in 
Contracts and its Effect on Contemporary Transaction. 
His books are thoroughly researched and well-docu-
mented works that reflects Al-Darir’s deep knowledge 
of the fundamental economic concepts of Islam and 
their applications in contemporary economics and fi-
nance. Al- Darir has also written many scholarly arti-
cles on Islamic financial dealings and participated in 
conferences and lectured at several Arab universities. 

Al-Seddiq was awarded the “Accomplishment Star” 
medal and the State Prize by the Sudanese Government. 

Professor Al-Darir passed away in 2015.

Professor Al-Seddiq M. Al-Darir
King Faisal Prize 
Islamic Studies 

1990 

Co-Laureate
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(Financial Dealings in Islamic Shari’a) 

Saudi Arabia

Mohammed Shapra was born in Pakistan in 1933. He 
received his bachelor and master’s degrees at Kara-
chi University and Ph.D. at Minnesota University. He 
worked at the Institute of Development Economics and 
the Islamic Research Institute in Pakistan, then as a re-
search assistant at Minnesota, and associate professor 
of economics at Wisconsin and Kentucky Universities. 
After that he became a Consultant to the Saudi Arabian 
Monetary Organization for 34 years during which he 
was granted Saudi citizenship.

An accomplished scholar of Islamic economics, Shapra 
has made seminal contributions to Islamic economics 
and finance over the past three decades. He published 
12 books and monographs, 75 articles and 9 book re-
views. One of his groundbreaking contributions is his 
book Towards a Just Monetary System, 1985. 

In 2002, he published The Future of Economics: An Is-
lamic Perspective followed in 2005 by Objectives of 

Islamic Economic Order: An Introduction in Econom-
ics and Islamic Financing both of which have also been 
well received. Chapra’s books have been translated into 
many languages and are taught in universities world-
wide. He has also delivered numerous invited lectures 
and participated in hundreds of conferences worldwide. 

Dr. Shapra is Research Advisor at the Islamic Research 
and Training Institute of the Islamic Development Bank 
in Jeddah. He is a member of the Royal Economic So-
ciety, London; American Economic Association, Saudi 
Economic Association and the Islamic Economic Asso-
ciation. He is also a member of the editorial boards of 
a number of prestigious international journals of eco-
nomics, and recipient of several awards and honors. 

Dr. Mohammad O. Shapra
King Faisal Prize 
Islamic Studies 

1990 

Co-Laureate
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(Muslim Achievements in Sociology)

Egypt

Hasan As-Sa’ati was born in Kalyoub, Egypt in 1916. 
He received his B.A. in English Language from Fuad 
Al-Awal University in Cairo in 1938, and a Ph.D. in 
Sociology from London University in 1946. After 
graduation, he served at the High Institute for Social 
Services in Halwan and Alexandria University before 
joining Ain Shams University, where he became Pro-
fessor of Sociology at the College of Arts, and Dean of 
the College between 1961-1968. After his retirement, 
he was named Professor Emeritus at Ain Shams. 

Professor As-Sa’ati was a pioneer Arab sociologist and 
educator.  His professional studies in sociology were 
published in numerous scholarly articles in Arabic and 
English, as well as 16 books including: Social Dynam-
ics in Industry: A Monographic Study of an Egyptian 
Enterprise, The Middle Classes in Egypt, The New 
Aristocracy and Bourgeoisie in Egyptian Society: Ap-
plications of Socialism, Sociology and Development in 

Contemporary Egypt and Youth and Violence and Reli-
gion: Secularization and De-Secularization. 

As-Sa’ati’s studies combined a deep understanding 
of theory with a keen awareness of the real workings 
of society, and an insistent attempt to explore a field 
long dominated by Western thought. His research on 
sociology from the Islamic perspective, such as his ar-
ticles on the role of Islam in the social and economic 
development of Egypt and the impact of urbanization 
and modern industrialization in Islamic societies, had 
influenced an entire generation of sociologists in Egypt 
and the Arab world. 

Professor As-Sa’ati was awarded an Honorary Doctor-
ate Degree from Al-Awzai’ Islamic College in Lebanon 
and the Egyptian State Prize for Social Sciences. 

Professor As-Sa’ati passed away in 1997. 

Professor Hasan As-Sa’ati Abdulaziz
King Faisal Prize 
Islamic Studies 

1993 
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(Studies Dealing with Islamic Law)

Egypt

El-Sayyid Sabiq At-Tihami was born in Astan’ha, 
Manufiyya, Egypt in 1915. He studied at Al-Azhar 
Institute and graduated from the College of Sharia in 
1947. He held different administrative and academic 
responsibilities including the posts of Deputy Director 
of the Department of Mosques, Director of the Depart-
ment of Training and Cultural Affairs of the Egyptian 
Ministry of Endowments, Director of the Egyptian 
Mabarra (an Egyptian Government charitable organi-
zation) in Makkah, Saudi Arabia. He was also a Lectur-
er at Al-Azhar Institute in Cairo and finally Chairman 
of the Department of Shari’a and Professor of Graduate 
Studies at Umm al-Qura University in Makkah.

One of Shaikh At-Tihami’s most important concerns 
was to present often intricate Islamic laws in a manner 
that is readily comprehended by students and ordinary 
Muslims alike. This is best exemplified by his eloquent 
3-volume text, Fiqh Al-Sunna (Sunni Sharia Laws). 

The style in which this book was written and the wealth 
of information it contained, made it an indispensable 
source for students throughout the Islamic world. It has 
been translated into several languages. 

At-Tihami authored more than 10 other books and nu-
merous articles on Islamic laws and other aspects of 
the Islamic creed, including: Characteristics of Islamic 
Shari’a, Sources of Islamic Shari’a, Islamic Doctrines, 
Our Creed, and Elements of Power in Islam and A Call 
to Islam. He was an active participant in Islamic Confer-
ences due to his versatile knowledge and lecturing skills, 
he was frequently invited by Muslim communities in 
Europe, U.S.A. and the former Soviet Union to lecture.

Shaikh At-Tihami was awarded Egypt’s Order of Mer-
it (First Class) for his lifelong academic contributions 
and outstanding services to his country.

Shaikh At-Tihami passed away in 2000.  

Shaikh Sabiq At-Tihami
King Faisal Prize 
Islamic Studies 

1994 

Co-Laureate
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(Studies Dealing with Islamic Law)

Qatar

Yusuf Al-Qaradawi was born in 1926 in the village of 
Saft Turab, Egypt. He memorized the entire Quran by 
the age of nine. He was educated in Al-Azhar, receiving 
B.A degree in 1952 from the College of Usul ad-Din 
(Islamic Religious Fundamentals), Post-Graduate Di-
ploma in Arabic Language Studies in 1958, at the Insti-
tute for Higher Studies in Arabic Language and Liter-
ature, and Master’s in 1960 and Ph.D. in 1973 degrees 
from the Department of Quranic Studies at the College 
of Usul ad-Din.

Shaikh Al-Qaradawi, who holds Qatari citizenship, vast 
contributions include more than 50 books and hundreds 
of articles on different Islamic issues, ranging from the 
fundamental principles and laws of Islam to the needs 
and challenges of modern Muslim societies. Shaikh 
Al-Qaradawi’s contributions to the study of Islamic law 
are best illustrated in his book Fiqh Az-Zakat (The Law 
of Alms), a major reference in the Islamic world.

Professor Al-Qaradawi was the founder and Dean of 
the College of Shari’a and Islamic Studies and found-
er and current Director of Sunnah Research Center at 
Qatar University. He is also the President of the World 
Muslim Scholars Association, the European Council 
for Islamic Guidance and Research, the Supervisory 
Commissions of Islamic Banks of Qatar and Bahrain, 
Vice-President of the International Commission for 
Alms in Kuwait, and Member of the Islamic Academy 
of Fiqh of the World Muslim League.

Al-Qaradawi received several awards and honors for 
his distinguished contributions, including the Prize of 
the Islamic University in Malaysia, the Sultan Hasan 
Bolkiah Prize in Brunei and al-Owais Prize in the UAE. 

Dr. Yousef A. Al-Qaradawi
King Faisal Prize 
Islamic Studies 

1994 

Co-Laureate
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(The Life of the Prophet Mohammad)

Iraq

Akram Dia’a Al-Umari was born in Musul, Iraq, in 
1942. He graduated from College of Education in 1963 
and obtained his M.A. at the College of Arts in Bagh-
dad University in 1966, and Ph.D. in Islamic History at 
Ain Shams University in Cairo in 1974. After teaching 
for a few years at Baghdad University, he was recruited 
by the Islamic University of al-Madinah al-Munawwar-
ah where he was a Professor of Islamic History at the 
Department of Islamic Studies and the Department of 
History from 1976 to 1995. During that period, he was 
Chairman of the Department of Post-Graduate Studies 
and the Scientific Council of the University, a research-
er at the Sunnah and Sirah  Center, and a member of 
the Scientific Council of the King Fahd Complex for 
Printing the Qur’an. 

Al-Umari is a author of more than 20 books and many 
articles in the fields of Islamic history and Sirah. His 
books on the life and history of the Prophet Moham-

mad contain insightful analyses of the events that led 
to societal transformations during the early part of Is-
lam. They describe the struggle of the Prophet and his 
close companions to preserve their new identity in the 
face of immense challenges. The books also analyze 
Islamic ideals and concepts from religious and historic 
perspectives and are important references for students 
and readers of the Prophet’s Sirah. Other related Arabic 
texts by Al-Umari include those concerning Al-Medi-
nah society, the rightly-guided caliphs’ era and the Is-
lamic civilization.

Professor Al-Umari has been awarded the Sultan Has-
san Bolkiah Prize in 2000 for his studies on the life of 
Prophet Mohammad.  

He is currently professor at the College of Sharia in the 
University of Qatar.  

Professor Akram Dia’a Al-Umari
King Faisal Prize 
Islamic Studies 

1996 





50

(Women in Islam)

Iraq

Born in Baghdad, Iraq, in 1917, AbdulKarim Zedan Biej 
was educated in Iraq and Egypt.  He graduated at the 
College of Law in Baghdad University in 1950, and ob-
tained the Diploma of the Shari’a Institute in 1958, and 
Ph.D. in Islamic Shari’a from Cairo University in 1962.  

Professor Biej taught Islamic Shari’a at the College of 
Arts and the College of Law in Baghdad University 
for many years and rose through academic ranks to full 
professorship and Deanship of the College of Islamic 
Studies. After his retirement, he was named Professor 
Emeritus at Baghdad University in recognition of his 
contributions to teaching and research. He subsequently 
served as Professor of Islamic Shari’a and Comparative 
Fiqh at the Departments of Islamic Studies and Graduate 
Islamic Studies in the College of Arts at Sana’ University 
in Yemen.   

Professor Biej has authored numerous articles and sever-
al books some of which have been translated into other 

languages - English, Turkish, Indonesian, Malaysian and 
Hindi - and are used for teaching in several Arab and 
Islamic Universities. One of his most important accom-
plishments is his monumental text: A Detailed Study of 
the Status of Women and Family in Islamic Law. This 
11-volume book deals in great depth with the status of 
women and their role in the Islamic society, not only 
from a religious perspective, but also from social and 
economic standpoints, and represents a serious attempt 
to relate the rationale of Islamic laws to contemporary 
issues facing women in modern societies.      

Professor Biej passed away in 2014.  

Professor Abdulkarim Zedan Biej 
King Faisal Prize 
Islamic Studies 

1997 
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(Islamic Libraries or the Evolution of Islamic Book Craft)

Saudi Arabia

Yahia bin Junaid was born in Makkah Al-Mukarramah, 
Saudi Arabia in 1947. He graduated from the Depart-
ment of Arabic Language and Literature at the College 
of Arts, King Saud University in Riyadh in 1969, ob-
tained an MA in Library and Information Sciences from 
the University of Missouri in the USA in 1976 and Ph.D. 
in Library Sciences and Documentation from Cairo Uni-
versity in 1983. 

Professor Bin Junaid is a writer and scholar of Islamic 
libraries, a professor of Library Science at Imam Mo-
hammad bin Saud Islamic University and former Head 
Librarian of King Fahd Library in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. 
He is the editor-in-chief of Alam Al-Makhtotat (World 
of Manuscripts), a literary Arabic periodical, member of 
editorial boards of Al-Faisal and Ad-Dara and consultant 
editor of Diri’ya magazines. 

Professor bin Junaid has authored numerous articles and 
books in his field of specialization. Of particular impor-

tance is his book:  Endowment and the Structure of the 
Arabic library, a highly definitive study into the role of 
endowments in the evolution of libraries and enhance-
ment of education and culture in the Islamic world over 
ten centuries. 

Bin Junaid is a former Member of the Saudi Consultative 
Council from 1997 to 2000. He is also a former Secre-
tary-General of the King Faisal Center for Research and 
Islamic Studies and Member of the Board of Directors of 
King Fahd National Library. 

He is currently President of Center for Research and In-
terommunication Knowledge.

 Professor Yahia Mahmoud bin Junaid
King Faisal Prize 
Islamic Studies 

1998 

Co-Laureate
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(Islamic Libraries or the Evolution of Islamic Book Craft)

Egypt

AbdulSattar Al-Halwaji was born in Manzala, Dakhaliya 
Governorate, Egypt, in 1938. He concurrently obtained a 
bachelor’s degree of Arabic Language and a Diploma of 
Education from the College of Arts at Cairo University 
and the College of Education at Ain Shams University, 
respectively, in 1959. Thereafter, he obtained an MA 
from London University in 1963 and a Ph.D. from Cairo 
University in 1969 in Library Sciences. 

Professor Al-Halwaji is an expert on Islamic libraries, 
ancient manuscripts and the development of book craft 
during early Islamic eras. One of his best-known books 
on this subject is Al-Makhtout Al-Arabi (The Arabic 
Manuscript), an excellent research into the evolution of 
Arabic manuscripts, calligraphy and book craft during 
the first four centuries of Islamic history. Al-Halwaji has 
also written many other books and research articles on 
the history of Islamic books and libraries. In addition, 
he has edited an ancient text on book craft attributed to 

al-mu’iz ibn Badis. He has also translated World Survey 
of Islamic Manuscripts and Introduction to the History 
of Muslim East: A Bibliographical Guide by Sauvaget 
and Cahen.

Professor Al-Halwaji’s career as a Professor of Library 
Science at Cairo University extended over many years, 
during which he assumed various offices and served as 
Chair of the Department of Library Science and Docu-
ments and Vice-Dean of the College of Arts. He has also 
taught for some time in Saudi Arabia. He is presently 
Professor Emeritus at Cairo University and Member of 
the Publications and Writers Committee of the Supreme 
Council for Culture in Egypt. 

Al-Halwaji received the Cairo University Prize for Hu-
manities and Education in 2006. 

Professor Abdulsattar Al-Halwaji
King Faisal Prize 
Islamic Studies 

1998 

Co-Laureate
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(Contributions to the Study, Verification and Authentication of the Hadith)  

Syria

Mohammad Nasir Ad-Din Al-Albani was born in Shko-
dra, the old capital of Albania, in 1914 and moved as a 
child with his family to Damascus. There he completed 
his early education and received rigorous tutelage in Ar-
abic and Islamic studies by prominent scholars of that 
time. During that period, he worked as a clock and watch 
repairer to help support his family. 

Shaikh Al-Albani started to specialize in Hadith and 
related subjects in the 1930’s and by the age of 20; he 
transcribed and commented on Al-Hafez al-Iraqi’s mon-
umental text, “Al-Mughnee ‘an hamlil-Asfar” followed 
by a series of other books, lectures and influential arti-
cles in Al-Manar magazine. He is considered the world’s 
leading authority in Hadith sciences. He wrote and edit-
ed more than 300 books and manuscripts, many of which 
became major references for Hadith scholars. 

Al-Albani visited and lectured in several Arab and Euro-
pean countries, including: Qatar, Kuwait, Egypt, United 

Arab Emirates, Spain, Britain, Morocco and Germany. 
He also taught Hadith Sciences in Al-Madinah Islamic 
University in Saudi Arabia for three years. His influen-
tial publications and widely attended classes and lec-
tures, over a period of 60 years, had a significant impact 
not only on the study of Hadith but also on other branch-
es of Islamic studies.

Although the Shaikh distanced himself from political ac-
tivities, he was harassed many times, and arrested twice 
for a total of 9 months. During his imprisonment, he ed-
ited Al-Hafiz al-Munziri’s “Mukhtasar Sahih Muslim.” 
Eventually, he left Syria to Jordan where he spent the last 
few years of his life. 

Shaikh Al-Albani passed away in 1999.  

Sheikh Mohammad Nasir Ad-Din Al-Albani
King Faisal Prize 
Islamic Studies 

1999 
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(The Spread and Cultural Impact of Islam Outside the Arab World)

Bangladesh

Mohammad Muhar Ali was born in Khulna (now part 
of Bangladesh) in 1932. He obtained his BA and MA 
degrees in Islamic History from Dacca University and 
Ph.D. in modern history of Southern Asia from London 
University. He also held a Law Degree from Britain. 

Professor Ali was a specialist in the Islamic history of 
the Bengal region. His (4-volume) book A History of the 
Muslims of Bengal is a reliable source on the origins and 
spread of Islam and its impact on the spiritual, political, 
and cultural life of Bengalis. This important text illus-
trates the role of Arabs and other Muslims in the incep-
tion and spread of Islam in that part of the world. The 
influence of Islam on Bengali literature, art, and architec-
ture and the resistance of Bengali Muslims to the British 
occupation of their land are also discussed in the book. 

Professor Ali’s other contributions include A Brief Sur-
vey of Muslim Rule in India, Islam in the Modern World; 
An Outline of Ancient Indo-Pakistani History; The Ben-

gali Reaction to Christian Missionary Activities (1833-
1857) and The Fall of Siraj al-Dawla. Ali also wrote 
more general texts, including the 2-volume Sirat al-Nabi 
and the Orientalists, and The Quran and the Latest Ori-
entalist Assumptions as well as an  edition of the biogra-
phy of Nawwab Abd al-Latif. He had also written about 
the spread of Islam in Asia for the Islamic Geographical 
Encyclopedia. 

Professor Ali served for many years as Professor of Is-
lamic History in Saudi Arabia universities and was a 
member of several international academic societies in 
his field of specialization. 

Professor Ali passed away in London in 2007.

Professor Mohammad Muhar Ali
King Faisal Prize 
Islamic Studies 

2000 
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(History of Islamic Economics)

Sudan

Izz El-Din Omer Mousa was born in 1936 in the Island 
of Tuti near Khartoum, Sudan. He was educated at the 
American University of Beirut (AUB), from which he 
received his BA, MA and Ph.D. degrees in Islamic His-
tory, as well as a Diploma in Education. 

Professor Mousa started his career as a school teacher in 
Sudan in 1957, becoming a teaching assistant during his 
graduate studies at AUB. Between 1973-1983, he joined 
Ahmadu Bello University in Zaria, Nigeria, where he 
rose to the status of professor in Islamic History. In 1983, 
he joined King Saud University where he taught Islamic 
History. 

Mousa has published several books, editions and articles 
in Arabic and English on topics pertaining to Islamic his-
tory, especially in north and west Africa. His book, Eco-
nomic Activity in the Maghrib in the 6th Century AH, is 
an important and reliable reference for researchers and 
readers interested in the economic life in Maghrib more 

than 800 years ago. Mousa has also supervised several 
MA and Ph.D. students both in Ahmadu Bello Universi-
ty and King Saud University and has served on many ac-
ademic boards in both. He is an active participant in con-
ferences and cultural events in Saudi Arabia and abroad, 
and was a regular participant to al-Hasaniyya classes, 
held annually during the month of Ramadan under the 
auspices of the late Moroccan monarch, King Hassan V. 
Mousa is a member of the ALESCO Committee on the 
Status of Arabic and Islamic Studies in West Africa, the 
International Islamic Literature Association, the Arabic 
Thought Consortium in Jordan and the Al-Al-Bait Foun-
dation for Islamic Civilization Research in Jordan.   

Currently, Professor Izz El-Din Omer Mousa is Dean of 
Center for higher education and research ethics at Naif 
Arab University for Security Sciences. 

Professor Izz El-Din Omer Mousa
King Faisal Prize 
Islamic Studies 

2003 

Co-Laureate
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(History of Islamic Economics)  

Morocco

Ibrahim Harakat was born in Casablanca in 1928. He re-
ceived a Diploma in Arabic Language from the Institute 
of Higher Studies and a BA degree from Mohammad V 
University in Rabat. Thereafter, he enrolled in graduate 
studies in Arabic language and obtained a University 
Doctorate in Islamic Studies from Strasburg University 
in France and a State Doctorate in History from the Jesu-
it University in Beirut. 

Professor Harakat has been involved in academic and 
cultural activities in Morocco for several years. He su-
pervised the establishment of the College of Arts in Fez. 
He also served as Inspector of high School education and 
representative of the Moroccan Ministry of National Ed-
ucation in Agadir, Fez and Taza. He was also Chairman 
of the Arts Education Department and Director of the 
Cultural Sector of the Ministry of Culture. Moreover, he 
was a member of the Moroccan Higher Council for Na-
tional Education and member of the Scientific Council of 
Rabat Governorate. 

Professor Harakat is a prolific writer and educator. Fol-
lowing his country’s independence, he wrote 40 school 
books. He has also written more than 30 articles for the 
Turkish Islamic Encyclopedia. Many of his academic 
books, research papers and popular articles, on the other 
hand, focus on the political and socio-economic aspects 
of Islamic history during different Caliphates. His key-
note book, Islamic Economics Between the 1st and 9th 
Century AH, provides a holistic view of Islamic eco-
nomic history as it reflected on society. The book also 
compares Islamic economic concepts with those of the 
Christian world and revisits earlier arguments by Euro-
pean researchers with regard to the Islamic communi-
ty and economy; emphasizing Islam’s impact on world 
economy during that time. 

Professor Harakat was awarded the Grand Prize of the 
Moroccan Ministry of Culture and the “Arab Historian” 
Prize and the “Cultural Medal” from Tunisia. Moreover, 
he is a member of the Arab Historians Association and the 
International Association of Mediterranean Histor, Italy. 

Professor Ibrahim Abu Bakr Harakat
King Faisal Prize 
Islamic Studies 

2003 

Co-Laureate
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(Basis of Islamic Jurisprudence)

Saudi Arabia

Yacoub Al-Bahussain was born in 1928 in Zubair, South-
ern Iraq. After completing general education in Basra, 
he continued his study in Egypt. He graduated from the 
College of Shari’a in Al-Azhar University in Cairo in 
1951 and returned to Iraq. He was appointed high school 
teacher and eventually Director of the Teachers’ Institute 
in Basra, before going back to Al-Azhar for postgraduate 
studies. In 1966, he obtained a post-graduate diploma in 
the history of Islamic jurisprudence from Al-Azhar and 
became lecturer at the College of Law and Economics in 
Basra University. In 1972, he obtained another post-grad-
uate diploma in Arabic Language and Literature from the 
Institute of Arabic Studies and a Ph.D. from the College 
of Shari’a in Al-Azhar University. 

For the following nine years, he taught at the College of 
Arts in Basra University and became Chairman of the 
Department of Arabic and Acting Dean of the College. 
Then he moved to Saudi Arabia where he served for 

more than twenty-five years as professor at the College 
of Shari’a in Imam Muhammad Bin Saud Islamic Uni-
versity in Riyadh. 

Professor Al-Bahussain’s diverse teaching and research 
experience spans more than 50 years and deals with more 
than one area of expertise. Some of his most significant 
contributions have been in the field of Islamic jurispru-
dence, an area in which he has written many important 
books and research papers explaining, authenticating 
and skillfully analyzing the principles and maxims on 
which Islamic jurisprudence is based.         

He is currently Professor Emeritus at the College of 
Shari’a in Imam Muhammad Bin Saud Islamic Univer-
sity in Riyadh.

Dr. Yacoub A. Al-Bahussain 
King Faisal Prize 
Islamic Studies 

2004 

Co-Laureate
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(Basis of Islamic Jurisprudence)

India

Ali. Nadvi was born in Mudasa, India in 1954. He studied 
at Dar al-Ulum Naduatul Ulama in India and obtained a 
bachelor’s degree from the Islamic University in Al-Ma-
dinah Al-Munawwarah. He then obtained a Master’s and 
a Ph.D. degrees from Umm Al-Qura University in Mak-
kah, Saudi Arabia. He was Head of Shari’a advisors in 
Al-Rajhi Financial and Investment Company in Riyadh.

Nadvi is a distinguished scholar of Islamic jurispru-
dence. During the past two decades, he has carried out 
detailed studies on fundamental rules and maxims of 
Islamic jurisprudence throughout Islamic history, par-
ticularly in relation to financial dealings. His books and 
articles on these subjects not only provide a wealth of 
information on a wide range of Islamic juristic rules that 
govern financial matters, but also analyzes these rules 
and tries to adapt them to modern circumstances; such 
as “Imam Muhammad ibn al-Hasan al-Shaibani - the nu-
cleus of Islamic jurisprudence” and “The majority of jur-

isprudential rules in financial transactions” (2000). His 
researches also added a lot of value to the understanding 
of the basis of Islamic Jurisprudence, such as “ Zakat on 
agriculture, stocks and debt”; a research presented to the 
thirteenth session of the International Islamic Fiqh Acad-
emy, Kuwait, 2001, and “The letter of bank guarantee 
and the ruling on taking the reward for it”, part of it was 
published in the “Journal of King Abdulaziz University 
of Islamic Economics” (1999). 

Dr. Ali A.G.M. Nadvi
King Faisal Prize 
Islamic Studies 

2004 

Co-Laureate
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(Muslims’ Defense of their Homeland During the 5th and 6th Centuries A.H.)

U.K.

Carole Hillenbrand was born in 1943 in Southbury, 
UK. She was educated at the universities of Cambridge 
(Modern and Medieval Languages), Oxford (Oriental 
Studies: Arabic and Turkish) and Edinburgh (medieval 
Islamic history). She has served as Head of the Depart-
ment of Islamic and Middle Eastern Studies from 1997 
to 2002 and from 2006 until the present. She has been 
a Visiting Professor at Dartmouth College, New Hamp-
shire, U.S.A. and the University of Groningen, Nether-
lands; and an invited lecturer at many Arab Universities. 
She has also been Vice-President of the British Society 
for Middle Eastern Studies since 2003, Islamic Advisory 
Editor at Edinburgh University Press since 1983 and Ed-
itor of the series entitled “Studies in Persian and Turkish 
History” 1999. She is a Member of the Council for As-
sisting Refugee Academics and Head of Sub-Panel L48 
in the Research Assessment Exercise, 2008. 

Professor Hillenbrand’s research interests include the 
Crusades, the Seljuqs of Iran and Turkey and medieval 

Muslim political thought.“The Crusades: Islamic Per-
spectives” (1999), which represents the culmination of 
Professor Hillenbrand’s accomplishments in that part of 
Islamic history, has been the first ever attempt by a Eu-
ropean scholar to examine the history of the Crusades 
through Muslim eyes. This groundbreaking 648-page 
book focuses exclusively on Arabic and Persian sources 
to provide a more nuanced view than the previous Euro-
centric perspective of the Crusades. It contains a wealth 
of information and is copiously illustrated and supported 
by a vast selection of references. 

Professor Hillenbrand’s outstanding contributions have 
been recognized by numerous honors, including Fellow-
ships of the Royal Society of Edinburgh, the Royal His-
torical Society, the Royal Asiatic Society and the British 
Academy.

She is currently the Professor of Islamic History at the 
University of Edinburgh,

Professor Carole Hillenbrand
King Faisal Prize 
Islamic Studies 

2005 
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(Muslims’ Contribution to Pure or Applied Sciences)

France

Roshdi Rashed, born in Cairo in 1936. After completing 
Philosophy Diploma in Cairo University, he continued 
his study in Paris and obtained Diploma in Mathemat-
ics, then a Doctorate d’Etat in History and Philosophy of 
Sciences from Paris University. His contributions to the 
history, applications and development of sciences and 
mathematics at the hands of ancient Muslim scholars ap-
peared in more than 40 books and 120 scholarly articles. 
He has also initiated and supervised two Encyclopedias 
of the history of sciences in Islam. 
Rashed conducted ground-breaking studies on the prob-
ability theory and its applications to social sciences. He 
has also studied the role of mathematics in the experi-
mental optics of Ibn al-Haytham and his successors and 
discovered the manuscripts of Al-Alaa Ibn Sahl which 
embodied the theory of lenses and dioptric long before 
European scientists of the 16th century. These findings 
led him to new insights into the contributions of Ibn 
al-Haytham and Kamãl al-Din al-Färisi to dioptrics and 
the Rainbow theory. 

These endeavors along with his discovery of four Arabic 
translations of Diophantus’ Arithmetica - lost in Greek 
- stimulated his research into the history of Diophan-
tine analysis. He studied Diophantus’s underlying algo-
rithms, and was able, using tools of modern algebraic 
geometry, to determine the latent methods of Diophan-
tus, and thereby shed new light into the works of later 
mathematicians like al-Khujandi and al-Khäzin    - who 
invented the integer Diophantine analysis; and subse-
quently Bachet, Fermat, Euler and Lagrange. 
Rashed also studied an unknown text of Lagrange on Di-
ophantus and discovered many other texts that enabled 
him to reconstruct the history of the theory of numbers. 
He showed for instance that the first studies on elemen-
tary arithmetical functions were accomplished before 
1320 A.D. and that attempts to prove Euler theorem on 
perfect numbers were due to Ibn al-Haytham. 
He is currently an Honorary Distinguished Class Direc-
tor of Research at the French National Center for Scien-
tific Research (CNRS).

Professor Roshdi Hifni Rashed
King Faisal Prize 
Islamic Studies 

2007 
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(Studies by Muslim Scholars on the Concept  Of “IMRAN” (Civilization Cycles)

Morocco

Abdesselam Cheddadi was born on January 25, 1944 
in Fez, Morocco. He was educated in France, earn-
ing a doctorate degree in arts and humanities from the 
University of Paris. From 1980 to 1998, he served as a 
professor in the Department of History at the Faculty of 
Education, Mohammad V University, and held the chair 
of professor at the University Research Institute in that 
Department from 1998 to the present. He is a former As-
sociate Head of post-graduate studies at the Ecole des 
Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales, 1985, and associate 
professor of philosophy, 1986, at the University of Par-
is. He has also been Fulbright fellow at Yale University, 
2002. He is the President of the Moroccan Cultural Insti-
tution and member of the Moroccan Society for History 
Research, the International Society for History, Sciences 
and Philosophy and the Arab World Research Group at 
the School of Higher Studies in Social Sciences.
A specialist in Ibn Khaldun, Cheddadi has published nu-
merous books, research articles, translations and editions 
dealing with the thought, philosophy and biography of 

this legendary Muslim thinker (1332-1406). Among Ibn 
Khaldun’s books translated by Cheddadi from Arabic 
to French are: Le Voyage d’Occident et de’Orient [The 
Journey to West and East], Sindbad, Paris (1980). 
Professor Cheddadi has also authored several other books 
and articles in French, English and Arabic, highlighting 
Ibn Khaldun’s social, political, anthropological and his-
torical conceptions and comparing his ideas with modern 
theories. His books include: Ibn Khadun Revisite [Ibn 
Khaldun Revisited], Toubkal, Casablanca (1999); and 
Actualite d’Ibn Khaldun, Témara House of Arts, Scienc-
es and Literature (2006). In addition to his writings on 
Ibn Khaldun’s works, Cheddadi has also written on other 
diverse issues pertaining to Islamic historiography and 
the cultural and political history of the Maghreb. This is 
exemplified by his books: Les Arabes et l’appropriation 
De L’historie: Emergenc et premiers dévelopements de 
l’historiographie muslmane jusqu’au Il-VIIIe siècle [The 
Arabs and Appropriation of History: Emergence of Ma-
jor Developments in Islamic Historiography]. 

Professor Abdessalam M. Cheddadi
King Faisal Prize 
Islamic Studies 

2009 
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(Socioeconomic Aspects in the Islamic World through 16th – 19th Century A.D.)

Jordan

Muhammad Adnan Bakhit Al-Sheyyab was born in 1941 
in Mahis, Jordan. He obtained a Diploma in Education and 
a BA in History in 1963, and an MA in Islamic History in 
1965 from the American University in Beirut (AUB), and 
a Ph.D. in Islamic History from the School of Oriental and 
African Studies at London University in 1965. Between 
1963-1966, he was a research assistant at AUB.  In 1966, he 
joined the Jordanian University Faculty of Arts, becoming 
full professor of history since 1983. During his tenure at the 
Jordanian University, Professor Bakhit has also held sev-
eral academic and administrative positions. He was Dean 
for Scientific Research from 1984 to 1989, Chairman of the 
Translation Committee from 1984 to 1989, Acting Direc-
tor of the Center for Strategic Studies from 1985 to 1989), 
Vice-Rector for Planning and Community Service from 
1989 to 1990, Vice-Rector for Faculties of Humanities from 
1990 to 1991 and Rector of Mo’ta University from 1991 to 
1993. Between 1993 and 2001, he founded the Al-Albayt 
University and served as its Rector. He also founded and 
Chaired the Documents and Manuscripts Center and the Bi-

lad Al-Sham Conference at the Jordanian University. 
Professor Al-Sheyyab is a member of many national and 
international committees and humanitarian institutions 
and was chief editor of Al-Nadwa, published by the For-
eign Affairs Society; Direst, published by the Jordanian 
University and The Jordanian Journal of History and Ar-
chaeology. He was also the Chairman of the UNESCO’s 
Committee which produced volume 4 of “History of Hu-
manity (from 7th to 14th Century A.D.)”. 
Professor Bakhit Al-Sheyyab’s profundity and depth of 
knowledge are reflected in his publications and contribu-
tions to numerous national and international conferences. 
Of particular importance is his 3-volumed book: “Stud-
ies into the History of Bilad ash-Sham (today’s Palestine, 
Jordan, Syria and Lebanon)” which deals with profoundly 
important aspects of the economic and social history of 
those countries. Professor al-Sheyyab’s studies, which 
provide new and influential information, derive from dif-
ferent sources including documents of Ottoman archives 
and records of Sharia courts and churches.

Professor Muhammad Adnan Bakhit Al-Sheyyab
King Faisal Prize 
Islamic Studies 

2011 

Co-Laureate
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Turkey

Halil Ibrahim Inalcek was born in 1916 in Istanbul to a 
Crimean Turkish family, which emigrated to Istanbul in 
1905. He studied at Balıkesir Teacher Training School 
and graduated from the Department of History in the 
Faculty of Letters in Ankara University in 1940. He 
completed his PhD in Ankara University in 1943 on the 
Bulgarian question in the late Ottoman Empire. He was 
appointed an Assistant at the Department of History at 
Ankara University, became Assistant Professor in 1946 
and full professor in 1952. He taught at both the Faculty 
of Letters and the Faculty of Political Science at Ankara 
University. Between 1972 and 1993 Professor Inalcek 
taught Ottoman history at the University of Chicago. In 
1994, he returned to Turkey and founded the History De-
partment and the Halil Inalcek Center for Ottoman Stud-
ies at Bilkent University where he is still teaching. He 
also served as a Visiting Professor of Ottoman History at 
Columbia University from 1953 to 1954, Princeton Uni-
versity from 1967 to 1992 and Pennsylvania University 
in the USA. In 1993, he donated his valuable collection 

on Ottoman History and related topics to Bilkent Uni-
versity Library where it is now housed in a special room 
in the Library.

 Professor Halil Inalcek is an internationally acclaimed 
authority in Ottoman History. His deep knowledge is 
reflected in his numerous papers and books, including 
his book “An Economic and Social History of the Ot-
toman Empire” which constitutes the pinnacle of his re-
search over six decades and establishes his new school 
of thought, independently of the centrist European ap-
proach to studying Ottoman history. His inferences, 
based on reliable original and richly documented sourc-
es, have influenced many scholars of social and econom-
ic aspects of Ottoman history. 

Professor Inalcek’s outstanding contributions have been 
recognized by numerous awards and honors, including 
the Medal of Distinguished Service from the Turkish 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Medal of Distin-
guished Service from the Romanian Embassy in Ankara. 

Professor Halil Ibrahim Inalcik

(Socioeconomic Aspects in the Islamic World through 16th – 19th Century A.D.)

King Faisal Prize 
Islamic Studies 
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(Human Rights in Islam)

Adnan bin Muhammad Al-Wazzan was born in Makkah 
Al-Mukarramah, Saudi Arabia, in 1951. He received his 
BA in English Language and Arts from King Abd Al-
Aziz University in 1974, and PhD in Comparative Lit-
erature (English, Arabic and French) from Edinburgh 
University in Britain in 1981. He pursued post-doctoral 
research in Edinburgh in 1991. Professor Al-Wazzan’s 
academic pursuit extended nearly three decades during 
which he rose through academic ranks to full professor-
ship of Comparative English Literature in the Depart-
ment of English at Umm al-Qura University in Makkah. 
During this period, he was also entrusted with several 
academic and administrative responsibilities. He served 
as Under-Secretary of the Ministry of Religious Affairs, 
Endowments, Guidance and Da’wa and Advisor to the 
Minister and Member of the Council of Saudi Arabian 
General Commission for Tourism and Monuments. Be-
tween 2006-2008, he was appointed to the Saudi Arabian 
Consultative Council and between 2007 and 2009 he was 

appointed Rector of Umm al-Qura University. He was 
also appointed as a part-time council member of the Sau-
di Arabia’s Human Rights Commission. 

Professor Al-Wazzan published many series of studies 
related to human rights in Islam. One of his major contri-
butions in the latter field is his highly authoritative Arabic 
Encyclopedia of human rights in Islam and its attributes 
in Saudi Arabia. This scholarly and thoroughly research, 
8-volumed text is based on extensive resources from 
Islamic jurisprudence and contemporary human rights 
studies and reflects Al-Wazzan’s experience and profun-
dity in the field of human rights in Islam and his ability to 
present his work in a comprehensive and well-document-
ed manner. The book discusses issues like: labor rights, 
rights of Muslims and Non-Muslims in the Islamic soci-
ety, children’s and women’s rights. It also highlights the 
pioneering role of Islam in establishing and advocating 
human rights and its ability to overcome some of the de-
ficiencies in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

H.E. Professor Adnaan Mohammed Alwazzan
Saudi ArabiaKing Faisal Prize 

Islamic Studies 

2012 
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(Cultural Heritage of Makkah Al-Mukarrama)

Saudi Arabia

Abdul Wahab Bin Ibrahim Abou Sulaiman was born in 
Makkah Al-Mukarramah in 1937. He received his ba-
sic education in Makkah, where he completed primary 
school education in Orphans’ home in 1949, then joined 
the Saudi Religious Institute graduating in 1952. He con-
tinued his studies at the College of Sharia, from which 
he graduated in 1957. He studied for seven years under 
the tutelage of the revered Shaikh Hassan Mohammed 
Al-Mashshat who taught him the fundamentals of Ma-
liki jurisprudence, Hadith and Arabic language rhetoric. 
In 1962, he obtained the Teachers’ Diploma of Educa-
tion from the American University in Beirut. Thereaf-
ter, he went on a scholarship to the United Kingdom to 
study at London University from which he obtained his 
Ph.D. in 1970. He also obtained a Diploma in British 
Law and Legal Studies from London City College. 
After obtaining his Ph.D. from London University, he 
was appointed Assistant Professor at the College of Sha-
ria and Islamic Studies in 1970, and was promoted to the 

rank of Associate Professor in the Department of Sharia 
Studies in 1978. He was appointed Dean of the College of 
Sharia and Islamic Studies between 1971-1972 and was 
awarded the University’s Medal of Appreciation (First 
Class) in recognition of his services during his deanship. 
In 1983, he became full professor of Islamic Jurispru-
dence and Fundamentals of Religion at the College of 
Sharia, Umm Al Qura University in Makkah Al-Mukar-
ramah, where he served until his retirement in 1993. The 
following year, he was appointed Member of the Saudi 
Commission of Senior Religious Scholars.
Professor Abou Sulaiman’s studies into the cultural 
heritage of the Holy City of Makkah stand out as a dis-
tinguished effort to monitor and document cultural ex-
changes between people in the Holy Haram and its en-
virons. This is exemplified by his book Bab As-Salam 
which portrays these interactions during important his-
torical periods. His studies are distinguished by their 
objectivity, depth and richness of resources.

H.E. Professor Abdulwahab Ibrahim Abou Sulaiman
King Faisal Prize 
Islamic Studies 

2014 
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(Cultural Heritage of Al-Madinah Al-Munawwarah)

Abdulaziz Bin Abdulrahman Kaki was born in Al-Ma-
dinah Al-Muawwarah, Saudi Arabia, in 1956 where he 
completed his general education before moving to King 
Saud University in Riyadh to study architecture. He ob-
tained his bachelor’s degree in architecture from the Col-
lege of Engineering at King Saud University, Riyadh, 
in 1982. He then obtained a master’s degree from the 
Department of Architecture and Planning in the College 
of Engineering at Al-Azhar University, Cairo, in 1991, 
and a Ph.D. in urban planning from Edinburgh College 
of Arts (Department of Urban Planning) at Heriot-Watt 
University, Edinburgh, the United Kingdom, in 2002. 
Dr. Kaki started his career in the College of Engineering 
at King Saud University before taking up several admin-
istrative and leading positions in the field of architectural 
planning and development in Al-Madinah Al-Muawwar-
ah Municipality. He serves as a Consultant to Al-Madinah 
Al-Muawwarah Development Commission.
Many of Dr. Kaki’s numerous and distinguished con-

tributions have focused on researching, illustrating 
and documenting the cultural heritage of Al-Madinah 
Al-Munwwarah. His work has been embodied in more 
than 30 books in Arabic and English and numerous arti-
cles and research papers. This is best exemplified by his 
multi-volume Arabic text on the architectural and his-
toric landmarks of Al-Madinah Al-Munawwarah, partic-
ularly volume 7 which deals with the foundations and 
characteristics of the ancient architectural fabric of the 
city. In his research, Dr. Kaki combines cultural dimen-
sions with field work and supports his studies with var-
ious illustrations such as old and modern images, maps 
and other illustrations, making it a major reference in 
the field. Dr. Kaki has also established the Al-Madinah 
Al-Munawwarah Home, Library and Museum of Archi-
tectural and Cultural Heritage, where hundreds of schol-
ars and students learn about the humanitarian and artistic 
values of the city’s heritage. He has also participated in 
numerous architectural and planning projects in Al-Ma-
dinah Al-Munawwarah Municipality and elsewhere. 

Dr. Abdulaziz Bin Abdulrahman Kaki
Saudi ArabiaKing Faisal Prize 

Islamic Studies 

2015 
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(Muslim Geography Heritage)

Kuwait

Abdullah Al-Ghunaim, President of the Kuwaiti Studies 
and Research Center, was born in Kuwait city in 1947. 
He completed his high school education in his country 
then joined Cairo University in Egypt where he earned 
Licentiate in Arts (Geography) in 1969, Master’s degree 
in 1973 and Ph.D. in 1976. As a faculty of Kuwait Uni-
versity, he progressed quickly from Assistant Professor 
to full Professor of Geography at the College of Arts, 
chaired the Geography Department and became Dean of 
the College of Arts. He was also appointed Minister of 
Education twice. Thereafter, he was appointed Emeritus 
Professor of Geography in Kuwait University.
Professor Al-Ghunaim also served as Director of the 
Arabic Manuscripts Institute of the Arab Organization 
for Education, Science and Culture, Consultant to the 
National Council for Culture, Art and Literature, 
He is the Founder and Head of the Research and Trans-
lation Unit of the Geography Department in Kuwait 
University and the Research and Studies Center of the 

Kuwaiti Council of Ministers. He is also Chief Editor 
of the “Gulf and Arabian Peninsula Studies” journal and 
member of the Board of Directors of the “Journal of Hu-
manities,” Editorial Board of “Annals of the College of 
Arts,” Kuwait University, and “Journal of Arabic Sci-
ences and Humanities,” Qassim University, Saudi Ara-
bia. 
In addition to his numerous research publications, Pro-
fessor Al-Ghunaim visited and carried out field studies 
in geographical and historic sites in many countries. He 
also participated in developing sociology curricula in 
Gulf countries and in serving the community through 
his chairmanship of the Board of Directors of the En-
dowment Fund for Scientific and Social Development.
Professor Al-Ghunaim is acclaimed for his distinguished 
venture to revive ancient Arabic terms on shapes of the 
earth’s surface and adapt them to contemporary geogra-
phy. This is best exemplified by his Arabic texts: “The 
Pearls” and “Arabic Geographic Heritage”.

H.E. Professor Abdullah Bin Yousif Al-Ghunaim
King Faisal Prize 
Islamic Studies 

2016 
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(Muslim Political Thought up to The 15th Century G)

Lebanon

Radwan El-Sayed was born in Tarshish, Mount Lebanon, 
in 1949. He received his Alimiyya Certificate (equivalent 
to Bachelor) from the College of Usul Ed-Din in Al-Azhar 
University in 1970 and State Doctorate in Philosophy from 
the Department of Religious Studies at TÜbingen Univer-
sity in Germany in 1977. He joined the academic staff of 
the Lebanese University for the next forty years, advanc-
ing from lecturer to Assistant Professor and becoming full 
Professor in the Department of Philosophy since 1989. He 
served as Visiting Professor in the Department of Islamic 
Studies at Sanaa University in Yemen from 1989 to 1991, 
the Center for Middle Eastern Studies and the College 
of Law at Harvard University from 1993 to 1994; 1997; 
2002), the Center for Middle Eastern Studies at the Univer-
sity of Chicago from 1994 to 1995 in the USA, the College 
of Theology at Salzburg University in Austria in 1994 and 
the Institute of Islamic World Studies at Shaikh Zayed Uni-
versity in the United Arab Emirates from 2012 to 2014. 
Professor Radwan El-Sayed verified nine books per-
taining to Islamic heritage and authored twelve oth-

er books, of which he translated five. He also taught 
the origins of Islamic jurisprudence, Islamic theology, 
Qur’anic studies, Islamic history and sociology, Islam-
ic philosophy, interpreters’ methods, modern Islamic 
thought and orientalists input. 
Apart from serving as Professor of Islamic studies at 
the Lebanese University, El-Sayed held several other 
tasks during his career. He was Director of the High In-
stitute for Islamic Studies from 1985 to 1988; and from 
1994 to 2000. He also served as Chief Editor of “Arab 
Thought” magazine from 1979 to 1985 and Co-editor 
of “Al-Ijtihad” journal from 1988 to 2004. 
He is a member of the Advisory Committee of the Arabic 
Thought Foundation, a Founding Member of the Dean-
ship of Shari’a College in Beirut, an Active Member of 
the Royal Jordanian Al-Albait Academy, and of the Board 
of Directors of Al-Magasid Islamic Society in Lebanon.
He is currently a professor emeritus at the Lebanese 
University.

Professor Ridwan El-Sayyid
King Faisal Prize 
Islamic Studies 

2017 
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(Critical Editions of Islamic Historical and Biographical Texts)

Jordan

Bashar Awad Marouf was born in 1940 in Alazamiyah, 
northern Bagdad. He graduated from primary and secondary 
schools in 1960. He enrolled in the Department of History 
at the College of Arts at Baghdad University from which he 
graduated in 1964. In that same year, he enrolled in the Mas-
ter’s Program of History and Archeology at Baghdad Uni-
versity. Professor Marouf was appointed in 1967 as teacher 
at the College of Shari’a Studies at Baghdad University. He 
later earned his PhD from the College of Arts at the same uni-
versity in 1976. His doctoral thesis was titled “Ad-Dahabi’s 
Approach in ‘History of Islam’”.
Professor Marouf worked at Baghdad University and ad-
vanced through academic work, eventually earning profes-
sorship in 1981. He has been keenly interested in studying 
and minutely scrutinizing the Prophet’s Hadiths. He has been 
particularly devoted to studying biographies, narrators, and 
the ‘hidden defects’ of some Hadiths. He taught as Professor 
of Hadith in several universities. 
Many of Marouf’s studies have been published in Baghdad, 
Cairo, Damascus, Beirut, Amman, Tunis, and London. No-

table among his publications are “The Impact of Hadith on 
the Emergence of Muslim History”, “Al-Mundhiri’s and His 
‘Al-Takmila’”, “Baghdad’s Biographical Histories”, “Ad-Da-
habi’s Approach in ‘History of Islam’”, “A Journey through 
Thought and Heritage”, “The History of Islam and the Con-
cept of the Arab Leadership of the Islamic Ummah [commu-
nity]”, “Explanation of the Ruling on Chanting the Quran”, 
“A Selection of the Prophet’s Hadiths”, “The whole Musnad 
[collection of Hadith]” (22 volumes), “Classified and Verified 
Musnad” (41 volumes). 
Among the many books Professor Marouf verified are 
“Al-Wafayāt” by Abu Masoud Al-Hajji, “Ahlu Al-Mi’a and 
Upwards” by Al-Hafiz Ad-Dahabi, “Postscript to the Histo-
ry of Baghdad, City of Peace”, by Ibn Al-Dabaythi (5 vol-
umes), “ The Grand Mosque” by Imam Abu Issa Al-Tirmidhi 
in six volumes, “Sunan Ibn Majah” by Imam Muhammad ibn 
Yazid Al-Qazwini in six volumes, “The History of the City of 
Peace” by Hafiz Abu Bakr Al-Khatib Al-Baghdadi in seven-
teen volumes, “The History of Islam and the Deaths of Celeb-
rities and the Famous” by Al-Hafiz Shams Addeen Ad-Sahabi 
in seventeen volumes, and many other publications. 

Professor Bashar Awad
King Faisal Prize 
Islamic Studies 

2018 
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