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In the name of Allah and praise be unto Him
Peace and blessings be upon His Messenger
May Allah have mercy on King Faisal
He bequeathed a rich humane legacy
A great global endeavor 
An everlasting development enterprise 
An enlightened guidance
He believed that the Ummah advances with knowledge 
And blossoms by celebrating scholars
By appreciating the efforts of achievers
In the fields of science and humanities
After his passing -May Allah have mercy on his soul- 
His sons sensed the grand mission
They took it upon themselves to embrace the task

A Fleeting 
Glimpse
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They established the King Faisal Foundation
To serve science and humanity
Prince Abdullah Al-Faisal announced
The idea of King Faisal Prize
They believed in the idea
Blessed the move
Work started off, serving Islam and Arabic
Followed by science and medicine to serve humanity
Decades of effort and achievement
Getting close to miracles
With devotion and dedicated 
The Prize has been awarded
To hundreds of scholars 
From different parts of the world
The Prize has highlighted their works
Recognized their achievements
Never looking at race or color
Nationality or religion
This year, here we are
Celebrating the Prize›s fortieth anniversary
The year of maturity and fulfillment 
Of an enterprise that has lived on for years
Serving humanity, Islam, and Muslims
May Allah have mercy on the soul of the leader Al-Faisal 
The peerless eternal inspirer 
May Allah save Salman the eminent leader
Preserve home of Islam, beacon of guidance. 

KFP, Board Chairman 

Khalid Al-Faisal
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King Faisal Foundation was established in 1976 as yet another embodiment of the magnanimity for 
which King Faisal was widely known. The Foundation indeed fulfils the visions which he believed 
in and nourished, the same visions which he consistently highlighted in his directives and statements. 
King Faisal -May Allah rest his soul in peace- believed in the critical importance of knowledge for the 
progress and advancement of nations. He knew that attentiveness and appreciation of scholars are fun-
damental pillars that empower nations to embrace wider scientific horizons that would serve humanity. 
Within that perspective, King Faisal Foundation created the King Faisal Prize as one of its initial and 
most outstanding scholarly projects.
The Prize was established back in 1977 and started out with three categories, namely “Service to Islam”, 
“Islamic Studies” and “Arabic Language and Literature”. The first prizes were awarded in 1979. Shortly 
afterwards, a Prize in “Medicine” was incepted and first awarded in 1982, followed by a Prize in “Sci-
ence”, which was awarded in 1984.
The Prize for “Service to Islam” is an honorary award granted to those who operate in the Islamic field, 
be they individuals or institutions. Awardees are contributors to noble endeavors slated to project the 
image of Islam as a religion of tolerance, or those that have deployed efforts to promote and provide care 
to Muslims. The scholarly field bearing on the life of Muslims is another domain where the “Service to 
Islam Prize” is allotted.
The “Islamic Studies” Prize, for its part, has an immensely broad thematic dimension. It subsumes all 
humanistic studies related to Islam and Muslims except for those related to the Arabic language and 
literature, which has its own prize. The fields covered by the “Islamic Studies Prize” include all legal, 
educational, social and other relevant studies. Each year, a particular topic is selected and announced.
As for the Prize for “Arabic Language and Literature”, it came into being in recognition of the Holy 
Quran language, Arabic literature, and other related scholarly studies. Each year, a specific theme for 
this category is identified for competition.
The Prize in “Medicine” and the Prize in “Science” have conferred on King Faisal Prize a global di-
mension. Over the decades, these awards have played a major role in publicizing the world’s scientific 
and medical achievements as well as demonstrating a sense of recognition for the tremendous efforts 
deployed by scientists for the greater good of humanity.
Now that, four decades have passed since the inception of King Faisal Prize, the Prize Committee 
chaired by His Royal Highness Prince Khalid Al-Faisal was pondering over the Prize’s evolution and in-
corporating other activities relevant to the Prize’s main objectives. As a result, the Prize’s role has grown 
to include organizing lectures and seminars in both Saudi Arabia and a number of international scientific 

Introduction
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centers with awardees participation. Additionally, a select number of winning works are translated into 
different languages to make them widely accessible to readers across the world.
Setting out from a keen interest in scientists and scholars by spotlighting their efforts and contributions, 
the Prize took the initiative in collaboration with the Paris-based “Arab World Institute” [i.e. Institut du 
Monde Arabe] to publish a scholarly encyclopedia entitled “One hundred Books and One” in a bid to 
introduce one hundred scholars and researchers who have contributed to the mutual introduction of the 
Arab and French cultures.
Out of the reality that the Prize is indeed global as confirmed by the endeavors of many prestigious in-
ternational institutions, and on this occasion of its 40th anniversary, a decision to designate it simply as 
“King Faisal Prize” has been implemented. 
The 40th anniversary of the Prize offers us as its General Secretariat an occasion to recall the many 
individuals who have contributed to its creation, initiation, development, and upkeep. On top of the list, 
His Royal Highness Prince Abdullah Al-Faisal -May his soul rest in peace- who announced at a press 
conference back in 1977 the establishment of the King Faisal Prize. His approach and guidance were 
embraced by His Royal Highness Prince Khalid Al-Faisal, who sowed the first seed of the Prize and then 
nurtured it by assuming its chairmanship, selecting its officials, following on all the steps leading to its 
establishment and growth into a global prize, and overseeing the celebration of its 40th anniversary in a 
spirit of avid innovation. 
HRH Prince Khalid Al-Faisal designated Professor Ahmad Al-Dhobaib in 1977 to be the first Secre-
tary General of the Prize. Professor Al-Dhobaib developed the Prize’s rules and regulations as well as 
managed the Secretariat with dedication and vision. He oversaw eight editions of the Prize. He left his 
position after succeeding in consolidating its status and securing its recognition by the scientific and 
scholarly community. In 1986, Professor Abdullah Al-Othaimeen - May Allah have mercy on his soul - 
took over the reins of the General Secretariat. He carried on the efforts of his predecessor and managed, 
thanks to his devotion, to boost the visibility of the Prize across the Arab and Muslim worlds and beyond 
for 30 years. In mid-2015, HRH Prince Khalid Al-Faisal assigned the author of this introduction to head 
the Prize’s Secretariat. 
As we celebrate the 40th anniversary of the Prize, we need to point out that it has been won by two hun-
dred and fifty-eight laureates, both male and female, from forty three countries, out of whom eighteen 
won the Nobel Prize later on, and dozens more won prestigious awards in their fields of competence.
This book contains information about the laureates of the “Service to Islam” Prize over the years, whom 
number has reached forty six, both individuals and institutions, from twenty one countries.
Last but not least, we heartily and gratefully pray to Almighty Allah for His assistance and for granting 
us success. We do appreciate the gracious Royal patronage of the Prize throughout its evolution. We 
also highly value the standing of the Prize among their Royal Highnesses the members of the Board of 
Trustees of King Faisal Foundation. We extend our deep gratitude to His Royal Highness Prince Khalid 
Al-Faisal, the Chairman of the Prize Board, for his unstinting follow-up, together with all their Royal 
Highnesses and Excellencies the members of the Prize Board. A genuine note of gratitude goes to His 
Royal Highness Prince Bandar bin Saud bin Khalid, the Secretary General of King Faisal Foundation, 
who has constantly given utmost support to the prize.
I should equally pay tribute to all those who collaborate with the Prize from universities, scientific and 
scholarly institutions and centers, as well as the hundreds of scientists and scholars who have participat-
ed in the Prize’s various committees and have contributed to securing the requisite accuracy of referee-
ing by selecting the best and most deserving among nominees to win the Prize.
I avail this occasion to commend the efforts exerted by all of my colleagues, including those who have 
left after decades of work, and others who, like their predecessors, continue to work with efficiency, 
dedication, and devotion. 
I pray that Allah grant us everlasting assistance and success.

Secretary General

Abdulaziz Alsebail  
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1979 Shaikh Abul Ala’a Al-Mowdoodi 10
1980 Shaikh Abul-Hasan Ali Al-Hasani Al-Nadawi 12
1980 Dr. Mohammad Natsir 14
1981 His Majesty King Khalid bin Abd Al-Aziz 16
1982 Shaikh Abdulaziz A. Bin Baz 18
1983 Shaikh Hasanein Mohammad Makhlouf 20
1983 Hrh Prince Tunku Abd Al-Rahman 22
1984 King Fahd bin Abdulaziz 24
1985 Mr. Abd Rab Al-Rasoul Saiaf 26
1986 Mr. Ahmed H. Deedat 28
1986 Dr. Roger Garaudy 30
1987 Shaikh Abu Bakr Mahmoud Gumi 32
1988 Dr. Ahmed Domocao Alonto 34
1989 Shaikh Mohammad Al-Ghazali Al-Saqqa 36
1990 Shaikh Ali At-Tantawi 38
1990 Dr. Khurshid Ahmad 40
1991 Dr. Abdullah Umar Nasif 42
1992 HE Dr. Hamed Al-Ghabid 44
1993 HE President Alija Izetbegoviç 46
1994 Shaikh Mohammad bin Saleh Al-Uthaimin 48
1995 Shaikh Gad Al-Haq Ali Gad Al-Haq 50
1996 Dr. Abdulrahman Humood Al-Sumait 52
1997 The Hon. Sri Dato Dr. Mahathir bin Mohammad 54
1998 HE President Abdou Diouf 56

1979 - 2018  

LAUREATES OF KING FAISAL PRIZE 
SERVICE TO ISLAM



11

1999 Mr. Jum’ah Al-Majid Abdullah 58
2000 Al-Azhar Al-Sharif 60

2001 The Saudi Arabian High Commission for Donations to Bos-
nia-Herzegovina 62

2002 His Highness Shaikh Dr. Sultan ibn Muhammad Al-Qasmi 64
2003 Sultan bin Abdulaziz Al-Saud Foundation 66
2004 H.E. Field Marshal Abdurahman Muhammad Siwar Addhahab 68
2005 H.E. Ahmed Mohamed Ali 70
2005 Hariri Foundation 72
2006 H.E. Shaikh Salih bin Abdulrahman Al-Husayyin 74
2006 Shaikh Yusuf bin Jasim bin Muhammad Al-Hidji 76
2007 H.E. President Mintimer S. Shaimiev 78
2008 Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques King Abd Allah bin Abdulaziz 80

2009
Principal Shari’a Society for Cooperation Between Quran and 
Sunnah Scholars 82

2010 H.E. Recep Tayyip Erdogan 84
2011 H.E. Abdullah Ahmad Badawi 86
2012 Shaikh Sulaiman Abdulaziz Al-Rajhi 88
2013 Shaikh Rai’d Salah Mahagna 90
2014 Shaikh Dr. Ahmed Lemu 92
2015 Dr. Zakir A. Naik 94
2016 H.E. Shaikh Dr. Saleh Abdullah bin Himeid 96
2017 The Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques King Salman bin Abdulaziz 98
2018 Professor Irwandi Jaswir 100
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Pakistan

Abul Ala’a Al-Mowdoodi was born in Hyderabad, In-
dia, in 1903. He received home education before mov-
ing to formal education. However, his undergraduate 
studies in Darul Uloom, Hyderabad, were disrupted by 
the death of his father, and he turned on to journalism 
for a living, while continuing his self-education. At the 
age of 17, he wrote his magnus opus, Tarjuman al-Qu-
ran, a coveted series providing brief but powerful com-
mentary of the Holy Qur’an in Urdu language. This was 
followed by a series of copious publications, includ-
ing Mabadi’ al-Islam (Principles of Islam), which was 
translated to 27 languages, and Tafhim al-Quran (The 
Meaning of the Qur’an) in which he tried to simplify 
the meanings of the Qur’an in order to bring it closer 
to the understanding of ordinary people. Of particular 
importance is his book Islamic Law and Constitution 
which embodied his views on the doctrine and philoso-
phy of Islam and the divinity of Islamic laws.  

He was also the founder of Jamaat-e-Islami in India as 
a religious political movement to promote Islamic val-
ues and principles. It is currently the oldest religious 
party in Pakistan. His political struggle led to his im-
prisonment several times. In 1953, he was sentenced 
to death, but overwhelming public pressure forced the 
government to commute his sentence to life imprison-
ment and eventually to release him.      

Al-Mowdoodi is regarded as an influential Islamic 
philosopher; whose life and thought have been re-
searched by Muslim and non-Muslim scholars world-
wide. His vast knowledge and prolific writings have 
inspired many Muslims to adhere to the spirit and val-
ues of Islam. 

Shaikh Abul Ala’a passed away in September 1979.

King Faisal Prize 
Service to Islam 

   1979

Shaikh Abul Ala’a Al-Mowdoodi 





14

India

Abul-Hasan Ali Al-Hasani Al-Nadawi of India was 
born in Orank Abad in 1923. He studied Hadith  and 
Tafseer  in addition to the Arabic, Persian and English 
languages and Arabic literature. He founded the Indian 
Islamic Academy and dedicated his life to the teaching 
and propagation of Islam in India and other countries. 
He was a member of the Arabic language academies 
of Syria, and Jordan, the Advisory Council of the Is-
lamic University of al-Madinat al-Munawwarah, Saudi 
Arabia, the Association of Islamic Universities and the 
Jordanian Al-al-Bait Foundation for Research in Islam-
ic Civilization. He was also a founding member of the 
Islamic World League and a founding chairman of the 
Oxford Centre for Islamic Studies in the U.K. He served 
as a professor of Hadith, Tafseer, Arabic Literature and 
Logic in Darul Uloom College in Aligarth, and traveled 
extensively throughout the Islamic World to promulgate 
the teachings of Islam. He was an invited speaker to 
many universities in India and the Arab world.   

In addition to numerous articles and essays, Al-Nad-
awi authored more than 50 books on Islam or Islamic 
topics in Urdu, 16 books in Arabic, Persian and En-
glish. Among his most famous books are Islam and the 
World, Muslims in India, Saviors of the Islamic Spirit 
and Biography of Sayyid Uthman Ahmad Al-Shahid. 
He also wrote many books for Muslim children in In-
dia, explaining Islam and emphasizing its values. 

Al-Nadawi was awarded the ISESCO medal of the 
First Order, the Sultan Haji Hassan Bolkiah Interna-
tional Prize in Islamic Scholarship 1999, the Muslim 
Personality of the Year Award from Dubai 1999, the 
Imam Dahlawi Prize from India and an honorary doc-
torate of Letters from Kashmir University.  

Abul-Hasan Al-Nadawi passed away in December, 
1999. 

Shaikh Abul-Hasan Ali Al-Hasani Al-Nadawi
King Faisal Prize 
Service to Islam 

   1980

Co-Laureate
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Indonesia

Mohammad Natsir was born in Alahan Banjang in 
Western Sumatra in 1908 and educated in Pandong. He 
received his first degree from the College of Education 
in Bandung and subsequently an honorary doctorate 
from the Islamic University in Jakarta. He worked as 
a teacher, educator, and administrator during the years 
of Dutch occupation. In 1945, he joined anti-colonial 
efforts. He became a member of the Indonesian par-
liament, founded Masjumi (The Council of Muslim 
Associations of Indonesia) in 1946, and was Minister 
of Information for four years. During his tenure, he 
vehemently opposed proposals to turn Indonesia into a 
confederacy and championed the unity of the republic.

In 1950, Natsir became Indonesia’s Prime Minister 
only to resign a year later following clashes with Indo-
nesia’s Sukarno who was heading towards autocratic 
rule. By the late 1950’s Sukarno had banned Masjumi, 
and in 1961 he imprisoned Dr. Natsir and other leaders 
of the movement. They were released four years later 

by Suharto who deposed Sukarno in a military coup. 
Following their release, Dr. Natsir and other leaders of 
the banned Masjumi, formed the Indonesian Supreme 
Council for the Islamic Daawa (invitation to join Islam) 
in Jakarta, and focused on public education, establish-
ing mosques, assisting students and farmers and pro-
mulgating Islam throughout Indonesia. 

Dr. Natsir was highly respected in international Islamic 
circles for his scholarship, intellect and oratory, as well 
as his role in the resistance against occupation. In 1967, 
he was selected as vice-president of the International 
Islamic Conference held in Pakistan. He was a found-
ing member and a Vice-President of the Islamic World 
League. He had published several articles and books, 
mostly dealing with questions of Islam and modern civ-
ilization, the foundations of Islamic government, Islam 
and World peace, and similar topics. 

Dr. Natsir passed away in February 1993.

Dr. Mohammad Natsir
King Faisal Prize 
Service to Islam 

   1980

Co-Laureate
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Khalid bin Abdulaziz Al-Saud was born in 1914 in Ri-
yadh, Saudi Arabia. He received his education in Ara-
bic and Islam under the tutelage of prominent scholars. 
As a young prince, he participated in his father’s efforts 
to unify the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, serving at one 
time as the Governor of Makkah, then as Minister of 
the Interior. He also led the Saudi delegation for nego-
tiation of border dispute with Yemen that successfully 
led to conclusion of the Taif Agreement between the 
two countries in 1934.  

During the reign of King Faisal, he was named Crown 
Prince and, following Faisal’s assassination in 1975, he 
became Saudi Arabia’s fourth monarch, reigning from 
1975 to 1982. Not long after his accession, he launched 
the second Five Year Plan which set in train much of 
the infrastructural development on which the future 
health and prosperity of the Kingdom was to depend.

King Khalid’s religious upbringing influenced his 

reign. He continued the tradition of his predecessors: 
modernizing his country without compromising its 
commitment to Islam. Under his leadership, the King-
dom developed at an exceptionally fast pace while re-
maining stable, secure and adhering to Islamic values.  

He was a devout Muslim who strove relentlessly to pro-
mote Islam and encourage solidarity and cooperation 
among Muslim countries. He also fostered numerous 
philanthropic projects in Islamic countries and ardently 
supported Muslim minorities worldwide. 

 King Khalid passed away in 1982. 

King Faisal Prize 
Service to Islam 

    1981 Saudi Arabia

His Majesty King 

Khalid Bin Abdulaziz Al-Saud
 King Of Saudi Arabia
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Saudi Arabia

Abdulaziz bin Baz was born in 1911 in Riyadh, Saudi 
Arabia. His father died when he was three and by the 
age of 13, he had to work to help support his family. 
Despite this, he was relentlessly pursuing studies of 
the Qur’an, Hadith, Fiqh (Islamic jurisprudence) and 
Tafsir. By the age of 20, he lost his sight completely 
due to a mysterious eye infection. This did not deter 
him from continuing his education under the tutelage 
of many prominent teachers of Islam and Arabic lan-
guage until he became one of the most learned Islamic 
scholars in the world. 

Shaikh bin Baz served first in the judiciary field and 
taught at the College of Shariah (Islamic Law) in Ri-
yadh. Subsequently, he became Vice-President, Presi-
dent and then Chancellor of the Islamic University in 
Medinah. In 1975, he was named Chairman of the De-
partment of Islamic Research and Guidance. In 1993 
he was appointed Grand Mufti, the highest religious 

authority in Saudi Arabia, as well as Head of the Com-
mission of Senior Islamic Scholars in that country. He 
was also Chairman of the Constituent Council of the 
World Muslim League.

Bin Baz dedicated his life to the spiritual guidance of 
his students and the Muslim community at large. His 
intense knowledge of the Islamic doctrine and shar’ia 
and significant contributions to Islamic research and 
education gained him the respect of Muslims world-
wide. He authored numerous books and articles dealing 
with different aspects of the Islamic religion. 

Shaikh bin Baz passed away in 1999.

Shaikh Abdulaziz Bin Baz
King Faisal Prize 
Service to Islam 

    1982
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Egypt

Hasanein Mohammad Makhlouf was born in Cairo, 
Egypt, in 1890. As a child, he memorized the Holy 
Qur’an and learned basic aspects of Islam from his 
father, who was then a prominent Islamic scholar. He 
joined Al-Azhar Institute at the age of 11, and pursued 
his higher studies at the School of Sharia in Cairo. 

After graduation, Shaikh Makhlouf taught for two 
years in Al-Azhar then joined the Islamic legal system. 
He served as a judge in various parts of Egypt until he 
became Vice-Chairman of the Supreme Sharia Court, 
Director of Religious Seminaries and a member of Al-
Azhar Academy for Islamic Research in Egypt.  He also 
served twice as the Mufti of Egypt and was a Founding 
Member of the World Muslim League, and a member 
of the Council of the Islamic University in al-Medinat 
al-Munawwarah, Saudi Arabia. 

Shaikh Makhlouf was a renowned Muslim scholar. His 
distinguished contributions to Islamic studies, which 

spanned several decades, included the authorship of 
many important and widely circulated texts, including 
Kalimat al-Qur’an, Safwat al-Bayan, Al-Fatawi and 
Kitab al-Muareeth. He traveled broadly in the Islam-
ic world preaching Islamic teachings and values, and 
helping in the establishment of Islamic educational 
and social institutions. He received several national ac-
colades, including the Egyptian State Prize in Social 
Sciences and the National Medal of Arts and Sciences 
(First Order).

Shaikh Makhlouf passed away in 1990.

Sheikh Hasanein Mohammad Makhlouf
King Faisal Prize 
Service to Islam 

    1983

Co-Laureate
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Malaysia

Tunku Abdulrahman was born in 1903 in Alor Setar, 
capital of the State of Keda, in the Federation of Ma-
laya. After his early education in Bangkok, he trav-
eled to study in St. Catherine’s College at Cambridge 
University, U.K., where he received a BA in law and 
history. After returning to Kada, he joined the Civil 
Service, first as a Cadet in the Legal Advisor’s office, 
then as a District Officer in several districts. In 1951, 
he became President of United Malays National Orga-
nization (UMNO). He traveled in all parts of the Fed-
eration to promote unity. In 1955, the UNMO won the 
first general elections in the Federation and Tunku Abd 
Al-Rahman became Chief Minister. In the same year, 
he led a delegation for talks with the British that led to 
the independence of Malaya in 1957, and Abdul Rah-
man became the country’s first Prime Minister. He was 
re-elected for a second term, during which he convened 
talks with the British that led to the unity of the Feder-
ation and the emergence of the new nation of Malaysia.

In 1960, Prince Abdulrahman founded the Birkim Is-

lamic Society, which played an important part in pro-
mulgating Islam in Southeast Asia and in serving Mus-
lim minorities in that area. In particular, it supported 
Cambodian Muslim refugees in Malaysia. He was the 
first Secretary General of the Organization of the Islam-
ic Conference and a founding member of the Islamic 
Development Bank. He was also the sponsor of the Re-
gional Council for Islamic Daawa (Call) for South-East 
Asia and the Pacific in Kuala Lumpur.

Prince Tunku Abdulrahman led the Malaysian liberation 
movement during the British occupation of his country, 
where he is known as the Father of Independence. In 
recognition of his outstanding efforts, he received nu-
merous honors; he was awarded Honorary Doctorate 
degrees from Cambridge University, Aligarth Muslim 
University of India, Seoul National University, Arene-
ta University in the Philippines, and the universities of 
Malaya, Sydney and Saigon.

Prince Tunku passed away in December, 1999. 

Hrh Prince Tunku Abdulrahman
King Faisal Prize 
Service to Islam 

    1983

Co-Laureate





26

Saudi Arabia

Fahd bin Abdulaziz Al-Saud, was born in Riyadh, 
Saudi Arabia, in 1920. He held major political offices 
before becoming Crown Prince in 1975, then King of 
Saudi Arabia in 1982.  

King Fahd’s lifelong commitment to the service of 
Islam transcended the boundaries of Saudi Arabia to 
reach Muslims in virtually all parts of the world, and 
could only be paralleled with his able leadership of the 
world’s most influential Islamic state and his unfalter-
ing efforts to maintain and enhance the stability, pros-
perity and progress of his country.

His reign identified with countless achievements in 
economic, political, social and educational fields. In 
terms of service to Islam, these achievements included 
the most elaborate expansion and refurbishment of the 
two Holy Mosques in seven centuries, with the result of 
greater safety and comfort for the 2-3 million Muslims 
that gather each year in the holy places to perform Hajj. 

They also included the establishment of the monumen-
tal King Fahd Complex for Printing the Holy Qur’an. 
Up to 10 million copies of the Qur’an in Arabic and 
other languages are produced annually and distribut-
ed worldwide. The King also supported personally or 
through his government more than 200 Islamic centers, 
over 1,200 mosques, over 200 colleges and around 
2,000 schools for Muslim children worldwide. The 
King Fahd Academies in major world capitals such as 
London, Bonn, Moscow, and Washington D.C. provide 
Muslim children living in those cities with an educa-
tion of the highest modern standard while tying them 
to their religion, culture, and language. To encourage 
communication between Islamic and other cultures, 
King Fahd also supported the establishment of Chairs 
and Islamic and Arabic studies institutes in some of the 
most prestigious international universities.

King Fahd bin Abdulaziz passed away in 2005.

King Fahd Bin Abdulaziz Al-Saud
 King Of Saudi ArabiaKing Faisal Prize 

Service to Islam 

    1984
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Afghanistan

Abd Rab Al-Rasul Saiaf, a Kharotay Ghilzay Pashtun 
from Baghman, Kabul, Afghanistan, was born in 1944. 
He obtained a BA from the College of Theology in Ka-
bul University, and an MA in Hadith from Al-Azhar 
University in Cairo. He, then, taught Hadith in the Col-
lege of Islamic Studies in Kabul University.

Mr. Saiaf emerged as an important Muslim activist as 
early as 1963 when he founded the first Afghan Islam-
ic movement. While serving as a professor of Hadith 
(Prophet Mohammad’s sayings) at Kabul University, 
he strove to unite Afghan Muslims around the princi-
ples of Islam through his copious lectures, publications 
and preaching activities. He was tortured and jailed 
for six years because of his part in the resistance to the 
1973 communist coup in Afghanistan and narrowly 
escaped execution. Following his discharge in 1980, 
he fled to Peshawar, Pakistan, where he was chosen as 
a non-partisan independent to help unify an alliance 

formed under the name of “The Islamic Union for the 
Liberation of Afghanistan.” Other leaders soon seceded 
the Union, while Saiaf converted it into a party under 
his own leadership. Two years later, he joined with oth-
er factions in a courageous fight against the commu-
nists that resulted in their expulsion from his country. 

An eloquent speaker of Arabic, Saiaf has led delega-
tions in the early 1980’s to Islamic Summits and For-
eign Ministers’ Conferences in Taif, Islamabad and 
Niger, to garner support for his country and his party. 
In 2005, he re-named his party as the Islamic Call Or-
ganization of Afghanistan. 

Mr. Abd Rab Al-Rasoul Saiaf
King Faisal Prize 
Service to Islam 

    1985
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South Africa

Ahmad Husein Deedat was a renowned Muslim schol-
ar of comparative religion, thinker, author and orator. 
Born in Surat, India, in 1918, he joined his father in 
South Africa in 1927. He learned English in a short 
time and was a bright pupil. However, he had to leave 
school at the age of 16 to support his family. He vigor-
ously pursued self-education, including extensive stud-
ies on comparative religion, while working in a furni-
ture shop. He was profoundly influenced by observing 
that, in addition to racial discrimination, the authorities 
used religious ideology to “numb the masses,” and that 
there was a profound misunderstanding of Islam among 
non-Muslims. He was inspired by the concept of hold-
ing inter-religious public debates, which he read about 
in Kairanvi’s book “Truth Revealed.” He delivered his 
first lecture, entitled “Mohammad: Messenger of Is-
lam” in a movie theater in Durban, with only 15 peo-
ple attending. Within a short time, his lectures attracted 
thousands of people who crossed the racial barrier to 

listen to him and ask questions. What distinguished 
Deedat from his contemporaries was his intensive 
knowledge of the Bible and Holy scriptures, coupled 
with his command of English. 

Following this tremendous initial success, The Shaikh 
decided to dedicate his life to the explanation of Islam 
and promotion of its values. His contributions, espe-
cially in the field of comparative religions, extended for 
more than 40 years and included his authorship of nu-
merous books and manuscripts in addition to hundreds 
of audio-taped lectures, televised programs and public 
debates on Islam. Sheikh Deedat almost single-handed-
ly established the As-Salam Center to train propagators 
of Islam and provide them with theological tools to de-
fend it. He also founded and chaired the Islamic Prop-
agation Center International in Durban, South Africa.  

Shaikh Deedat passed away in 2005.     

Mr. Ahmad Husein Deedat
King Faisal Prize 
Service to Islam 

    1986

Co-Laureate
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France

Roger Garaudy is a contemporary Muslim thinker, au-
thor and philosopher. He was born in Marseille, France, 
in 1913. He held a Ph.D. in Philosophy from the Sor-
bonne and a Ph.D. in Science from Moscow University. 

During World War II, Garaudy was taken as a prisoner 
of war in Algiers. Following his release, he was elected 
to the French Parliament. At that time, he was a mem-
ber of the French Communist Party. In the 1970’s he 
tried to reconcile Roman Catholicism with Marxism, 
and was dismissed from the Communist Party. He was 
elected to the French Senate in 1970. 

Dr. Garaudy became interested in religions as ear-
ly as 1945, and was fascinated by the historical 
role of Islam and Islamic civilization. He read 
several translated books on Islam and the interpre-
tation of the Quran, while his Palestinian wife as-
sisted him in reading, and translating, some Arabic 
resources, particularly texts dealing with Muslim 

heritage. However, it was not until 1982 that he 
converted to Islam. 

Garaudy is the founder and President of the Interna-
tional Institute for Debate Between Civilizations and a 
member of the Moroccan Academy and the Jordanian 
Royal Academy for Research on Islamic Civilization. 
He wrote more than 40 books, including Debate Be-
tween Civilizations, A Warning to The Living, How 
Man Became Man, Islam Lives in Our Future, Islam 
and Integrity, Mosque, the Mirror of Islam and Mo-
hammad of Islam. Most of his books have been trans-
lated into at least 10 languages. 

Dr. Garaudy passed away in 2012. 

Dr. Roger Garaudy
King Faisal Prize 
Service to Islam 

    1986

Co-Laureate
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Nigeria

Abu Bakr Mahmoud Gumi was born in 1924 in Gumi 
village in the Sukoto District of Nigeria. He received 
elementary lessons in Quran, Fiqh and Arabic at home, 
then joined regular schools and became a certified 
teacher. He continued his education in the School of Ar-
abic Studies in Kano, specializing in Arabic Language 
and Islamic Studies, then traveled to Bakht Al-Ruda In-
stitute in the Sudan, where he obtained a high diploma 
in Sharia law.

Shaikh Gumi had a long history of struggle against 
colonialism in his country and was closely associated 
with the Nigerian leader Ahmadu Bello. The two men 
formed the Organization for Support of Islam, which 
played a significant role in fighting superstition and 
ignorance and promulgating Islamic teachings among 
Nigerian Muslims.

Following Nigeria’s independence, Shaikh Gumi orga-
nized and headed the Shari’a judiciary system of north-

ern Nigeria for several years and became Nigeria’s 
Grand Mufti in 1976. He participated in major national, 
regional and international Islamic organizations such as 
the World Muslim League, the Islamic Research Acad-
emy in Cairo, the Council of Senior Islamic Scholars 
in Nigeria and the Council of the Islamic University in 
al-Madinat al-Munawwarah, Saudi Arabia.  

He authored several books dealing with different Is-
lamic topics. Furthermore, he translated interpretations 
of the Holy Qur’an as well as several books on Islam 
written in Arabic by Nigerian scholars, into the Hausa 
language. This was one of his most important accom-
plishments since it benefited millions of Muslims in 
Hausa speaking communities in Niger, Ghana, Togo, 
Ivory Coast and Chad, in addition to Nigeria. Gumi 
received international prizes and honorary degrees, as 
well as several national accolades from Nigeria. 

Shaikh Abu Bakr Gumi passed away in 1992.  

Shaikh Abu Bakr Mahmoud Gumi
King Faisal Prize 
Service to Islam 

    1987





36

Philippines

Ahmad Domocao Alonto was born in the rural town of 
Marawi in the Southern Philippines in 1914. He held a 
Fellowship in Arts and a BA and Doctorate degrees in 
Law from the University of the Philippines.

Dr. Alonto was a prominent Islamic figure in the Phil-
ippines and is considered one of the world’s greatest 
Islamic leaders of the 20th Century. He had led the Is-
lamic movement in his country for over 30 years and 
strove to unite Filipino Muslims, improve their living 
conditions, and secure their rights. At the same time, he 
was a preacher of non-violence and peaceful co-exis-
tence between Filipino Muslims and Christians. In the 
1950s, he was the only Muslim elected to the Filipino 
House of Representatives and subsequently the Senate. 
A Filipino diplomat described him as “a political giant, 
a great teacher, a peacemaker and a champion of the 
rights of the Filipino Muslims.” 

Dr. Ahmad founded the Mindanao Islamic University, 

the second largest state university in the Philippines 
and now one of the legacies of Dr. Alonto. That uni-
versity provides education for both Muslim and Chris-
tian students. In addition, he founded the Mindanao 
Mosque and Islamic Center, the largest of its kind in the 
Philippines, and sponsored the translation of the Holy 
Quran to the Moro language. He was a member of the 
Makkah-based World Muslim League, the Executive 
Council of the World Islamic Congress and the Central 
Council of the International Organization of Islamic 
Universities, and the head of several Islamic organiza-
tions in the Philippines. 

Dr. Alonto authored and translated numerous books 
and articles explaining the fundamental principles of 
Islam and promoting its values among his countrymen. 

Dr. Ahmad passed away in 2002.

Dr. Ahmad Domocao Alonto
King Faisal Prize 
Service to Islam 

    1988
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Egypt

Mohammad Al-Ghazali Al-Saqqa was born in Takla 
Al-Inab village in Bihaira District in Egypt in 1917. He 
grew up in a religious home and memorized the Holy 
Quran as a child. He studied in Al-Azhar,  specializing 
in religious Daawa and Guidance, and obtained a Mas-
ter’s degree in Arabic Language. Within few years, he 
became widely recognized as one the most influential 
contemporary Islamic thinkers. He was also a zealous 
defender of Islam and a powerful opponent of extrem-
ism within the Islamic world.

After graduation, Al-Ghazali served for a short peri-
od as a preacher and Imam, then became Inspector of 
Mosques, rising quickly to the positions of Director of 
the Departments of Mosques, Daawa and Guidance and 
Deputy Minister of Religious Affairs and Endowments 
in Egypt. He was seconded, at various times, to the Is-
lamic University in Makkah, Saudi Arabia, the College 
of Sharia in Qatar, and the Emir Abdulqadir al-Jazairi 

University in Algiers. He traveled extensively in the Is-
lamic World and was fully aware of Muslim conditions 
in Islamic countries and throughout the world.

Shaikh Al-Gazali was an intellectual of great caliber. 
His thought derived from numerous sources, and this 
was reflected in the depth and breadth of his knowl-
edge. He had authored more than 60 books and numer-
ous articles on Islam and contributed enormously to the 
interpretation of the Holy Qur’an. His ardent support 
of Muslim rights, as well as his wisdom and modera-
tion, earned him the respect of millions of Muslims and 
non-Muslims around the world. 

Shaikh Al-Gazali passed away in 1996.

Shaikh Mohammad Al-Ghazali Al-Saqqa
King Faisal Prize 
Service to Islam 

   1989
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Saudi Arabia

Ali bin Mustafa Al-Tantawi’s roots are from Egypt. 
He was born in Syria in 1909 and educated in Damas-
cus University, graduating in 1932 with a law degree. 
The Shaikh combined formed education with private 
learning under renowned Syrian Islamic and Arabic 
language scholars.

Shaikh Al-Tantawi served as a teacher in different parts 
of Syria, Iraq and Lebanon before joining the Judiciary 
system in Syria, and was involved in formulating fam-
ily laws during the unity between Egypt and Syria. He 
was also a journalist since 1926, and one of the first 
Arab broadcasters serving in radio stations in Java, 
Baghdad and Damascus. In addition, he was involved 
in activities relating to the struggle for independence 
of various Arab nations from British and French rules, 
and was therefore subjected to constant harassments, 
particularly in the 1940’s and 1950’s.

In 1963, he moved to Saudi Arabia where he taught for 

some time at the Shari’a and Arabic Language Colleges 
in Riyadh and Makkah, before dedicating his full time 
to writing, counseling and preaching activities. Tanta-
wi’s efforts to spread the spiritual and cultural values 
of Islam in a simple and compelling manner extend-
ed over several decades. He impressed a vast audience 
with his rich knowledge, wisdom and moderation. He 
anchored a daily radio program and a weekly television 
program continuously for 25 years, and both of them 
were extremely popular. He also authored many books 
and articles on a wide range of topics and published his 
memoirs in eight volumes. 

Shaikh Tantawi passed away in 1999.   

Sheikh Ali At-Tantawi
King Faisal Prize 
Service to Islam 

    1990

Co-Laureate
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Pakistan

Khurshid Ahmed was born in Delhi, India in 1932. He 
obtained two bachelor’s degrees in Law and Jurispru-
dence, two master’s degrees in Economics and Islam-
ic Studies, and two Honorary Doctorates in Education 
and Islamic Economics.

An internationally known scholar and Islamic activist, 
Professor Khurshid authored or edited 70 books, 35 
each in English and Urdu, as well as numerous arti-
cles, and participated in at least 100 seminars world-
wide. He traveled extensively lecturing about Islam 
and preaching its values, and is presently editor of 
Tarjumanul Quran.

Professor Khurshid is the Founder and Chairman of the 
Institute of Policy Studies in Pakistan and the Islam-
ic Foundation in Leicester, England, Vice-President of 
the Islamic Research Academy in Karachi and Lahore, 
Member of the Boards of the International Islamic 
University in Islamabad, the Royal Academy for Is-

lamic Civilization in Jordan and the Islamic Center in 
Zaria, Nigeria. He was Pakistan’s Federal Minister for 
Planning, Development and Statistics, Member of the 
Pakistani Senate for two terms, a professor in Karachi 
University and a research scholar at Exeter University.

Khurshid is the recipient of several awards, including 
the first Islamic Development Bank Award and the 5th 
Annual Prize of American Finance House (La’Riba).

Professor Khurshid Ahmed
King Faisal Prize 
Service to Islam 

    1990

Co-Laureate
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Saudi Arabia

Abdullah Umar Nasif, Secretary General of the World 
Muslim League, was born in Jeddah in 1939. After 
completing general education in Jeddah, he obtained 
a bachelor’s degree in Chemistry from Riyadh Uni-
versity (now King Saud University) and a Ph.D. in 
Geology from Leeds University in the U.K. He is a 
Fellow of the Geological Society of London. He was 
also Vice-Chairman of the Saudi Consultative Council 
for several years. 

Dr. Nasif taught at King Saud and King Abdulaziz 
universities, and became Secretary General, then 
Vice-President of the latter university. In 1983, he 
was appointed Secretary General of the World Muslim 
League. Under his leadership, the League has carried 
out major relief operations to assist destitute Muslims in 
various parts of the Islamic World, launched campaigns 
against poverty, illness, and illiteracy among Muslim 
communities in some developing areas, and provided 

unfaltering support of Muslim minorities worldwide. 

Dr. Nasif’s commitment to serving Islam and Muslims 
is further evident from his association with numerous Is-
lamic organizations, charities and learning institutions. 
He is the Chairman of the Islamic Relief Organization, 
Vice-President of the International Islamic University 
in Islamabad, and chairman or member of the boards 
of trustees of numerous Islamic Research Centers in 
Europe, United States and other parts of the world, in-
cluding the Institute of Arabic and Islamic History in 
Frankfurt, the Islamic Cultural Center in Geneva, Dar 
as-Salam University in New Mexico, the Islamic Col-
lege in Chicago, the Islamic Center in Georgetown Uni-
versity and the Islamic Academy in Cambridge. 

Dr. Nasif was awarded King Abdulaziz Drder (First 
Class), the highest decoration in Saudi Arabia, in ad-
dition to many other prestigious awards and honor-
ary degrees. 

Dr. Abdullah Umar Nasif
King Faisal Prize 
Service to Islam 

    1991
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Niger

Hamid Al-Ghabid was born in Tanon, Niger in 1941, 
and obtained a Doctorate degree from the Sorbonne, 
Paris in 1988.  

He occupied senior political positions in the Govern-
ment of Niger, and was the country’s Minister of For-
eign Affairs from 1979 to 1981, Minister of Commerce 
from 1981 to 1983, and Minister of Finance in 1983, 
then Prime Minister of Niger from 1983 to 1988. In 
1989, he was appointed Secretary General of the Orga-
nization of the Islamic Conference (OIC), a position he 
has held for 8 years.

 During his tenure as Secretary General of the OIC Dr. 
Al-Ghabid addressed some of the most important chal-
lenges facing the Islamic world. His role in supporting 
social, educational, cultural, political and economic co-
operation between Islamic countries, and in mediating 
disputes within and between these countries is particu-
larly noteworthy. He is also credited with successfully 

relocating some 250,000 Bulgarian Muslim refugees to 
Turkey, and with convincing richer Islamic countries to 
increase their support to the less previleged communi-
ties in the Islamic World. He has also been successful in 
restoring confidence in the Islamic Cooperation Fund 
which provides aid to Islamic countries during natu-
ral disasters. Dr. Al-Ghabid also founded the Islamic 
Establishment for Social Studies in Niami, which sup-
ports various philanthropic projects in Niger.

A respected African leader with long diplomatic experi-
ence, Dr. Al-Ghabid was chosen by the Organization of 
African Unity (OAU) to represent it as mediator in the 
Darfur conflict in the Sudan. 

Al-Ghabid is currently working towards organizing 
peace talks between the Sudanese Government and its 
rivals in Darfur. 

H.E. Dr. Hamed Al-Ghabid
King Faisal Prize 
Service to Islam 

    1992
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Bosnia

Alija Izetbegoviç was born in Bosanki Samac in 
northern Bosnia in 1925 and moved during his child-
hood with his family to Sarajevo where he grew up 
and received his formal education. After World War 
II, he graduated with degrees in economics and law 
from the University of Sarajevo. He was an urbane 
and thoughtful politician who spoke English, French 
and German, in addition to Serbocroatian. He served 
for 25 years as legal advisor in different establish-
ments, including the University of Sarjevo, and be-
came the first President of the Republic of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina from 1990 to 1996 and member of the 
Presidency until his retirement in 2000. 

Dr. Izetbegoviç’s political strife dates back to the 1940s 
when he became an active member of the Muslim 
Youth Organization. He was jailed twice for his brave 
opposition to communist oppression of Muslims in Yu-
goslavia. In 1989 he formed an Islamic political par-

ty that led Bosnian Muslims to their independence. 
Thus, he will be remembered for many years to come 
for his leadership of Bosnian Muslims in their heroic 
struggle to preserve their identity during the bloody 
war with Serbia.

Izetbegoviç was also a distinguished scholar, author 
and philosopher. His intellectual pursuits include the 
publication of several books including Islamic Mani-
festo (translated into English, Arabic and Albanian), 
Problems of Islamic Awakening and Islam Between 
East and West; the last-mentioned book was translated 
into English, Spanish, Turkish, Malay and Urdu, and 
was described by reviewers as one of the most import-
ant books published in Europe in the 1980s. 

Dr. Alija passed away in 2003. 

H.E. Alija Izetbegoviç
King Faisal Prize 
Service to Islam 

    1993
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Saudi Arabia

 Mohammad bin Saleh Al-Uthaimin was born in Unai-
za, in Quasim region, Saudi Arabia in 1929. He mem-
orized the Holy Quran during his childhood, pursued 
rigorous religious education in hadith, tafseer, fiqh, 
theology and Arabic language under the tutelage of re-
nowned Saudi Ulema (Islamic scholars) and graduated 
from the College of Shari’a in Riyadh.  

Shaikh Mohammad was a member of the Saudi Com-
mission of Senior Islamic Scholars, a professor at the 
College of Shari’a at Imam Mohammad bin Saud Is-
lamic University in Quasim and member of its Aca-
demic Council and author of more than 90 books and 
treatises dealing with different aspects of the Islamic 
doctrine. Among his most important books are his 
15-volumed book on fiqh and 10-volumed book on the 
interpretation of the Holy Qur’an. 

Shaikh ibn Uthaimin dedicated his entire life to the ser-
vice of Islam and Muslims by sharing his vast knowl-

edge of the Islamic creed with students and members 
of the public through regular classes, publications, ra-
dio programs, and preaching and counseling activities. 
These contributions, coupled with his exemplary Mus-
lim qualities, gained him the respect and admiration of 
Muslims around the world. 

Shaikh Al-Uthaimin passed away in 2001.

Shaikh Mohammad Bin Saleh Al-Uthaimin
King Faisal Prize 
Service to Islam 

    1994
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Egypt

Gad Al-Haq Ali Gad Al-Haq was born in the village of 
Batra in Dakhaliyya Province, Egypt, in 1917. He was 
educated in Tanta and Cairo and received a degree in 
Shari’a and a degree in Islamic Jurisprudence from Al-
Azhar in 1944 and 1946, respectively. 

He served for more than three decades in the Islam-
ic judiciary in Egypt and became the country’s Mufti 
in 1978. In 1980, he became Egypt’s Minister of En-
dowment and later in the same year he was appointed 
to the prestigious position of Grand Imam (Rector) of 
Al-Azhar. He was also Chairman of the International 
Council for Islamic Daawa and Relief and member of 
the boards of several national and international aca-
demic and religious institutions. He authored several 
important books on Fiqh, religious edicts and other re-
lated topics.  

Shaikh Gad Al-Haq’s rich knowledge of the Islamic 
doctrine, his commitment to its promulgation and his 

extensive activities as an Islamic reformer, placed him 
among the most respected contemporary Muslim fig-
ures of his time. His services to Islam were particularly 
highlighted by his constant plea for closer ties and co-
operation between Muslim communities and his efforts 
to improve the spiritual, intellectual and material con-
ditions of Muslim minorities in non-Muslim countries. 
He was also highly regarded for his role in dissemi-
nating Islamic knowledge through his prolific writings 
and books, and in fostering the establishment of Islamic 
research centers nationally and internationally. 

He received many prestigious awards and medals, in-
cluding the Egyptian Order of the Nile and the Moroc-
can Order (First Class) of Academic Excellence.

 Shaikh Gad Al-Haq passed away in 1996. 

Sheikh Gad Al-Haq Ali Gad Al-Haq
King Faisal Prize 
Service to Islam 

    1995





54

Kuwait

Abdulrahman Humood Al-Sumait was born in Kuwait 
in 1947, He studied medicine in Baghdad University, 
obtained a Diploma of Tropical Medicine from Liver-
pool University, U. K., and specialized in internal med-
icine and gastroenterology in Monterial General Hos-
pital in Canada. He also conucted research on hepatic 
malignancies in King’s College, London. He worked as 
a Consultant Gastroenterologist in Sabbah Hospital in 
Kuwait for three years, then committed himself, full-
time, to humanitarian activities.

Dr. Al-Sumait has been involved in Islamic charity 
since he was a student. In 1981, he founded the Africa 
Muslim Agency, currently known as Direct Aid Soci-
ety, and serves as its Secretary General. The society 
provides extensive humanitarian assistance to impov-
erished Muslims throughout Africa. The Society has 
built 124 hospitals and dispensaries, 840 schools, 204 
Islamic Centers, 214 women training centers and 2,200 

mosques. It has also established two Shari’a colleges 
in Kenya and Zangibar, offered 200 scholarships to 
Muslim African students to pursue higher studies in 
medicine, engineering and technology, and distributed 
more than 50 million copies of the Holy Quran and 60 
million booklets about Islam in different African lan-
guages.  To help improve the quality of life for African 
Muslims, the Society has drilled 4,250 artesian wells 
and hundreds of surface wells and assisted in con-
structing agricultural projects and irrigation schemes. 
It has also distributed food (160 thousand tonnes) and 
medicines in famine-stricken areas and adopted nearly 
10,000 orphans. 

Dr. Al-Sumait personally directed field operations of 
the Direct Aid Society. He is also the author of four 
books and the receipient of several prestigious awards. 

Dr. Al-Sumait passed away in 2013. 

Dr. Abdulrahman Humood Al-Sumait
King Faisal Prize 
Service to Islam 

    1996
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Dr. Mahathir bin Mohammad, former Prime Minister 
of Malaysia, was born in Alor Star in 1925. He studied 
medicine at King Edward VII College in Singapore. 
After two years as a medical officer in the Malayan 
government, he set up his own practice. 

Dr. Mohammad joined the United Malays National 
Organization (UMNO) since its inception in 1946, and 
was elected to Parliament in 1964. He was Chairman 
of the first Higher Education Council, Member of the 
University of Malays Council and Chairman of the Na-
tional University Council. In 1973, he was appointed 
as a Senator, but relinquished the post in the follow-
ing year to contest in general elections. After winning 
the elections, he was appointed Minster of Education 
and Deputy Prime Minister, then Minister of Trade and 
Industry. He was elected Vice-President in 1975 then 
President in 1980 of UMNO, and became the fourth 
Prime Minister of Malaysia from 1980 to 2003. Un-
der his leadership, that country witnessed substantial 

socio-economic development and was transformed, 
within a few years, into one of the most prosperous and 
modern industrial nations in Southeast Asia.    

Dr. Mohammad is a widely respected Muslim states-
man whose wisdom and moderation reflect the mag-
nanimity and forebearance of Islam. His policies have 
succeeded in achieving rapport between Malaysian 
Muslims and non-Muslims. Under his capable leader-
ship, Malaysia has matured into a racially harmonious, 
united, and prosperous society. He has also played an 
important role in promoting Islamic cultural and eco-
nomic institutions in Malaysia, and is an ardent sup-
porter of the rights of Muslim minorities, especially in 
Southeast Asia. 

He has encompassed his political and economic in-
sights and his concept of Islam in several published 
articles. His biography is the subject of several books 
and articles. 

King Faisal Prize 
Service to Islam 

    1997 Malaysia

The Honorable Seri Dato Dr. Mahathir 
Bin Mohammad
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Senegal

His Excellency Abdou Diouf, former President of Sen-
egal, was born in Louga in 1935. He completed his gen-
eral education at the Lycee Faidherbe, studied Law at 
Dakkar University, and Political Sciences and Law at 
the Sorbonne in Paris. He is a prominent African leader 
with an impressive record of achievements in terms of 
political and socio-economic development of Africa. 
He is also an ardent supporter of Islamic communities 
in the Senegal and West Africa.  

A protégé and close ally of Senegal’s Leopold Senghor, 
Mr. Diouf was entrusted with senior political positions 
after his return from Paris, including three ministerial 
offices: Defense, Commerce and Finance. He became 
Senegal’s Prime Minister from 1970 to 1980 and its 
first Muslim President between 1981-2000.

During his presidency, Mr. Diouf made significant 
contributions at Islamic summit meetings and oth-
er international forums relating to the Islamic world. 

He played a pivotal role in mending relations between 
Senegal and Mauritania following the 1989 hostilities 
between these two Muslim countries, and actively pur-
sued cooperation between Senegal and the rest of the 
Islamic world. He encouraged the study of Arabic in 
Senegal with a view to enhancing the appreciation of 
Islamic writings.  

In recognition of his outstanding efforts, Mr. Diouf has 
received several honorary doctorates and several pres-
tigious medals.

H.E. President Abdou Diouf
King Faisal Prize 
Service to Islam 

    1998
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U. A. E.

Shaikh Jum’ah Al-Majid Abdullah is a leading philan-
thropist, a businessman and an educator from the Unit-
ed Arab Emirates. He was born in 1930 in Shandagha, 
near Dubai.   

One of Al-Majid’s most important accomplishments is 
the inception of Jum’ah Al-Majid Center for Culture 
and Heritage, an institution in Duabi which emphasizes 
Islamic culture and its role in history. The center pub-
lishes cultural and scientific books, organizes lectures 
and embraces a library with more than half a million 
titles and thousands of original ancient manuscripts, 
microfiche, audiovisual material, periodicals and other 
documents that reflect the richness of Islamic culture. 
The Center provides extensive, free resources to schol-
ars of Islamic and Arabic studies and maintains active 
exchange programs with more than 300 international 
cultural and learning institutions.

Shaikh. Al-Majid has also founded numerous schools 

that provide free education for nearly 9,000 Muslim 
students in the United Arab Emirates, in addition to the 
College of Islamic and Arabic Studies in Dubai, where 
more than 4,000 undergraduate and graduate students 
receive free education. He is a founding member of the 
Bait Al-Khair Society, a philanthropic organization that 
supports poor Muslim families in his country. His other 
humanitarian endeavors include supporting research, 
adult education programs and campaigns against il-
literacy, and building schools, hospitals, and mosques 
around the world. 

Shaikh. Jum’ah is a member of the Supreme Council 
of the UAE University and the Arabic Thought Foun-
dation, a former member of the Advisory Committee 
of the Center for Middle Eastern Studies at Harvard 
University, and the recipient of numerous national and 
international awards and medals.  

Jum’ah Al-Majid Abdullah
King Faisal Prize 
Service to Islam 
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Egypt

Egypt’s renowned Islamic institution, al-Azhar al-Shar-
if, has been serving the Islamic World for more than 
1,000 years. Built in Cairo in 971 AD by Johar al-Siqil-
li on the order of the Fatimid Caliph al-Mu’iz , and 
named in the honor of Fatima Al-Zahraa, daughter of 
the Prophet Mohammad, Al-Azhar soon became the fo-
cus of Muslim scholars and students from around the 
world. Over the centuries it has played a key role in 
teaching Islam and preserving its culture. 
Originally a single minaret mosque composed of a 
courtyard and an oratory, al-Azhar has been extend-
ed through the years into a 5-minaret mosque and a 
vast teaching and research complex, incorporating 
schools of Islamic jurisprudence, theology and Arabic 
language, as well as a modern university that teaches 
medicine, engineering and agriculture, and an Islamic 
Women Faculty. The Academy for Islamic Research, 
Al-Azhar Library (consisting of about 600,000 volumes 
of Islamic manuscripts and rare books) and the Holy 
Qur’an Printing Service also form part of the complex. 

In 2005, Al-Azhar University, in collaboration with the 
IT Education Project in Dubai has launched its online 
document archive which will provide access to 42,000 
manuscripts (7 million pages) in Al-Azhar library. 
Al-Azhar is not only the most important mosque in 
Egypt but also one of the oldest universities in the 
world. It started receiving students from all parts of the 
Islamic World in 976 AD. Both education and lodging 
were free of charge at that time. Countless numbers of 
renowned Muslim scholars and leaders graduated from 
it. Today, students from 85 countries are enrolled in the 
main campus in Cairo and many others are receiving 
education at its branches and institutes in the other 
parts of the Islamic World. Among the objectives of Al-
Azhar University, apart from formal education, is the 
propagation of Islamic religion and culture, and Arabic 
language, preservation of Islamic heritage, training of 
preachers and judging on individual Islamic questions 
through its Committee of Scholars.

Al-Azhar Al-Sharif
King Faisal Prize 
Service to Islam 
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The Saudi Arabian High Commission for Donations 
to Bosnia-Herzegovina, headed by Prince Salman bin 
Abdulaziz, was formed in 1992, at the height of the 
Bosnian war, for assisting Bosnian Muslims during 
that tragedy. Despite the intensity of the fighting, the 
Foundation succeeded, through its officers in Europe, 
in providing much needed supplies of food, medicine 
and other direct humanitarian aid to the war-ravaged 
communities throughout Bosnia. 

The Foundation explained the magnitude of the trage-
dy in Bosnia-Herzegovina and the nature of atrocities 
that Muslims were subjected to at the hands of Serbs, to 
the Saudi public, urging every Muslim to come to their 
rescue. Generous donations from the Custodian of the 
Two Holy Mosques, the late King Fahd, members of 
the Saudi Royal family, businessmen and ordinary cit-
izens, enabled the Foundation to deliver considerable 
aid to the Bosnians. 

This humanitarian assistance during and after the war 
ranged from building orphanages, medical facilities and 
refugee centers to the reconstruction of homes, schools, 
hospitals, railway lines, water supplies and electricity 
networks destroyed by the war. These services were of-
ten delivered under extremely difficult conditions im-
posed by the conflict. 

In the field of education and religious services, the 
Foundation built, re-built or refurbished schools, col-
leges, libraries and more than 600 mosques in different 
Bosnian cities, printed and distributed free educational 
books, as well as more than half a million copies of the 
Holy Quran, and offered numerous scholarships.  

King Faisal Prize 
Service to Islam 
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The Saudi Arabian High Commission For 
Donations To Bosnia-Herzegovina
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 His Highness Sheikh Sultan ibn Mohammad Al-Qa-
simi, Member of the Supreme Council of the United 
Arab Emirates and Ruler of Sharja, was born in Dubai 
in 1939. He received his general education in Sharja, 
Dubai and Kuwait, and obtained a B.Sc. in agricultural 
engineering from Cairo University and a Ph.D. in His-
tory from Exeter University and a Ph.D. in Geopolitics 
of the Gulf Region from Durham University in the U.K.

A Muslim leader, philanthropist and educator, His 
Highness Shaikh Al-Qasimi has contributed to the 
establishment of educational, social, health care and 
housing projects that benefited Muslims throughout the 
world. He has also assisted victims of floods and natural 
disasters, and helped build roads and water and power 
stations in some parts of the Islamic world. Realizing 
that learning is one of the primary goals of Islam, he 
supports learning institutions in Sharja and elsewhere 
in the Arab world. Under his leadership, Sharja became 

an important cultural center in the region, embracing 
several educational institutions, museums, art galleries, 
theaters and centers for wildlife and desert life conser-
vation. He is the Chancellor of Sharja University and 
the American University in Sharja, Honorary President 
of the International University Services, Arab Foun-
dation for Science and Technology and Association of 
Arabic Language Societies, and a Visiting Professor at 
Exeter University. Despite his enormous responsibili-
ties as ruler of Sharja, he is an active faculty at Shar-
ja University, where he teaches modern history of the 
Gulf. Two of his books, The Myth of Arab Piracy in 
the Gulf and The Gulf in Historic Maps:1493-1931 are 
important references on the history of the Emirates.     

Sheikh Al-Qasimi’s contributions have been recog-
nized by many honorary doctorate degrees, and numer-
ous prizes, medals and fellowships. 

King Faisal Prize 
Service to Islam 

    2002 U. A. E.

His Highness Shaikh Dr. Sultan Ibn 
Mohammad Al-Qasmi





68

Saudi Arabia

The Sultan bin Abdulaziz Al-Saud Foundation is a Sau-
di-based philanthropic organization established in 1995 
in Riyadh to provide social services and health care for 
the elderly and comprehensive rehabilitation programs 
for the disabled, and children with special needs, in 
addition to ambitious housing, educational, and med-
ical programs. Its Board of Directors was chaired by 
its founder, the late, Royal Highness Prince Sultan, the 
Crown Prince of Saudi Arabia.  

Within few years of its establishment, the Sultan bin 
Abdulaziz Al-Saud Foundation emerged as one of the 
largest of its kind in the world. Its accomplishments in-
clude establishment of the monumental Sultan bin Ab-
dulaziz’s City for Humanitarian Services, Humanitari-
an Housing Projects, Prince Sultan Center for Science 
and Technology, Special Education Program, Arab and 
Islamic Education Program at the University of Cali-
fornia in Berkley and Medical and Educational Tele-

communications Program (Medunet), King Abdulaziz 
Center for Islamic Studies in Italy and Center for Hear-
ing and Speech in collaboration with the Bahrain Soci-
ety for Child Development.

Furthermore, the Foundation provides direct financial 
support to many pre-existing philanthropic activities in 
the Kingdom and elsewhere. 

Sultan Bin Abdulaziz Al-Saud Foundation
King Faisal Prize 
Service to Islam 

    2003
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Abdulrahman Siwar Adh-Dhahab, a former president 
of the Sudan, was born in 1935 in Omdurman. He re-
ceived military education in the Sudan, U.K., U.S.A., 
Egypt and Jordan and served for more than 30 years in 
the Sudanese armed forces, and became Chief Com-
mander and Minister of Defense in his country. At the 
height of a political turmoil that threatened to break 
down the Sudan in 1985, he took control over the coun-
try for one year, during which he organized general 
elections and turned over power to a democratically 
elected government. From that time onward, he dedi-
cated his time and energy to Islamic Da’wa and charity. 
His relentless pursuit of the welfare of Muslims soon 
established him as one of the most respected person-
alities in the Islamic and Arab worlds. As Chairman of 
the Board of Trustees of the Islamic Da’awa Organiza-
tion in Khartoum, Siwar Adh-Dhahab is credited for the 
glaring achievements of that organization, including 
the construction of hundreds of schools, charity clinics, 

childcare centers, orphanages, mosques and wells in 
impoverished parts of the Islamic World. 
Siwar Adh-Dhahab is also the Deputy President of the 
World Council for Islamic Da’awa in Cairo, the Inter-
national Islamic Organization in Kuwait, and Al-Quds 
International Organization, and a founding or honor-
ary member of several Islamic and international orga-
nizations that carried our relief operations in Bosnia, 
Chechnya, Azerbaijan, Palestine and Somalia. He was 
also actively involved in reconciliatory efforts in So-
malia and Southern Sudan and in an international peace 
delegation seeking to end war between Iraq and Iran 
in the 1980’s. In the Sudan, Siwar Adh-Dhahab also 
serves as Chairman of both the National Fund for Peace 
and the Board of Trustees of Kordofan University. He 
founded the East Nile University College, moreover, he 
is one of the founders of Ahliyya University in Omdur-
man. In recognition of his works he received an honor-
ary doctorate from Kordofan University.

King Faisal Prize 
Service to Islam 

    2004 Sudan

Field Marshal Abdulrahman M. Siwar 
Adh-Dhahab
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Saudi Arabia

Ahmed Mohamed Ali is the President of the Islamic 
Development Bank Group since 1975. Born in al-Ma-
dinat al-Munawwarah in 1934, he received BA degrees 
in commerce and law from Cairo University, and a 
master’s degree in public administration, and PhD in 
financial management from the USA. He held senior 
positions in the Saudi Government before being select-
ed as the first president of the Islamic Development 
Bank (IDB). His leadership has been instrumental for 
the development of the bank and the realization of its 
mission, in promoting economic and social progress of 
member states and Muslim communities at large with-
out compromising the principles of Islamic laws. 
During Ali’s 30 years presidency of IDB, the bank flour-
ished at an unprecedented rate, an ambitious infrastructure 
was completed, and numerous financial institutions were 
established within the Bank. Recognizing the importance 
of science and technology in socio-economic develop-
ment, the IDB also provided significant assistance in the 
form of scholarship programs, and collaboration with, or 

support of, science and technology institutions in member 
states and Muslim communities worldwide.
In addition, the IDB has expanded its objectives to in-
clude assistance of Muslims at times of destitute and 
alleviation of poverty in Muslim communities. One 
of the greatest accomplishments in this respect is Sau-
di Arabia’s Project for the Utilization of Sacrificial 
Slaughtering. A staggering figure of more than half a 
million sheep is slaughtered each year within few days 
during the Hajj season, in the past this entire food was 
virtually wasted. Through collaboration between the 
Saudi Government and IDB - in which Dr. Ali plays a 
central role - all of these animals are now slaughtered 
in modern facilities near Makkah, packed according to 
the highest international standards and flown to pover-
ty-stricken areas throughout the Muslim world. 
Dr. Ali is a Board member of the Saudi Fund for De-
velopment and member of Higher Education Councils 
of five Saudi universities. He is currently the Honorary 
President of the IDB Group.

H.E. Dr. Ahmed Mohamed Ali
King Faisal Prize 
Service to Islam 

    2005

Co-Laureates
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Lebanon

Al-Hariri Foundation is one of the most respected phil-
anthropic organizations in the Arab and the Islamic 
worlds. Established in 1979 by the late Rafiq Al-Hariri 
(1944-2005) of Lebanon, the Foundation has branches 
in France, Britain and the U.S.A. 

Al-Hariri Foundation is best known for its passionate 
support of education, Islamic institutions and general 
social welfare in Lebanon, and for contributing sub-
stantial resources to relief efforts and reconstruction in 
that country in the aftermath of the Lebanese civil war. 

It is a non-partisan, non-sectarian and not-for-profit or-
ganization, originally formed in Sidon under the name 
of “The Islamic Institute for Culture and Higher Edu-
cation” then re-named “Al-Hariri Foundation” and its 
Headquarters moved to Beirut, with branches in several 
Lebanese regions. In its endeavors to promote nation-
al unity and moderation among the Lebanese, it has - 
over the past 25 years - built and financially support-
ed schools, technical colleges, mosques, orphanages, 

hospitals and facilities for the elderly and the disabled 
throughout Lebanon.

The Foundation’s role in the advancement of education 
and conservation of Islamic architecture and culture is 
further evidence of its magnanimity and commitment 
to the Lebanese people. The Foundation has restored 
and refurbished several historic buildings in Lebanon, 
including mosques in Baalbak, Sidon and Sur (Tyre).

To help build human resources to meet Lebanon’s cur-
rent and future needs, Al-Hariri Foundation has contrib-
uted to the education or training of nearly 35,000 Leb-
anese students, including some 4000 engineers, 1500 
physicians and more than 835 Ph.D. students, regard-
less of their religion or political affiliation. Hundreds 
of postgraduate students supported by the Foundation 
have completed their studies in leading universities and 
colleges in the West. Furthermore, the Foundation has 
also supported some educational, social, medical and 
scientific centers in other countries. 

 Al-Hariri Foundation Of Lebanon
King Faisal Prize 
Service to Islam 

    2005

Co-Laureate





76

Salih Al-Husayyin was born in Shagra, Saudi Arabia, in 
1932. He graduated from the College of Shari’a in Riyadh 
and obtained a master’s degree in legal studies from the 
Institute of Arabic Studies in Cairo in 1960. He has also 
studied English and French languages. Shaikh Al-Husay-
yin started his career in teaching before becoming legal 
counsel to the Ministry of Finance, then Chairman of the 
Saudi Disciplinary Commission and subsequently State 
Minister and Member of the Saudi Council of Ministers. 
He also served as a member of the Supreme Council for 
Da’awa and Guidance in Saudi Arabia and as a Presi-
dent of “Al-Masjid Al-Haram and Al-Masjid Al-Nabawi 
(The Two Holy Mosques)” and Chairman of the King 
Abdulaziz Center for National Dialogue.

Shaikh Al-Husayyin played a prominent role in the 
field of Islamic Da’awa not only by preaching Islamic 
values of justice, equality and righteousness, but also 
by emphasizing the moderate face of Islam and encour-

aging tolerance and understanding between Muslims 
and non-Muslims. He was a dedicated philanthropist 
and founder or co-founder of several local and interna-
tional humanitarian institutions. An ardent supporter of 
education, the Shaikh has also served on the Supreme 
Councils of several Saudi Universities. He was an ac-
tive intellectual and prolific writer who has contribut-
ed profusely over the past 20 years to a better under-
standing of Islamic economics particularly on matters 
relating to Islamic banking in the light of contemporary 
economic thought. He was a strong advocate of the 
idea that the principal function of Islamic banking is 
“dealing with money” rather than “dealing in money” 
and that wealth should be utilized for the benefit of all 
rather than a certain class of people.       

Shaikh Al-Husayyin passed away in 2013. 

King Faisal Prize 
Service to Islam 

    2006 Saudi Arabia

H.E. Shaikh Salih Bin Abdulrahman 
Al-Husayyin
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Yusuf Al-Hidji was born in Kuwait in 1923. He received 
his formal education in Kuwaiti schools while pursuing 
religious studies under the tutelage of prominent Islam-
ic educators at home. After working for a few years in 
ARAMCO, Saudi Arabia, he served in the Kuwaiti Min-
istry of Health and became Director of Purchases, then 
Deputy Minister of Health. During that period, he over-
saw the establishment of the first government hospital 
in Kuwait and subsequently opened several others. He 
has also played a key role in the introduction of medical 
services in rural areas, and was a Founding Chairman of 
the Kuwaiti Red Cross. He became Minister of Endow-
ments and Islamic Affairs from 1976-1981 during which 
period he pursued the establishment of the Kuwaiti 
House of Finance and the College of Shari’a in Kuwait 
University, while launching the “Encyclopedia of Islam-
ic Jurisprudence,” a highly acclaimed resource of that 
subject. In 1984, he co-founded the International Islamic 
Charitable Organization (IICO) and has since been its 
President. This is a mammoth organization that provides 
humanitarian aid to impoverished and destitute people 

throughout the world, regardless of their race, creed or 
nationality. Over the years, the IICO has built many hos-
pitals, schools, orphanages, mosques, wells and farms 
that benefited millions of underprivileged people, partic-
ularly in Africa and Asia.  
Shaikh Al-Hidji’s also founded, co-founded and/or di-
rected many other philanthropic institutions in the Islam-
ic World and internationally. He is the Chairman of the 
Kuwaiti Joint Commission for Relief, Vice-President of 
the Kuwaiti House of Alms and the International Islamic 
Council for Da’awa and Relief in Cairo and a member 
of the Boards of Trustees of the Organization of Islamic 
Da’awa, Sudan; the Islamic Foundation in Leicester, UK; 
and the Islamic Universities in Islamabad and Chitagong, 
Bangladesh; and formerly in Uganda and Niger. He is 
also a member of the Supreme Council for Mosques of 
the World Islamic League in Makkah, and former mem-
ber of the Board of Directors of Dubai Islamic Bank. He 
has written several articles defending Islamic charity and 
explaining its impact on the fight against poverty, igno-
rance and disease in the world. 

King Faisal Prize 
Service to Islam 

    2006 Kuwait

Shaikh Yusuf Bin Jasim Bin 
Muhammad Al-Hidji

Co-Laureate
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Russia / Tatarstan

Born in 1937 in Tatarstan, H.E. President Mintimer 
Shaimiev was raised in a family of peasants. He studied 
mechanization at the Kazan Institute of Agriculture, and 
served as an agricultural engineer, then Chief Engineer 
and Manager of the District Association in Menzelisk, 
and subsequently Instructor and Deputy Head of the Ag-
ricultural Department of the Tatar Regional Committee 
in Kazan. In 1969, at the age of 32, he was appointed 
Minister of Land Reform and Water Management of the 
Tatar Autonomous Soviet Socialist Republic (ASSR). 
From that time onward he progressed rapidly through 
senior political positions, becoming First Deputy Prime 
Minister in 1983 and Chairman of the Council of Min-
isters of Tatar ASSR in 1985. In 1990, he was elected 
Chairman of the Supreme Council of the Tatar ASSR 
which adopted the Declaration of State Sovereignty, and 
in 1991 he became the first President of the Republic of 
Tatarstan. His calm and stabilizing rule has been instru-
mental to the progress and economic and cultural devel-
opment of Tatarstan, with its multi-ethnic and multi-re-

ligious communities. His accomplishments in different 
cultural, political and international fields have led to his 
re-election twice as President. His other positions include 
membership of the Russian Federation State Council and 
co-chairmanship of the United Russia Party. 
President Shaimiev’s distinguished services to Islam and 
Muslims are best exemplified by his efforts to revive 
Islamic culture and heritage, particularly in Kazan, the 
capital city of his country, and to disseminate Islamic 
knowledge and values among Tatarstan Muslims. His ac-
complishments include building more than 1000 mosques, 
many of which had been destroyed during previous eras, 
including 40 mosques in Kazan where only 4 mosques 
were left during the communist rule. His presidency also 
witnessed the inception of numerous Islamic schools, so-
cieties and printing houses for the Holy Qur’an and major 
Islamic books, the establishment of the first Russian Is-
lamic University, which teaches in Russian, Tatarian and 
Arabic languages, and the inauguration of the Ghol Sharif 
mosque, a stunning work of Islamic architecture. 

H.E. Mintimer Sharipovich Shaimev
King Faisal Prize 
Service to Islam 

    2007
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Abdullah bin Abdulaziz Al-Saud, was born in Riyadh in 
1924 and received formal education in Riyadh schools, 
and religious education by a group of Islamic scholars 
and educators. His close involvement for a long time in 
the Kingdom’s affairs has gained him profound experi-
ence in administration and politics. He commanded the 
National Guard since 1962, transforming it into a mod-
ern military force as well as a cultural institution in-
volved in preserving Saudi Arabia’s national heritage. 
He became Second Deputy premier in 1975, and First 
Deputy Premier and Crown Prince in 1980. When King 
Fahd died in 2005, he succeeded him to the throne. 
King Abdullah’s outstanding services to Islam and 
Muslims, both within his country and abroad, are too 
numerous to describe. His domestic accomplishments 
include: establishment of major economic enterprises 
such as King Abdullah’s Economic City and Financial 
Center and Investment Fund to assist citizens of limited 
income, establishment of King Abdullah’s University 

for Science and Technology, and ten other universi-
ties as well as King Abdulaziz Library in Riyadh, es-
tablishment of Saudi Human Rights Commission and 
Center for National Dialogue, provision of funds for 
improvement, expansion and services of the two Holy 
mosques through the allocation of more than ten billion 
Riyals (2.6 billion USD) and the establishment of King 
Abdulaziz Endowment, and launching major housing 
projects for families with limited incomes. The Custo-
dian’s accomplishments overseas include his relentless 
defense of Arab and Muslim rights, particularly with 
regards to the Palestinian problem, persistent efforts to 
resolve differences among Arab and Islamic countries, 
generous support to Arab, Muslim and other communi-
ties at the times of need, and continuous pledge to seek 
just peace and rapport among all nations and religions, 
and to fight terrorism, whatever its source.
King Abdullah bin Abdulaziz passed away in 2015. 

King Faisal Prize 
Service to Islam 
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Custodian Of The Two Holy Mosques 

King Abdullah Bin Abdulaziz Al-Saud 
King Of Saudia Arabia
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Established in Cairo, Egypt, in 1912 by Shaikh Mahmoud 
Al-Sobki, the “Principal Shari’a Society for Cooperation 
Between Quran and Sunnah Scholars” is a non-govern-
mental institution dedicated entirely to the teachings of 
the Holy Quran and Sunnah and to the concept that the 
Islamic call (Daawa) should be practiced purely for Al-
lah’s sake, afar from any worldly political aspirations. 
Over the past century, the Society has evolved into a 
colossal charity with around 5000 chapters throughout 
Egypt, in addition to more than 50 institutes for Islamic 
preachers and Quranic Studies (in which some 20,000 
students are enrolled), over 5000 mosques and 1150 of-
fices for memorization of the Holy Quran (attended by 
about 70,000 male and female students). 
The present membership of the Society exceeds 400 
scholars from Al-Azhar University, in addition to 5000 
male and 500 female preachers, all of whom are dedi-
cated to promoting proper Islamic awareness, through a 
wide-range of activities organized by the society, such 
as preaching and teaching activities, weekly and month-
ly seminars, countrywide Daawa missions, publications 

(such as Al-Tibyan magazine).
The Shari’a Society is also involved in extensive social 
and humanitarian activities. One of its leading programs 
is the Orphan Sponsorship Project. This project provides 
financial, educational and health-care assistance and fol-
low up to more than half a million orphaned children. 
It has also assisted about 254,000 widows find an in-
come-generating work and contributed towards marriage 
costs of 40,000 orphaned females. The Society has also 
established a system of 700 incubators for the manage-
ment of premature infants and two, large, state-of-the-art 
hospitals for treatment of cancers and burns, as well as a 
specialized center for medical imaging and another for 
laser diagnosis and treatment of eye diseases.
Being a member of the International Islamic Council for 
Daawa and Relief, the Shari’a Society has dispatched 
medical missions and relief materials to some parts of the 
Sudan, Niger, Seychelles, Mauritania, Somalia, Ethiopia, 
Indonesia (during the Tsunami), Bangladesh, Kashmir 
and Lebanon (during the war).

King Faisal Prize 
Service to Islam 
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 Recep Tayyep Erdoğan was born in Istanbul in 1954 to 
an observant Muslim family of Caucasian lineage. His 
family moved from Batumi (now Georgia) to Rize, a 
coastal city on the Black Sea, where he spent his child-
hood. The family returned to Istanbul where Erdogan 
grew up in Kasim Paşa, and he received his high school 
education in Imam Hatip religious school, and obtained 
a degree in economics and business from Aksaray 
School of Economics and Commercial Sciences (now 
the Faculty of Economics and Administrative Sciences 
at Marmara University). 

Erdogan’s political career started by joining the Welfare 
Party under the leadership of Necmettin Erbakan in the 
late 1970’s. In 1980, a military coup in Turkey banned 
all political parties. When parties were re-instated in 
1982, Erdogan resumed his activities within the Wel-
fare Party, which nominated him for the mayor of Istan-
bul, winning a landslide victory over his opponents in 
1994. During his tenure, he reversed Istanbul munici-

pality’s debts and enhanced its economic development, 
raised workers’ wages and provided better health and 
social care for the people. In 1995, he became president 
of the Welfare Party’s branch in Istanbul and was elect-
ed to the party’s Central Committee in 1996. 

In 2001, Erdoğan formed the Justice and Development 
Party which won the 2003 elections. This made it pos-
sible to amend the Constitution thus enabling Erdogan 
to become Turkey’s Prime Minister on March 14, 2003. 
Erdoğan also instituted several democratic reforms, in-
cluding major steps towards solving the chronic con-
flict with Kurds.

On the other hand, in foreign policy, Prime Minister Er-
dogan took a series of successful steps towards recon-
ciliation with Armenia and met numerous times with its 
President. He maintained strong diplomatic and trade 
relationships with Arab and Islamic countries. 

He became President of the Republic of Turkey in 2014.

King Faisal Prize 
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Tun Abdullah Ahmad Badawi was born in 1939 into a 
prominent religious family in the northern state of Pen-
ang. Graduating in Islamic Studies from the Universi-
ty of Malaya, Abdullah started in the Malaysian civil 
service in 1964. He left the civil service to become a 
politician in 1978, and rose to become Prime Minister 
of Malaysia 25 years later, in October 2003. 
H.E. Abdullah held various positions in government, 
including Minister in the Prime Minister’s Department, 
Minister of Education, Minister of Defense, Minister of 
Foreign Affairs, and many more. As Prime Minister, Ab-
dullah introduced the concept of Islam Hadhari to guide 
development efforts in Malaysia and the wider Islamic 
world. This move towards progressive Islamic civiliza-
tion seeks to make Muslims understand that progress is 
enjoined by Islam. Tun Abdullah focused on human cap-
ital development as a key pillar of his Administration. 
As Chairman of the OIC, he waged a war against pov-
erty and the lack of knowledge and development in the 

Muslim world. Besides emphasizing the enhancement 
of education in OIC countries, Malaysia sought to share 
its experience in national economy development by 
initiating a series of self-help projects involving OIC 
Members and the Islamic Development Bank with the 
objective of increasing capacities in several poor mem-
ber countries of the OIC.  The immediate purpose was 
to generate income and provide employment, while the 
longer-term intention was to assist the OIC countries 
upgrade their governance and development efforts. 
His Excellency also sought to provide an economic face 
to the OIC, in a bid to enhance trade, business and invest-
ment linkages between Member countries. The World 
Islamic Economic Forum (WIEF), of which Abdullah is 
the founder patron, continues to be an important gather-
ing of government and business leaders from the Muslim 
world and beyond. Tun Abdullah stepped down as Prime 
Minister on 3 April 2009. He remains committed to pro-
moting progressive Islam and enhancing understanding 
between the Muslim and Western worlds. 

King Faisal Prize 
Service to Islam 
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Saudi Arabia

Sulaiman bin Abdulaziz Al-Rajhi was born in 1920 to a 
poor family living in Bukairyiah in Qassim Region. He 
moved to Riyadh as a child with his father and started 
working at the age of nine. After a few years of un-
dertaking peripheral jobs, he joined his elder brother’s 
business in changing money for pilgrims to Makkah to 
perform Hajj. In the mid 1950’s he moved to Jeddah 
where he started his own business in currency exchange 
with pilgrims. He is currently the principal stake hold-
er and Chairman of Al-Rajhi bank, a mammoth Saudi 
company and the largest Islamic bank in the world. Be-
sides, he owns large corporations investing in agricul-
ture, animal production, industry and construction

In 2011 Shaikh Al-Rajhi endowed more than 50% of 
his entire wealth for humanitarian purposes, and estab-
lished a special foundation to monitor this endowment, 
maintain it and ensure that it is spent on its intended 
purposes. Apart from his leading role in establishing 

the world’s largest and most venerable Islamic bank-
ing institution operating in accordance with Islamic 
teachings, Shaikh Al-Rajhi continues to contribute to 
humanitarian efforts to fight poverty. His humanitar-
ian foundation is also building non-profit colleges in 
his hometown, Bukairyiah, as a nucleus for a univer-
sity soon to be announced. Plans are currently under-
way to build a College of Economics and the Al-Ra-
jhi Financial Center Bukairyiah, as well as three large 
mosques in Hail, Makkah and Al-Madinah which, like 
his mosque in Riyadh, are built to accommodate thou-
sands of worshippers and provide them with places for 
prayers, education and seclusion. 

Shaikh Al-Rajhi also contributes to the development of 
Muslim communities through investment in those com-
munities and strengthening of commercial relations 
with the Islamic world. In 2000, Shaikh Al-Rajhi was 
awarded King Abdulaziz medal.

Shaikh Sulaiman Abd Al-Aziz Al-Rajhi 
King Faisal Prize 
Service to Islam 

    2012





92

Occupied Palestine

Rai’d Salah Abu Shakra Al-Mahajna was born in 1958 in 
Um Al-Faham, where he completed his high school edu-
cation before moving to the Islamic University in Galilee 
from which he received a bachelor’s degree in Islamic 
Sharia (law). He is the Chairman of the Islamic Move-
ment in the occupied Palestinian territories of 1948 and 
Chairman of the Supreme Council for Islamic Da’wa (Is-
lamic call), Al-Aqsa Society for Restoration of Revered 
Islamic Shrines and the Islamic Relief Foundation. 
Shaikh Ra’id Salah was one of the founding members 
of the Islamic Movement in Occupied Palestine during 
the 1970’s and editor of al-Sirat al-Islami (Islamic 
Path) magazine. He was elected three times as Chair-
man of Um Al-Faham municipality before deciding to 
devote his entire time to the restoration and protection 
of Al-Aqsa mosque. 
In August 2000 Shaikh Salah was elected Chairman 
of Al-Aqsa Society for Restoration of Revered Islam-
ic Shrines which played a major role in defending 

mosques throughout Palestine and in exposing and 
challenging the construction of a tunnel under Al-Aqsa 
mosque. He also succeeded in averting Israeli plans to 
take over the mosque’s affairs from Muslims and orga-
nized the massive “Al-Buragh march” in which he led 
tens of thousands of worshippers to pray in the mosque. 
In 1998, he led Al-Rawda events, and was able, along 
with Al-Rawda People’s Committee, to prevent the 
confiscation of Al-Rawda land. He revived the histor-
ical “stairs classes,” especially Tuesday class in Al-Aq-
sa mosque which is attended by about 5,000 Muslims 
weekly. He contributed to the establishment of “Al-Aq-
sa Child Fund” which fosters about 16,000 Palestinian 
children. Besides, he organizes the annual event “Bait 
Al-Maqdis is in Danger” during the month of Ramadan. 
In 2010, he participated in the Turkish Freedom Flotilla 
carrying humanitarian aid in an attempt to break the 
maritime blockade on Gaza Strip. 

Shaikh Rai’d Salah Mahagna 
King Faisal Prize 
Service to Islam 

    2013
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Nigeria

Ahmed Lemu was born in Lemu, Nigeria, in 1929. He 
joined the School of Shari’a Law (currently the School of 
Arabic Studies) from which he obtained Middle and High 
Teachers’ Certificate (Level Two) in Arabic Language, 
Islamic Studies, Shari’a Jurisdiction and General Educa-
tion in 1950 and 1952. In 1954, he went to the United 
Kingdom to study at London University’s School of Af-
rican and Oriental Studies. He obtained the certificate of 
General Education (Advanced Level) in History, Arabic, 
Hausa and Persian Languages in 1961, and bachelor’s 
Degree (Honors) in African and Oriental Studies in 1964. 

In addition to Lemu’s major role in teaching and educa-
tion, he has also served in the Judiciary, first as a Shar’ia 
judge at the Court of Appeals in the States of Sokoto and 
Niger from 1976 to 1977, then as Chief Shar’ia Judge at 
the Court of Appeals in Niger State from 1976 to 1991. 
Lemu has also made significant contributions towards 
official efforts pertaining to security, reconciliation and 
dialogue during security challenges in Northern Nige-

ria. He is a member of the Nigerian Council of Reli-
gions, the Presidential Council for Youth Development, 
the Presidential Experts Committee for National Secu-
rity and various other national committees and councils.

Shaikh Ahmed Lemu is an author or editor of many 
books and school references which aim, to promote 
and re-enforce the proper understanding of Islam and 
expand knowledge of the Islamic creed. He is also 
known for his deep involvement in Islamic humanitar-
ian activities. He is the Founder and President of the 
Islamic Education Trust in Nigeria and a member of 
several other humanitarian societies and endowments 
that serve Muslims in his country.

Shaikh Ahmed Lemu’s immense contributions have 
earned him several prizes and accolades, including, 
among others, the Prize of Merit from the Government 
of Niger state in 1991 and Honorary Doctorate Degree 
from several Universities.

Shaikh Ahmed Abou Bakr Lemu
King Faisal Prize 
Service to Islam 

    2014
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India

Zakir Abdulkarim Naik was born in Mumbai, Mahara-
stra, India in 1965, Dr. Naik attended St. Peter’s High 
School in Mumbai and the Kishinchand Chellaram 
College before joining Topiwala National Medical Col-
lege and Nair Hospital and the University of Mumbai, 
attaining his bachelor degree in Medicine and Surgery 
(MB, BS). 

Dr. Naik established and led in 1991 the Islamic Re-
search Foundation (IRF) of India. He then founded the 
Islamic International School in Mumbai and the United 
Islamic Aid, which provides scholarship to poor and 
destitute Muslim youth. He also established a series of 
schools in some Arabic and Islamic countries to train 
non-Arab Muslim students from an early age on Ar-
abic language and Quranic studies. Another import-
ant achievement of Dr. Naik’s was founding Assalam 
television channel (Peace TV), the only channel in the 
world specialized in comparative religion. Its programs 

are broadcast in English, Urdu and Bangali languages. 
Naik’s vast religious knowledge is not limited to one 
faith but to several other religions including Christi-
anity, Hindu, Judaism, Buddhism and Sikhism. He has 
even established a specialized organization for compar-
ative religious studies and organized several training 
courses for scholars of this field worldwide.

Over the years, Dr. Zakir Naik presented hundreds of 
public lectures and debates around the world which ex-
plain the Islamic faith, defend its teachings and propa-
gate its principles on the basis of the Holy Quran and 
authentic Sunna. Many of his speeches and debates 
have also focused on correcting misconceptions about 
Islam in the minds of some Muslim youth. He exerted 
strenuous efforts to counter anti-Islamic sentiment in 
the Western media. His passionate defense of Islam has 
contributed to the conversion of about 34,000 Ameri-
cans to Islam from September 2001 to July 2002. 

Dr. Zakir Abdulkarim Naik
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Saudi Arabia

Saleh bin Himeid was born in Buraida, Saudi Arabia, 
in 1950. He graduated in 1972 from the College of 
Shari’ah in Umm Al-Qura University in Makkah, after 
that he obtained Master’s degree in Islamic Fiqh and its 
Principles and Doctorate degree in Fiqh Shari’ah and 
its Principles in 1976 and 1981. Then he joined the aca-
demic staff of Umm Al-Qura University for a number of 
years during which he became Chairman of the Islamic 
Economy Department, Director of the Higher Islamic 
Studies Center, Vice Dean of the Shari’ah College for 
Post-Graduate Studies, then Dean of the College. 

In 2000, bin Himeid was appointed President General 
of the Affairs of the Two Holy Mosques and President 
of the Consultative Council the following year. He was 
also appointed President of the Supreme council of Jus-
tice from 2009 to 2012, and thereafter, Advisor at the 
Royal Court. He is also the Grand Imam of the Holy 
Mosque in Makkah, Member of the Commission of Se-
nior Religious Scholars, President of the Jeddah-based 

International Islamic Fiqh Academy of the Organiza-
tion of Islamic Cooperation, Member of the Supreme 
Council of Mosques of the Islamic World League, 
Shari’ah Committee of the International Islamic Relief 
Commission and the Higher Authority for the Develop-
ment of Makkah, in addition to serving as teacher at the 
High Institute for Justice and teacher and Mufti at the 
Holy Mosque in Makkah.       

Shaikh bin Himeid plays a leading role in the Inter-
national Islamic Fiqh Academy. He has put forth re-
lentless efforts, displayed profound wisdom and deep 
vision and had a positive influence in dealing with 
contemporary fiqh issues. His intellect, profundity and 
rarely paralleled knowledge of Islamic Shari’ah have 
made him a prominent contemporary Islamic charac-
ter. His teachings and Daawa (Call to Islam) efforts are 
evident in hundreds of his classes, lectures and partici-
pation in conferences and symposia.

H.E. Shaikh Dr. Saleh Abdullah Bin Himeid
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Salman bin Abdulaziz, was born in Riyadh in 1935. 
His highness grew up in Riyadh and received his early 
tutelage at the hands of many religious scholars and 
shaikhs. At the same time, he benefitted from the close 
attention and guidance, King Abdulaziz, the founder 
of Saudi Arabia, provided to his children by personal-
ly monitoring their education. King Salman received 
formal education at Riyadh-based Princes’ School, 
where he studied religion and modern sciences. He 
also completed the reading of the holy Qur’an, an 
achievement celebrated by his school in 1945. 
King Salman was appointed in 1954 as Deputy Gover-
nor of Riyadh Region when he was just nineteen years 
of age. In 1955, a Royal Decree was issued appointing 
him Governor of Riyadh Region. In 2011, he was de-
creed Minister of Defense; and in 2012, a Royal De-
cree was issued appointing him Crown Prince, Deputy 
Premier and Defense Minister.
In 2015, the Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques, 

King Salman bin Abdulaziz, was proclaimed King of 
Saudi Arabia.
King Salman bin Abdulaziz accords tremendous con-
sideration to humanitarian and cultural issues both 
inside and outside Saudi Arabia, and sponsored nu-
merous cultural projects. Among the institutions and 
cultural/social societies which he chairs are the Board 
of Directors of King Abdulaziz Dara (Foundation for 
Research and Archives). He has also chaired the High 
Commission for Development of Riyadh. Besides, 
King Salman headed several humanitarian societies 
and commissions whose activities extend beyond Sau-
di Arabia. These include the Donations Committee for 
Distressed Inhabitants of Suez in 1956, the Principal 
Committee for Donations to Algiers in 1956, the Pub-
lic Donations Committee for Jordanian Martyrs’ Fam-
ilies in 1967, the Public Relief Committee for Paki-
stani Sufferers during the India-Pakistan war in 1973.
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Irwandi Jaswir was born in Medan, Indonesia, in 1970. 
He read Food Technology and Human Nutrition at Bogor 
Agriculture University (IPB), Indonesia, and received 
his bachelor’s degree in 1993. He conferred a Master 
of Science in Food Science and Biotechnology in 1996 
and a Ph.D in Food Chemistry and Biochemistry in 2000 
at Universiti Putra Malaysia. In the year 1998 to 1999, 
Universiti Putra Malaysia has given him the opportunity 
to participate in the Ph.D exchange program at the De-
partment of Food, Nutrition and Health of the University 
of British Columbia (UBC), Canada. He continued his 
pursuit of knowledge at a Diploma in Islamic Revealed 
Knowledge at the International Islamic University Ma-
laysia (IIUM) in 2003. Then he obtained a fellowship in 
Lipid Biochemistry at the National Food Research Insti-
tute in Tsukuba, Japan, 2006-2008.
With his present appointment as the Deputy Dean for 
Academic, Research, and Publication at INHART at 
the International Islamic University Malaysia, Profes-
sor Jaswir was appointed administrative and academic 

positions, including, Secretary of IIUM Council of Pro-
fessors from 2014 to present, Senior Professor of Food 
Chemistry and Biochemistry at IIUM from 2015 to pres-
ent, Chairman of the Korea-INHART Halal Certification 
Authority in Korea from 2016 to present.
Professor Irwandi Jaswir’s contributions to the Islamic 
World has uniquely carved an edge in the development 
of scientific knowledge by establishing and develop-
ing a new discipline termed “Halal Science”. This cut-
ting-edge research reveals a significant relationship be-
tween Halal and Haram in Islamic jurisprudences and 
science. Professor Jaswir dedication to the scientific re-
search is shown in the publication of over 120 articles in 
scientific journals, 30 Book Chapters, completed over 30 
research projects and presented more than 250 papers in 
International Conferences. He is a member of the Edito-
rial Board of many reputable scientific journals. Profes-
sor Jaswir’s achievement and dedication in the scientific 
research of Halal Science culminated with receiving 60 
international awards and honors.

Professor Irwandi Jaswir 
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